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For most people, a courtroom is an intimidating place. It is infused with a sense of its own
importance, most visible — with less justification — in the lawyers who inhabit it. And, high above,
on her pedestal, sits the judge. Black-robed, with a gavel to hammer justice home, the judge
pronounces verdicts on matters as mundane as traffic fines and neighbours’ quarrels to weightier
issues of wealth and marriage, family and freedom, fraternity and liberty. Between the
bureaucracy of the system and the cold rationality of the law, the human factor often goes missing.
Too often, the law and its officers treat unequals equally. Not so with Judge Frank Caprio, who
died this week aged 88. The municipal judge in Rhode Island in the US was known for his kindness
and leniency, and, over the past few years, became a social media star.

A judge for over 40 years, Caprio became well-known through his hit TV show, Caught in
Providence. Over the last few years, clips from the reality programme — it showed Caprio dealing
with cases in his court, from traffic violations to custody battles — made him something of a global
star. His form of delivering justice was anything but blind: He would inquire into the
circumstances of the accused, sympathise with their struggles. He would waive fines for single
parents rushing to work, trying to make ends meet. He would listen to immigrants’ stories and
admire their grit and struggle. Often, he would invite the children of those in the dock to come up
to his seat and hold his gavel — heartwarming gestures that made a judge seem human in the best
way possible.

At a time when the internet is a source of division, “the nicest judge in the world” was a breath of
fresh air. Across the world, the fates of migrants, of the people at the bottom of the pyramid, are
determined by men and women in black robes who must leave their biases at the door. Perhaps,
though, like Caprio, they can carry empathy into the courtroom.

CHILLING PAST, WARM PRESENT

On August 15, U.S President Donald Trump and Russian leader Vladimir Putin concluded a historic
summit in Alaska. After friendly greetings and two-and-a-half-hour long talks at Joint Base
Elmendorf-Richardson in Anchorage, they left without announcing any deal, but claimed to have
made progress on many issues.

The selection of Alaska as the backdrop for this summit, the first since Russia’s invasion of
Ukraine, was significant in more than one manner. Alaska was under Russian control for 125
years, before being sold to the U.S. in 1867. Alaska is separated from Russia by a distance of 88
km, while the Russian Island of Big Diomede is located just 4 km from the U.S. Little Diomede
[sland, with the Bering strait separating the two.

Alaska has been populated by Indigenous peoples, including the Athabaskans, Unangan (Aleuts),
Inuit, Yupiit (Yupik), Tlingit, and Haida, for centuries. In the early 18th century, Danish explorer
Vitus Bering was pressed into service by Russian Tsar Peter the Great to explore the regions to
the east of Russia’s border. In 1728, Bering sailed through the strait separating Russian mainland
and North America (the strait is now named after him). During his second voyage in 1741, Bering
spotted the peak of Mount St. Elias, part of an Alaskan mountain range, from his ship St. Peter. His
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“discovery” of Alaska was confirmed later during the voyage of Englishman Captain James Cook,
who mapped the area in 1778.

Trading outposts

Russian traders — the Promyshlenniki — soon set up outposts in Alaska, interested in seal-
hunting and otter fur trade. The first Russian colony was set up in 1784 on Kodiak island at Three
Saints Bay. In 1799, Tsar Paul I established the Russian American company, and in 1806, their
capital was moved from Kodiak to Sitka.

The Russians had to contend with opposition from the Alaskan natives, including an armed battle
in Sitka in 1804 between Tlingit and Russian forces. British and later American trade interest in
the region was also a challenge to the growth of ‘Russian America’. Over decades, overexploitation
of seals and sea otters in Alaska meant that their populations shrank, gutting profitability for
Russian traders. Further, Russia was defeated by the British in the Crimean war (1853-1856).
Viewing Alaska as a hard-to-defend territory which was also becoming economically untenable,
Tsar Alexander II decided to give it up.

Despite British interest, the U.S. emerged triumphant in its bid for Alaska in 1867. Russia sold the
parcel of land, measured 665,000 sq. miles, to the U.S for $7.2 million, in a deal brokered by U.S.
Secretary of State William Henry Seward. The deal, dubbed as ‘Seward’s Folly’, was widely
criticised, since Alaska was viewed as a barren frozen wasteland. The subsequent discovery of
natural gas reserves and rare earth minerals, however, changed the public perception. In 1896,
gold was found in Yukon and prospectors arrived to seek their fortunes in the Klondike gold fields.
In 1959, Alaska officially became the 49th State of the U.S.

Traces of its Russian past persist in Alaska till day. Several Orthodox churches, with characteristic
ornate decor and onion-shaped domes, dot the region. The Orthodox diocese in Alaska is
reportedly the oldest in North America, and it maintains a seminary on Kodiak island, the site of
the first Russian settlement. Local dialects, now fast-vanishing, arose from a melange of Russian
and local indigenous language, and persisted in regions surrounding Anchorage. Russian, too, is
taught in some areas, such as the Kenai peninsula.

Alaska is also a strategically important region. Joint Base Elmendorf-Richardson, the site of
Friday’s summit, was a forward front of American defence during the Cold War.

Given the region’s imperial Russian past, it was hardly a surprise that Anchorage was picked as
the venue for the Putin-Trump meet — an American town acceptable for the Russians. When Mr.
Putin met Mr. Trump on the tarmac of the joint base, he greeted him, saying, ‘Good afternoon, dear
neighbour.”

THERE IS NO DEAL ON THE UKRAINE WAR ‘UNTIL THERE IS A DEAL’

Before he met Russian President Vladimir Putin in Alaska on Friday, U.S. President Donald Trump
warned there would be “very serious consequences” if Russia did not end the Ukraine war. He
offered Mr. Putin a warm welcome on the tarmac of the Elmendorf-Richardson joint military base
in Anchorage, rolling out a red carpet as a B2 bomber, escorted by F-35 fighters, thundered over
them. F-22 fifth gen stealth fighters on the ground formed a guard of honour. It was Mr. Putin’s
first visit to American soil in a decade, and the first face-to-face meeting between the Russian
leader and an American President since Russia’s invasion of Ukraine began on February 24, 2022.
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‘Fantastic relationship’

After nearly three hours of talks, Mr. Trump left for Washington without announcing any major
breakthrough. “There’s no deal until there’s a deal,” he said. Mr. Trump said they agreed on “many
points”, without offering any details. Mr. Putin repeated his standard line that the “root causes” of
the conflict should be addressed. “I have a fantastic relationship with Vladimir,” Mr. Trump said,
signalling that the two leaders would continue their face-to-face diplomacy. “Next time in
Moscow,” Mr. Putin said, in English, when their brief joint media appearance came to an end.
“Oooh, that’s an interesting one,” responded Mr. Trump, adding: “I don’t know, I will get a little
heat on that one. But I could see it possibly happening.”

In an interview with Fox News following the summit, Mr. Trump seemed to pass the ball to Mr.
Zelenskyy on ending the war. “Now it’s really up to President Zelenskyy to get it done.” When he
was asked whether the U.S. would impose more sanctions on Russia, Mr. Trump said: “Well,
because the meeting went so well, we don’t have to think about that now.”

Mr. Trump and Mr. Putin appeared to have discussed some broad framework for a peace
agreement. Mr. Trump held long talks with Mr. Zelenskyy, European leaders as well as the NATO
chief after his talks with Mr. Putin. In a social media post after the talks, Mr. Trump said, “It was
determined by all that the best way to end the horrific war between Russia and Ukraine is to go
directly to a Peace Agreement, which would end the war, and not a mere Ceasefire Agreement,
which often times do not hold up”.

Mr. Trump’s call for a peace agreement marks a climbdown from his earlier demand for an
immediate ceasefire — a position he had repeated even hours before meeting the Russian leader.
The Russians, on the other side, have long maintained that they were willing to end the war only
through a comprehensive peace deal. So it appears that Mr. Trump, after the Alaska talks, has
shifted from pushing for a ceasefire, which is the Ukrainian demand, to endorsing a peace
agreement, which is the Russian position.

This does not mean that an agreement is within reach. Moscow has clearly laid out its core
demands for an agreement. Firstly, Ukraine must remain a neutral country (meaning, no NATO
membership and no NATO troops on its territory); secondly, the five oblasts that Russia has
annexed (Crimea, Donetsk, Luhansk, Zaporizhzhia and Kherson) must be formally recognised as
part of the Russian Federation, and Western sanctions be lifted; third, Ukraine must be
demilitarised. Ukraine, despite the battlefield setbacks, says it will not cede territory for peace.
Europe fears that recognising a Russian victory would leave a stronger Moscow on their
doorsteps, deepening their security challenges.

The Alaska summit could open a new era of engagement between Washington and Moscow after
decades of hostility. But it is unclear how Mr. Trump would sell a peace agreement based on
Russia’s core demands to Ukrainians and Europeans. Russia, which has made dramatic territorial
gains in eastern Ukraine in recent days, faces no real pressure on the battlefield to make
concessions.

PEACE MOMENTUM

The unprecedented multilateral summit at the White House on Monday between U.S. President
Donald Trump and a host of European leaders, including Ukraine President Volodymyr Zelenskyy,
just after Mr. Trump’s meeting with Russian leader Vladimir Putin in Alaska on Friday, points to a
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renewed willingness on all sides to end the Ukraine war. The Alaska summit marked a new start
in Mr. Trump’s push for conflict resolution, although it did not yield an immediate breakthrough.
While Mr. Trump invited Mr. Zelenskyy to the White House to discuss ‘the Putin proposal’,
European leaders, including the British Prime Minister, France’s President and the chiefs of the
European Commission and NATO, also travelled to Washington, in a strong show of solidarity with
Ukraine. Mr. Zelenskyy’s visit to the White House, in February, had gone poorly. This time, Mr.
Zelenskyy and his European allies were careful not to upset their host.

The message from Europe is clear: irrespective of Washington’s position, Europe is firmly
committed to Ukraine’s security. But European leaders also recognise that they lack the capability
to continue to back Ukraine in a war it is not winning should the U.S. cut off its weapons supplies
to Kyiv. So, the challenge before the French and British leaders was to persuade Mr. Trump — he
has already ruled out NATO membership for Ukraine — to offer some form of American support
for security guarantees to Ukraine as part of a final settlement. Europe has already begun planning
to send a “reassurance force” to Ukraine. Mr. Trump’s comments signalling support for the idea of
security guarantee were a small but significant breakthrough. He said Europe would be “the first
line of defence” but did not rule out American involvement, adding that Mr. Putin would accept
western security guarantees for Ukraine. The next big question is on where to draw the ceasefire
line. Mr. Putin wants all of Donbas and is willing to freeze the frontline in the south. Mr. Zelenskyy
and his European partners have so far ruled out any territorial concessions for peace, but all sides
are ready to continue the talks. Mr. Zelenskyy should adopt a pragmatic approach, weighing
Ukraine’s future security against its present battlefield vulnerabilities. Mr. Putin should realise
that this may be his best opportunity to end the war that he launched in February 2022. Mr. Trump
and the European leaders must now work towards a compromise formula that addresses
Ukraine’s future security needs and Russia’s past grievances. The current momentum for peace
should not be squandered.

ISRAEL’S GAZA CITY PLAN: A DANGEROUS ESCALATION

On August 8, 2025, Israel’s security cabinet approved Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu’s plan
to seize Gaza City, marking a perilous escalation in the nearly two-year war with Hamas. The
operation, dubbed “Gideon’s Chariots,” aims to dismantle Hamas’s stronghold with 50,000
reservists and a deadline for civilian evacuation by October 7, per Newsweek. While Israel claims
humanitarian aid provisions, the move, condemned by the UN and allies like the UK, risks
catastrophic displacement and famine exacerbation in an already devastated Gaza.

The plan, detailed by Al Jazeera and CNN, involves a ground offensive and siege to target Hamas'’s
tunnel network, with Israel controlling 75% of Gaza but not Gaza City. Netanyahu'’s office insists
on “security control” without permanent occupation, yet his Fox News remarks about controlling
“all of Gaza” fuel fears of broader ambitions. The decision follows stalled ceasefire talks, with
Hamas accusing Netanyahu of sabotaging negotiations, per ABC News. Over 61,000 Palestinians
have died since October 2023, and 200 from starvation, per AP News, with Gaza City’s 1 million
residents facing forced displacement to southern “concentration zones,” as an X post by
@A]JEnglish noted.

International backlash is fierce. UK Prime Minister Keir Starmer called the plan “wrong,” warning
of more bloodshed, while the UN labelled it “deeply alarming,” per France24. Domestic opposition,
including from Israeli military leaders like Eyal Zamir, cites risks to hostages and soldiers, per
Axios. The operation’s humanitarian toll, with famine confirmed in Gaza City (UNRWA), demands

urgent global action.
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Israel’s security concerns are real, but this escalation risks regional destabilization and moral
failure. A ceasefire, hostage release, and unhindered aid are critical to avert further catastrophe.
The international community must press for diplomacy over military overreach, lest Gaza's
tragedy deepens.

WHY SRI LANKA’S TAMILS ARE FLAGGING MILITARISATION

The story so far:

On August 18, Sri Lanka’s prominent Tamil party the Ilankai Tamil Arasu Kadchi (ITAK), called a
symbolic hartal across the Tamil-majority north and east, to protest militarisation of the former
war zone, 16 years after the Sri Lankan armed forces crushed the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam
(LTTE). Businesses and commercial establishments across the northern and eastern provinces
remained shut for a few hours in the morning — while some remained open owing to political
differences with the ITAK — joining the call to demilitarise their districts.

What prompted the hartal call?

The recent killing of 32-year-old Ethirmanasingham Kapilraj of Mullaitivu district, in Sri Lanka’s
northern province triggered it. The young Tamil man died in an alleged attack by military men
from an army camp located in the district. In a letter to President Anura Kumara Dissanayake on
August 10, the ITAK demanded an “unhindered, thorough investigation” into Mr. Kapilraj’s death,
and also highlighted the “oppressive conduct and excessive presence of the military” in the north
and east after the war ended. The government has promised to hold a thorough investigation and
bring the perpetrators to book. The police has arrested three soldiers in connection with the
killing.

What is the govt.’s stand on military?

For many civic activists in Sri Lanka, the demand for de-militarising the north and east, is also
lined to the larger call to downsize the country’s bloated military service. In March this year
President Dissanayake, who is also the Minister of Defence, announced plans to downsize the
military by 2030. The latest Budget allocated LKR 442 billion, or roughly $1.5 billion, to the
Ministry of Defence — significantly more than the amount set aside for education, local
commentators observed. In its analysis of the 2024 Budget estimates, Colombo-based think tank
Verité Research found that expenditure on just the uniforms and diets in the defence sector was
projected to increase by a significant LKR 75 billion (or nearly $250 million), or 258% compared
to 2022. “As a percentage of GDP, Sri Lanka spends nearly 2% on military expenses, an
extraordinarily high amount for a country that does not face an existential security threat,” retired
army officer Major Gen. Dr. Boniface Perera observed in a newspaper column earlier this year.

What is the extent of military presence in the north and east?

While specific data of camps and troops currently stationed are not available in the public domain,
the presence of uniformed men is visibly greater in the island nation’s north and east provinces,
compared to the rest of the country. The military is also seen running local businesses, including
hotels and restaurants, farms and other facilities, competing with the locals who are trying to
rebuild their lives and livelihoods that were destroyed in the protracted war.

In Mullaitivu district in particular — the site of the final battle of the civil war in which armed
forces are accused of killing tens of thousands of civilians — armed military personnel can be seen
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manning several traffic junctions and checkpoints, periodically inspecting vehicles passing by. In
a 2017 report titled ‘Normalising the Abnormal: The Militarisation of Mullaitivu District,
published eight years after the civil war, non-governmental advocacy organisations Adayaalam
Centre for Policy Research (ACPR) and People for Equality and Relief in Lanka (PEARL) found that
there were some 60,000 military personnel among just over 1,30,322 civilians in the district.

The military has also been controlling huge amounts of people’s land, including agricultural land
and sites of worship, in the post war years, sparking several people’s struggles in the north and
east. Military spokesman Brigadier Franklin Joseph told The Hindu that 91% of military-held land
have been returned to the people. Military presence has also “significantly reduced” since the
war’s end, he said, while declining to share the exact numbers.

President Dissanayake has assured that military-held land in the north and east will be returned
to the rightful owners, and that his government was taking steps to expedite the same.

Further, Tamil parliamentarians have in the past accused the military of creating a “drug
dependency” among Tamil youth. In a parliamentary address in 2022, Jaffna MP Gajen
Ponnambalam spoke of the military’s “involvement” in the drug menace. “They are the biggest
peddlers of drugs in the north and east, particularly in Jaffna. By extension the police are also in
it,” he said.

What do rights advocates state?

In its latest report on the situation of human rights in Sri Lanka, the Office of the UN High
Commissioner for Human Rights notes: “Sixteen years after the end of the war, meaningful and
comprehensive security sector reform is yet to take place. Consequently, the surveillance
apparatus, especially in the north and east, has remained largely intact, with minimal oversight or
direction from the central government.”

It urged the Sri Lankan government to “avoid involvement of military in law enforcement,
commercial activities and civil affairs and significantly reduce military presence in the Northern
and Eastern Provinces as part of security sector reform”.

DECADES AFTER 1971 CONFLICT, PAK. WOOS BANGLADESH AS INDIA WATCHES CLOSELY

More than half a century after the bloody rupture of 1971, the ghosts of the past continue to haunt
the relationship between Bangladesh and Pakistan. For many in Dhaka, the memories of
massacres, atrocities and displacement remain indelible scars, with survivors and intellectuals
demanding acknowledgment and justice that Islamabad has never offered. Yet history, however
painful, does not always dictate the future. As recent developments suggest, geopolitics often
compels nations to recalibrate old animosities in favour of pragmatic cooperation. The latest
outreach between Dhaka and Islamabad points to such a moment, raising questions about the
balance of power in South Asia and India’s ability to hold its ground in a shifting neighbourhood.

The context of this thaw lies in Bangladesh’s domestic churn. The fall of Sheikh Hasina's long-
dominant government in 2024 marked the collapse of a regime that had closely aligned the
country with India. For years, Hasina had ensured that Dhaka remained New Delhi’'s most
dependable partner in the region, from counterterrorism cooperation to connectivity projects.
Her ouster, however, created space for political reorientation. Nobel Peace laureate Muhammad
Yunus, at the helm of the interim administration, has displayed a willingness to diversify
Bangladesh’s foreign relations. In this backdrop, the arrival of Pakistan’s Commerce Minister,
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followed by its Foreign Minister—the highest-level visits in more than a decade—signifies a
conscious attempt by both sides to reset ties.

Trade has been the most visible entry point. The two countries began sea trade in 2023, and in
recent months, government-to-government commerce has expanded. Dhaka and Islamabad have
eased visa restrictions and even discussed limited military cooperation. For Bangladesh, encircled
on three sides by India and dependent on Indian goodwill for much of its connectivity, such
diversification offers room for manoeuvre. For Pakistan, isolated regionally and struggling
economically, closer ties with Dhaka provide a chance to break diplomatic stagnation.

For India, however, these developments are disquieting. Bangladesh has long been central to New
Delhi’s “Neighbourhood First” policy. Its geographical location provides a bridge to the Northeast,
while its political partnership under Hasina insulated India from hostile influences in its eastern
flank. The prospect of Dhaka flirting with Islamabad, at a time when India’s relationship with
Pakistan remains frozen in hostility, threatens to upset this balance. Observers already warn of
the possibility of a new strategic axis—Pakistan and Bangladesh converging to reduce Indian
influence. Even if such a partnership remains limited to trade and symbolic gestures, it would alter
the psychological and diplomatic landscape of South Asia.
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NATIONAL

ISRAEL’S ASTRONOMY OLYMPIAD BAN: POLITICS IN THE STARS?

On August 18, 2025, the International Olympiad on Astronomy and Astrophysics (I0AA), hosted
in Mumbai, voted overwhelmingly to suspend Israel as a recognized national team from future
editions, citing its military actions in Gaza and restrictions on Palestinian participation. The
decision, backed by 536 scientists’ signatures and reported by The Hindu, allows Israeli students
to compete individually under the I0AA flag but strips the nation of official status. This move,
while rooted in calls for justice, risks politicizing a platform meant to unite young minds through
science.

The I0AA’s resolution, supported by 64 member countries, follows a precedent set with Russia
and Belarus over Ukraine, as noted by IOAA president Aniket Sule (Indian Express). The petition
highlighted Israel’s blockade preventing a full Palestinian team, with only one student from Jenin
participating, and cited Gaza’s humanitarian crisis, including over 60,000 deaths, per Hindustan
Times. Yet, Israel’s Consul General Kobbi Shoshani called it a “political decision,” arguing it
sidelines a nation with a strong scientific heritage, per The Tribune. Notably, Israel has never
fielded an IOAA team since 2007, per The Wire, raising questions about the suspension’s practical
impact.

The decision sparks debate. Supporters, including physicist Suvrat Raju, see it as a stand against
violations of international law, per Prensa Latina. Critics, like @rameshrants on X, argue it's a
politicized overreach by “left-liberal scientists” on Indian soil. The IOAA’s mission to foster global
cooperation in science clashes with such exclusions, potentially alienating talent and escalating
geopolitical tensions in academic spaces.

Science should transcend politics. While the I0AA’s stance reflects moral outrage, it risks
undermining its own ethos. Dialogue, not bans, could better address Palestine’s participation
barriers. The international community must ensure platforms like the I0AA remain spaces for
unity, not division, lest young astronomers pay the price for geopolitical battles.

CONNECTING RESTIVE XINJIANG TO TIBET, A NEW CHINESE RAILWAY

Earlier this month, China established the Xinjiang-Xizang Railway Co Ltd, which state media
described as a “significant step in the development of one of China’s most advanced transport
projects”.

— The planned railway is important because it will connect two historically restive Chinese
border regions adjoining each other — the Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous Region in the northwest,
and Tibet, officially Xizang Autonomous Region, in the south of the country.

— Both autonomous regions are large, have unique demographics, and harsh terrain and climatic
conditions that make the construction of infrastructure projects challenging.

— Increasing access inside these regions, however, has been an important Chinese policy goal in
recent decades. The proposed line will run close to the Line of Actual Control (LAC).

— The plan to connect Xinjiang with Tibet has been mentioned in Chinese official documents for
years, and is part of China’s policy to boost rail infrastructure in the region.
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— The Xinjiang-Xizang line will run “from Hotan in northwest China’s Xinjiang Uygur autonomous
region to Shigatse and Lhasa in Xizang”, and will be “part of China’s five planned railway corridors
into Xizang”, a report in China Daily said.

— The project has multiple aims, from facilitating the movement of soldiers to harnessing
untapped economic potential in these regions.

— Desai pointed out that the railways, which now extend to many far-flung regions, facilitate the
large-scale mobilisation of troops and movement of defence equipment. This military objective is
important in the desert-like parts of Xinjiang, where the conventional economic incentive for
investment is not strong.

— The minority Muslim Uyghurs and Buddhist Tibetans have long been subjected to an official
policy of “Sinicisation”, or a centering of the cultural practices of the majority ethnic Han Chinese.

— The state has typically employed a carrot-and-stick approach towards these populations, which
has ensured that no major protests or uprising-like incidents have occurred in more than a decade
and a half, Desai said.

— These infra projects picked up steady pace about two decades ago. “China started looking
towards its western region with a “Go West” strategy in 2000. They identified 12 provinces for
attention, including these two (Xinjiang and Tibet),” Desai said.

— The new railway could pass through Aksai Chin. Though lagging behind China, India has made
an infrastructure push of its own over the last several years, including after the 2020 Galwan clash.

— In 2023, Defence Minister Rajnath Singh inaugurated 90 border infrastructure projects, from a
tunnel in Arunachal Pradesh to a military airfield in Ladakh.

Do You Know:

— Xinjiang is technically an autonomous region within China — its largest region, rich in minerals,
and sharing borders with eight countries, including India, Pakistan, Russia and Afghanistan.

— The Uighurs are Muslim, they don’t speak Mandarin as their native language, and have an
ethnicity and culture that is different from that of mainland China. They are concentrated in the
Xinjiang province.

— Last month, China formally began construction of a massive dam on the Brahmaputra river
close to the border with Arunachal Pradesh at a ceremony that was attended by Premier Li Qiang.

— The dam on the Yarlung Zangbo (or Tsangpo), as the Brahmaputra is known in Tibet, is being
built at the “Great Bend”, where the river makes a U-turn in Medog county before entering India
at Gelling in Arunachal Pradesh. The river is called Siang in Arunachal Pradesh.

— India issued no official reaction after the July 19 ceremony. But New Delhi has said it is
monitoring Chinese infrastructure interventions on the river.

— In January, Ministry of External Affairs spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal had said: “As a lower
riparian state with established user rights to the waters of the river, we have consistently
expressed...our views and concerns to the Chinese side over mega projects on rivers in their
territory.
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AFTER WANG YI’S VISIT, TAKING STOCK OF INDIA-CHINA BILATERAL TIES

Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi’s visit to India was the first ministerial visit from China since
the two countries decided last October to disengage at the border.

— At his meeting with Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Tuesday, Wang said bilateral relations
had experienced “ups and downs, and the lessons learned are worth remembering”, according to
China’s Foreign Ministry readout.

— In October 2019, President Xi Jinping and Prime Minister Modi met in Mahabalipuram for their
second informal summit. As the leaders famously posed in front of the ‘Krishna’s Butterball’ rock,
there was a sense of euphoria around India-China ties.

— Just eight months later, the situation had changed dramatically. Indian and Chinese troops
clashed violently in Galwan in eastern Ladakh, and 20 Indian Army personnel including a Colonel-
rank officer and at least four Chinese soldiers were killed.

— Over the years that followed, the two armies remained eyeball-to-eyeball at multiple places,
and there were reports of confrontations and pictures and reports of infrastructure-building on
both sides.

— After several rounds of negotiations between diplomats and military leaders, there were troop
withdrawals at some places. By mid-2024, the needle began to move in a significant manner.

On October 21, the two sides agreed to complete the disengagement process in the last two
remaining locations in Depsang and Demchok. President Xi and PM Modi met in Kazan on October
23 and decided to mend ties.

— Since then, External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar, Defence Minister Rajnath Singh, National
Security Advisor Ajit Doval, and Foreign Secretary Vikram Misri have all travelled to China.

— The two sides have agreed to move forward on two fronts — border issues and bilateral ties —
without allowing one to impact the other. The parallel engagement was agreed upon after the
1988 visit of then PM Rajiv Gandhi to China, and had been followed until 2020.

— In the dual-track strategy adopted now, India and China have agreed to form at least three new
border-related mechanisms.

— The two sides also agreed to use the border management mechanisms at the diplomatic and
military levels to carry forward the process of “border management, and discuss de-escalation”,
beginning with the principles and modalities.

— On the bilateral front, the two sides have agreed to resume direct flight connectivity” at the
earliest; facilitate visas to tourists, businesses, media and other visitors; re-open border trade
through the designated trading points at Lipulekh Pass, Shipki La Pass, and Nathu La Pass; and
facilitate trade and investment flows through concrete measures.

— On trans-border rivers cooperation, the Chinese side agreed to “share hydrological information
during emergency situations based on humanitarian considerations”.
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A PRODUCTIVE VISIT

Judging by the statements and readouts from both sides, Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi’s two-
day visit to India this week was extremely productive. While Mr. Wang was in Delhi at the
invitation of NSA Ajit Doval for the 24th Special Representatives talk on the boundary question,
he also met External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar for bilateral talks and the normalisation process
after the four-year military standoff at the Line of Actual Control. Mr. Wang was also received by
Prime Minister Narendra Modi who said that he would travel to Tianjin for the Shanghai
Cooperation Organisation (SCO) meeting. Mr. Modi will meet with Chinese President Xi Jinping. In
Delhi, India and China agreed to resume border trade at three points, restart direct flights, expand
the Kailash Manasarovar yatra slots for pilgrims and relax visas. While there were positive
discussions on the lifting of export restrictions by China on fertilizers, rare earth products and
boring machinery, it is unclear whether there was headway on China’s demand that India lift its
scrutiny of Chinese FDI in Indian companies. The two sides agreed to expedite the process of
boundary resolution of the 3,500 km India-China border. Significantly, the Modi government
agreed to build on the 2005 agreement of Political Parameters and Guiding Principles for the
Settlement of the India-China Boundary Question. Meanwhile, the Chinese Ambassador Xu
Feihong said that China opposes the U.S.’s “bully” move of imposing 50% tariffs on India.

The outcomes indicate that Delhi has decided it can now “move ahead” from the PLA
transgressions, Galwan clashes and the standoff. While Mr. Doval said that the “borders have been
quiet”, the government was made uncomfortably aware that even with a stable border, other long-
standing problems will continue to shadow ties. Mr. Wang later left for Kabul to work with
Pakistan and the Taliban on a plan to extend the BRI and China-Pakistan Economic Corridor —
India is opposed to both — into Afghanistan. He then flew to Islamabad for a strategic dialogue
with his Pakistani counterparts. China’s diplomatic support to Pakistan after the Pahalgam attacks
and during Operation Sindoor did not come up during Mr. Wang’s visit, but provide an ominous
overhang to ties, as did Ambassador Xu's contention that Pakistan too is a victim of terrorism.
While the U.S.’s attack on Indian trade and economy may be spurring New Delhi’s efforts, the reset
with China must not come from a perceived position of weakness, and the next steps must be
taken keeping in focus the strategic challenge.

INDIA’S FOREIGN POLICY AGILITY MUST BE BACKED BY UNITY AND REFORM AT HOME

The recent to-and-fro in India-Russia-China diplomacy and their impending summits could be
viewed, arguably, against the backdrop of New Delhi’s recent discomforts with US President
Donald Trump. In what has been a particularly active week for Indian foreign policy, Chinese
Foreign Minister Wang Yi was in New Delhi for the 24th round of boundary talks, after which
External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar travelled to Moscow to co-chair the 26th session of the
India-Russia Inter-Governmental Commission. In less than two weeks, PM Modi will meet with
President Xi Jinping at the SCO, and Russian President Vladimir Putin is set to visit India later this
year. While these engagements are independent of the Trump disruptions, in the face of tensions
with Washington, they have acquired a new dimension.

India’s immediate concern with respect to Russia is Trump’s threat of secondary tariffs on cheap
oil purchases. With the Trump-Putin summit in Alaska offering little clarity on the Ukraine war,
the US has doubled down on the tariff threat: The US Treasury Secretary, Scott Bessent, this week
accused India of profiteering from Russian oil, while Trump’s trade adviser, Peter Navarro, wrote
an op-ed bluntly titled ‘India’s oil lobby is funding Putin’s war machine — that has to stop’. India
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can only hope that the US and Russia reach a deal over Ukraine and that Trump rolls back the
additional 25 per cent tariff threat. Whatever direction this issue takes, however, going ahead, the
larger lesson is that New Delhi must pursue independent relations with the “great powers”, and
foreign policy agility must be shored up by unity and long-overdue economic reform at home.

India’s engagement with China has accelerated since the formal conclusion of the disengagement
process nearly a year ago. During Wang’s visit to Delhi, the two sides agreed to restart direct flights
and border trade, and to establish new mechanisms on border management. Significantly,
Beijing’s official handout urged India and China to “demonstrate their responsibility as major
powers”. Yet it would be naive to believe that China will not continue to view relations with India
through a zero-sum competitive lens. The border dispute remains unresolved, and while
disengagement has taken place, the de-escalation that Jaishankar reiterated in his talks with Wang
(who visited Islamabad right after New Delhi) still hasn’t begun. Beijing appears to see merit in
keeping up the pressure along the border. China’s defence capacity has grown formidable, while
India continues to run a trade deficit of over $100 billion with it, amid tensions with its largest
export market, the US: This makes it all the more vital for India to step up domestic economic
reform, enhance its technological capabilities, modernise the defence sector — India successfully
test-fired Agni-5 on Wednesday — and strengthen security partnerships with its Asian partners.
Only by moving towards narrowing the gap with China can New Delhi build enough leverage with
Beijing.

NATIONALIST IN IRELAND, INDIA: HOW A FUTURE INDIAN PRESIDENT WAS INSPIRED

Irish President Michael D Higgins last week condemned the recent spate of racist attacks on Indian
immigrants in his country, and said that Ireland’s “connections with India are neither recent nor
superficial”.

— One interesting figure in this shared history is Varahagiri Venkata Giri, who served as the
President of India between 1969 and 1974.

— While attending law school in Dublin from 1913 and 1917, Giri was “drawn irresistibly into the
cross currents of the Irish struggle for self-government,” he wrote in his 1976 autobiography My
Life and Times.

— “Indian students preferred to study in Ireland in preference to England because there was
neither a colour bar nor racial prejudice of any kind among the Irish, probably due to the adverse
circumstances of their history,” he wrote.

— This aside, Giri's biographer G S Bhargava in his V.V. Giri: Portrait of President (1970) also
suggested a social factor. Dublin was already home to a number of Telugu-speaking students, and
of the twelve Indians who accompanied Giri to Dublin in August 1913, seven were Telugu Giri,
who arrived in Ireland at a time of political upheaval, immersed himself in the politics of the
country.

— The labour movement in Ireland was in its full swing. Months before his arrival, Dublin had
seen thousands of workers, led by trade unionist James Larkin and the Irish Transport and General
Workers’ Union, clash with employers over the right to unionise in the “Dublin lock-out” of 1913.

— In Dublin, he became a member of a small clandestine group called the “Anarchical Society”
which, he claimed, “professed belief in using violence and bloodshed to achieve a peaceful end”
and learned “the techniques of incendiarism and bomb-making” to aid India’s freedom struggle.
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— Later, influenced by Mahatma Gandhi’s work in South Africa, the group would abandon violence
and reorganise as the Indian Students’ Association. Giri was the group’s secretary for three years.

— The association’s semi-secret activities included publishing a pamphlet titled ‘Horrors in South
Africa’ which sought to “magnify acts of racial discrimination perpetrated on Indian citizens in
South Africa and bring about natural sympathy for the Indian community in their struggle against
the White Minority Government”.

— Some 100,000 copies of the pamphlet were dispatched to India before being intercepted by
customs for arousing anti-British sentiments.

— The Easter Rising of 1916 saw Irish republicans begin an armed insurrection in the heart of
Dublin during the height of World War I. While the insurrection was crushed and most leaders
hanged to death, the event became a watershed moment in Ireland’s struggle for independence.

— In fact, during his time in Dublin, Giri had cultivated friendships with members of many radical
Irish nationalists, including trade unionist James Connoly who would be executed for leading the
Easter Rising.

— Martial law in Dublin saw the police raiding Indian students’ lodgings. Although nothing
incriminating was found, on June 1, 1916, Giri was served with an order to leave the UK (at the
time all of Ireland was a part of the UK) by July 1.

— While he completed his final law examinations at the King’s Inns, Giri was unable to finish his
bachelors’ or pursue further studies in Philadelphia as he had planned. Yet, he was not dejected
when having to leave Ireland.

— Less than six years later, Giri was leading the Bengal-Nagpur Railway Indian Labour Union and
emerging as one of India’s foremost labour leaders... The strike, in Mulvagh'’s eyes, bore clear
echoes of Dublin’s labour militancy.

Do You Know:

— V.V. Giri served as the fourth President of India, holding the office from August 24, 1969, to
August 24, 1974. Born on August 10, 1894, in Berhampur, Odisha, Giri was a prominent figure in
the Indian political landscape, known for his contributions to the labour movement and his strong
advocacy for worker’s rights.

— Giri served as the Vice President of India from 1967 to 1969 before becoming the President of
India. Notably, he was the only person to have been elected as an independent candidate to the
presidency, underscoring his broad acceptability and popularity across political lines.

— Throughout his career, Giri was deeply committed to the principles of social justice and
equality. His work in the sphere of labour rights and his tenure as President were marked by this
unwavering commitment.

— He is the recipient of the Bharat Ratna 1975. He passed away on June 24, 1980.
WHAT IS RECOURSE IF GOVERNOR KEEPS BILLS PENDING, ASKS SUPREME COURT

Hearing the reference made by President Droupadi Murmu, a five-judge Constitution bench of the
Supreme Court on Tuesday sought to know “what is the constitutionally permissible recourse for

4™ FLOOR SHATABDI TOWER, SAKCHI, JAMSHEDPUR
13


http://www.youtube.com/c/DreamIAS

o 91 9334622397
&DreamlAS 51 100474838

Learning made simple... u www.youtube.com/c/DreamlAS P ——

a Constitutional Court” in situations where the Governor keeps Bills pending. The bench, headed
by Chief Justice of India B R Gavai, also asked what was wrong if the President seeks views,
through a presidential reference, on whether such timelines can be imposed on Governors and
the President.

— On April 8, while hearing the case related to pending Bills in Tamil Nadu, the two-Judge bench
had set a timeline for Governors to act on pending Bills, and, for the first time, prescribed that the
President should take a decision on the Bills reserved for consideration by the Governor within
three months from the date on which such reference is received.

— In a reference to the Supreme Court in May, President Murmu posed 14 crucial questions on
the verdict.

— Attorney General R Venkataramani argued that Articles 200 and 201, which deal with the
powers of the Governor and President to give assent to Bills, are also part of the basic structure of
the Constitution and the court’s decision to fix timelines “dilutes” their power to reject a Bill.
Venkataramani contended that the court cannot set such timelines as it would amount to “taking
over the functions of the Governor.” He submitted that prescribing timelines which have not been
imposed by the Constitution would amount to a “constitutional amendment”.

— Venkataramani, however, said the verdict would act as a precedent and could be applied to
matters with similar facts.

— At the outset, the C]I said the bench would first examine objections to the maintainability of the
reference under Article 143 of the Constitution.

— Justice Kant said the court was sitting in advisory jurisdiction and would lay down the correct
statement of law. He said it will not, however, amount to overruling the judgment.

— Mehta said a seven-judge Supreme Court bench had held that the court, under Article 143(1),
does have the power to overrule a previous view delivered by it. “View can be overruled, but not
a decision,” the C]I said.

Do You Know:

— The key difference between the governor and the president is in the manner of appointment
and removal — whereas the president is elected by the elected representatives of the country, the
governor is appointed by the Union government alone. Whereas the president can only be
removed by way of impeachment, the governor can be removed from office at the pleasure of the
Union government.

— Article 200 specifically deals with the issue of granting assent to Bills. When a Bill passed by
the legislature of a state is presented to the Governor, the Governor has four options: (1) grant
assent to the Bill; (2) withhold assent to the Bills; (3) return the Bills for reconsideration; or (4)
reserve the Bill for the consideration of the President.

— Under Article 201, the President has two options once a Bill is reserved by the Governor for
his/her consideration - grant or withhold assent.

— Article 142 provides a unique power to the Supreme Court, to do “complete justice” between
the parties, where, at times, the law or statute may not provide a remedy. In those situations, the
court can extend itself to put an end to a dispute in a manner that would fit the facts of the case.
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— Under Article 143(1) of the Constitution, the President may refer a “question of law or fact” to
the Supreme Court for its opinion. The opinion, unlike a ruling, is not binding. A question under
Article 143 may be referred if it “has arisen, or is likely to arise”, and “which is of such a nature
and of such public importance that it is expedient to obtain the opinion of the Supreme Court”.

— Article 145(3) requires any such reference to be heard by five judges, after which the SC returns
the reference to the President with the majority opinion.

— Under the Constitution, the President acts on the aid and advice of the Cabinet. The advisory
jurisdiction allows her the means to seek independent advice to act on certain constitutional
matters. It is a power that the President has invoked on at least 15 occasions since 1950.

SC’S REVISED ORDER ON STRAY DOGS OPENS UP SPACE FOR LONG-TERM SOLUTIONS

If the furore following the Supreme Court’s August 11 order, which directed that all stray dogs in
Delhi-NCR be removed to shelters, showed a deep polarisation of attitudes, then its modification
of the order on Friday is an opportunity to tackle a serious issue in a more thoughtful, scientific
manner. The three-judge bench, to which the matter was reassigned after the original order was
reserved, strikes a balance between established animal welfare laws and public safety concerns:
Among other directions, the Court has said that while sterilised and vaccinated dogs are to be
released where they were picked up from, the ones that have rabies or are suspected to have it, or
display aggressive behaviour, are to remain in the shelters. The new order opens up space for
tempers to calm down, so that a sustainable and humane solution to a stubborn problem may be
found.

What this requires, in the first place, is an acknowledgement of, and introspection over, the
reasons for the failure of the Animal Birth Control (Dog) Rules. Both a paucity of resources and a
lack of will on the part of local governance have hobbled efforts to manage the stray dog
population. In its order on Friday, the Court asked municipal authorities to give a full picture of
the resources available, including the number of pounds, veterinarians, dog-catching personnel
and cages/vehicles required for compliance with the ABC Rules. With the Court now expanding
the scope of the matter to include all states and Union Territories, these hard numbers can help
plug holes and be used to formulate a more realistic solution. They can help local bodies in other
parts of the country, especially those that may not have the kind of resources that Delhi-NCR does,
to form a clearer idea of the challenges, and develop a more targeted approach. Numbers can also
help make a stronger case for why the vast community of those who care for “streeties” must be
included if there is to be a lasting solution: Their help can be sought, for example, in ensuring that
each dog in a locality is kept up-to-date with vaccinations, including for rabies — something that
may be beyond the capacity of resource-poor municipal bodies.

That the problem of stray dogs is deeply linked to unmanaged solid waste cannot be ignored; like
so many other species, such as pigeons, crows and cats, dogs too have come to depend on
overflowing rubbish bins and garbage dumps for food. Tackling the trash problem can go a long
way towards controlling the stray dog population. In addition to correcting other past mistakes,
municipal authorities should not delay addressing this problem.

SEDITION REDUX

Filing frivolous cases against publications and summoning journalists without proper
investigation or perusal of material evidence have become a part of the police playbook in States
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ruled by vindictive politicians who brook no criticism. The Assam Police’s decision to reportedly
summon the founding editor Siddharth Varadarajan and consulting editor Karan Thapar of The
Wire under Section 152, among others, of the BNS, is yet another case of the state trampling on
press freedom. The fact that the summons were issued by the Guwahati Crime Branch to the
journalists in a fresh sedition FIR on the same day, August 12, when the Supreme Court had issued
notice on The Wire’s petition challenging the constitutional validity of the new sedition law
(Section 152) and had protected them from any “coercive action” by the Assam Police, makes
these actions egregious. The summons, apart from another one related to a case registered at the
Morigaon Police Station, seem to pertain to a report in The Wire on Operation Sindoor. The Wire
has also pointed to other disturbing issues — the summons do not carry the FIR date or provide
any details of the alleged offence or include a copy of the FIR — all of which are mandatory
according to the BNSS sections associated with the summons. In addition, keeping the FIRs secret
and not mentioning the reasons for the summons hint at police intimidation.

Critics of Section 152 had rightly feared that it was a rebranded version of the colonial-era sedition
law, whose cases the Court had kept in abeyance in 2022. Section 152 has even more expansive
and dangerous provisions, setting the bar much lower for prosecution than the previous sedition
law. Terms such as “knowingly” could allow for prosecution even where there was no malicious
intent to cause harm, unlike Section 124A’s strict requirement to prove clear intent to incite
disaffection. The vague language around “sovereignty, unity, and integrity of India” provides
dangerous latitude to law enforcement agencies. Even legitimate acts such as criticism of
government policy could be construed as “endangering unity”. Without clear definitions or
safeguards, Section 152 can target individuals for merely expressing opinions that authorities
deem threatening. This law’s invocation against journalists questioning government narratives
creates a chilling effect on press freedom. The Court’s intervention in The Wire’s case, to examine
Section 152’s constitutional validity while protecting journalists from coercive action,
acknowledges the potential for abuse. However, the Assam Police’s defiant response suggests that
without stronger judicial oversight and clearer guidelines, Section 152 will continue to be
weaponised against dissent. The onus now lies on the Court to recognise the unconstitutionality
of the sedition laws, in their earlier form or rebranded, which have no place in a democratic
society.

JUSTICE IS NOT ABOUT ‘TEACHING SOMEONE A LESSON’

In a recent judgment on a custodial death case from Chhattisgarh, the Chhattisgarh High Court
made an observation that should unsettle anyone who believes in the rule of law. The High Court
noted that the police officers involved in the death of a man in custody appeared to have intended
“to teach a lesson” to the victim for misbehaving in public.

The facts of the case are as troubling as the language used. In this case, a Dalit man, arrested for
alleged public misbehaviour, died in custody just hours after a medical check found no injuries.
However, the postmortem revealed 26 wounds. Four police officers were convicted of murder by
the trial court, but the High Court reduced it to culpable homicide, citing lack of intent but
knowledge that the assault could cause death.

Violence cannot be framed as deterrence

The statement, quietly embedded in a detailed legal opinion, is not just an off-hand remark. It is
the reflection of a deeply problematic institutional mindset, one that rationalises state violence
not as a constitutional aberration but as a tolerable, even necessary, tool for discipline.
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The judiciary must resist the temptation to rationalise police brutality, especially under the moral
guise of correction or deterrence. “Teaching a lesson” is neither a principle found in the
Constitution of India nor a recognised standard of justice. Rather, it is a phrase rooted in vigilante
logic, a framework where violence is met with greater violence; where the law is enforced not
through rights and procedures but through fear and punishment.

The real concern lies not in the commutation of the sentence, but in the conceptual framing of
what happened. By stating that the officers intended to “teach a lesson”, the High Court
inadvertently reinforces the very logic that normalises custodial torture in India. It suggests that
the High Court views the violence not as a product of systemic rot but as a misguided form of
discipline, excessive, perhaps, but still anchored in purpose. This is not a matter of semantics.
Language shapes legal reasoning, and legal reasoning shapes policy. When a constitutional court
appears to accept teaching a lesson as a partial justification or explanation for custodial violence,
it reinforces a culture where officers feel emboldened to act as both enforcer and judge. It invites
future violators to believe their actions will be read not as unlawful, but as excessive zeal.

Violence as a caste-coded enforcement

What gets erased in this framework is the identity of the victim, in this case a member of a
Scheduled Caste. The trial court acquitted the prime accused under the Scheduled Castes and
Scheduled Tribes (Prevention of Atrocities) Act, 1989 (SC/ST Act) and the High Court did not
interfere. By demanding specific proof that the violence was caste motivated, the High Court
ignored the lived reality of caste power. A Dalit man beaten to death in police custody by upper
caste officers in rural India is not an incidental tragedy. It reflects a broader pattern of caste-coded
enforcement.

India’s jurisprudence around the SC/ST Act remains trapped in a narrow reading. Courts tend to
interpret the law as requiring explicit evidence that the assault occurred because of caste, ignoring
that structural power itself often motivates and enables the violence. As long as the legal system
demands overt slurs or declared caste intent to invoke the Act, it will continue to deny justice in
most of the very cases the law was designed to address.

That India has a custodial violence problem is no longer in dispute. Multiple judgments by the
Supreme Court of India, from Shri D.K. Basu, Ashok K. Johri vs State of West Bengal, State of U.P.
to Munshi Singh Gautam (D) and Ors. vs State of M.P., have emphasised the need for procedural
safeguards, transparency in detention and strict limits on police force. Yet, deaths in custody
continue at an alarming rate, disproportionately affecting Dalits, Adivasis and the poor. Despite
clear judicial guidelines, compliance remains sporadic and enforcement weak. Investigations are
often conducted by the very institutions implicated in the abuse.

The path for judicial integrity

This is why judicial language matters. Courts must not only hold individuals accountable but also
interrogate the institutional norms that enable violence. Every time a court suggests that violence
was used “to teach a lesson”, it sends a subtle but powerful message that state brutality is
regrettable, but sometimes understandable. That some people, under some circumstances, may
deserve it.

This is a dangerous path. The police are not agents of correction through coercion, but
constitutional functionaries bound by the law. Justifying custodial violence for a minor offence
such as public nuisance blurs that line dangerously. “Teaching a lesson” is not justice. It
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undermines a system built on proportionality, dignity and due process. Deterrence comes from
legal punishment, not from state-sanctioned force. When courts validate such reasoning, they
weaken the very constitutional order they are meant to uphold.

What is needed is not symbolic outrage but structural change. Courts must reinforce that violence
in custody is never disciplinary. It is, in fact, criminal. The SC/ST Act must be robustly applied in
every case where social power is weaponised. Independent accountability mechanisms must be
strengthened and procedural safeguards made enforceable.

Most of all, the judiciary must not give moral shelter to extra-legal instincts. The idea that public
misbehaviour deserves private punishment is not justice but authoritarianism in slow motion. A
Constitution built on dignity, equality, and the rule of law cannot coexist with a justice system that
tolerates “lessons” written in bruises.

‘IS THIS A JOKE?": GAUHATI HIGH COURT ON CEMENT COMPANY BEING ALLOTTED 3,000
BIGHAS IN ASSAM’S TRIBAL DISTRICT

The Gauhati High Court, in a hearing last week, made sharp observations about the allotment of
3,000 bighas of land (around 4 square kilometres) in Assam’s tribal Dima Hasao district to a
private company to set up a cement factory.

— The Court directed the state to furnish the policy under which “such a huge chunk of land” has
been allotted for the purpose in a region under the Sixth Schedule of the Indian Constitution. Dima
Hasao is a tribal majority hill district in Assam, administered through provisions under the 6th
Schedule of the Indian Constitution with an autonomous council, the North Cachar Hills
Autonomous Council (NCHAC).

— In October 2024, a plot of land measuring 2,000 bighas was allotted to Mahabal Cement Private
Limited, a private company with its registered address in Kolkata, and in November that year, it
was allotted another adjacent plot of 1,000 bighas of land.

— Incidentally, Mahabal Cement had signed an MoU for investment worth Rs 11,000 crore with
the state during the Assam government’s mega investment summit, Advantage Assam 2.0, in
February this year, in which a company spokesperson had said that they would set up a cement
plant in Dima Hasao.

— In its order, the court referred to the size of the allotted land as “extraordinary”. Directing the
state to provide information on the allotment process, the court also noted the rights of tribal
residents of the area concerned, as well as its environmental sensitivity.

— The Umrangso region in Dima Hasao has widespread coal, limestone and granite quarrying
activities and a cement plant.

Do You Know:

— The Sixth Schedule under Article 244 provides for the formation of autonomous administrative
divisions — Autonomous District Councils (ADCs) — that have some legislative, judicial, and
administrative autonomy within a state.

— ADCs have up to 30 members with a term of five years, and can make laws, rules and regulations
with regard to land, forest, water, agriculture, village councils, health, sanitation, village- and

town-level policing, inheritance, marriage and divorce, social customs and mining, etc.
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— The Bodoland Territorial Council in Assam is an exception with more than 40 members and the
right to make laws on 39 issues.

— The Sixth Schedule applies to the Northeastern states of Assam, Meghalaya, Mizoram (three
Councils each), and Tripura (one Council).

LAWFARE POLITICS

Three Bills, including one for a constitutional amendment, introduced hurriedly by the Centre
towards the end of the Parliament session, are purportedly meant to improve probity and
accountability for the Prime Minister, Chief Ministers and Ministers. They will lose their position
if any of them is detained by a law enforcement agency in connection with an offence that is
punishable with imprisonment of five years or more. Upon acquittal, they could return. Any
objective observer would be sceptical of the stated intent of these proposals. The concern
expressed by the Opposition and legal minds that the proposals open a new avenue for
concentration of power with the Centre is legitimate. The claim that the proposed legal regime
applies equally to the Prime Minister too is weak, considering the fact that all investigative
agencies are under the administrative control of the Centre. No central agency will ever detain a
Prime Minister; but they have already arrested several Opposition Chief Ministers. When viewed
against the backdrop of the pattern of the functioning of central agencies, such as the Enforcement
Directorate and the Central Bureau of Investigation, the real intent of the new proposals by the
Centre appears to be to empower itself with sweeping and arbitrary powers, which can be used
against political rivals.

The police are eager to arrest. The increasing difficulty in obtaining bail due to harsh provisions
in laws such as the Prevention of Money Laundering Act and Unlawful Activities Prevention Act,
as well as a judicial diffidence in granting bail is making liberty disturbingly dispensable.
Corruption is dangerous for a society, but combating it cannot be at the cost of the principles of
justice. Corruption prosecutions have attained an unmistakable political character in recent years.
The pattern of an individual being a target of investigation when in the Opposition, but no longer
once he or she switches sides to the Bharatiya Janata Party is noticeable. If the new proposals are
enacted into law, an elected official can be removed from office by mere police action, and without
a fair trial, not to mention a judicial conviction. Considering the certainty that this will, in practice,
only apply to State/Union Territory governments, it will also be a violation of federal principles.
It is not a mere coincidence that the Centre is seeking to invest in State Governors a veto over any
and all decisions of elected legislatures. The existing laws provide for the removal from office of
elected officials who are convicted in cases as defined in the new proposals. These proposals
amount to holding someone guilty until proven innocent, and also dishonouring the verdict of the
people who elected them.

MAKING A POINT

The BJP-led NDA and the Congress-led Opposition parties have announced their respective
candidates for the post of the Vice-President of India, which fell vacant after the abrupt and
intriguing resignation of Jagdeep Dhankhar on July 21, 2025, setting the stage for a fresh face-off.
The numbers are foretold and there is no surprise in store about the outcome. However, this is a
significant ideological battle, and both sides see it as such. The NDA’s candidate, C.P.
Radhakrishnan, is a veteran RSS activist from Tamil Nadu, who has served as a two-term Member
of Parliament, from 1998 to 2004. He is the Governor of Maharashtra. The INDIA bloc parties have
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chosen B. Sudershan Reddy, a retired judge of the Supreme Court of India, born and raised in
undivided Andhra Pradesh. The NDA has a majority and is on a drive to canvas additional
unattached individual voters and parties such as the BJD and the BRS. The YSRCP, bitterly opposed
to the TDP, the NDA'’s partner, in Andhra Pradesh, has pledged its support to Mr. Radhakrishnan.
Justice Reddy’s candidacy has set off some regionalist political posturing in Andhra Pradesh and
Telangana, while Mr. Radhakrishnan’s has caused the same in Tamil Nadu. On this count, the
INDIA bloc managed to push back the NDA’s attempt to put the DMK on the defensive ahead of the
State Assembly election. The BJP hopes that Mr. Radhakrishnan’s elevation will gain it some
mileage in the Assembly election.

The political messaging cannot be clearer. By offering the second-highest office in the country to
a life-long adherent of Hindutva, the BJP has fastened its ties with its mother ship, the RSS. Mr.
Radhakrishnan’s profile is in stark contrast with Mr. Dhankhar, who was a late entrant into the
Sangh Parivar and failed to fit in. The BJP has used state power, which it controls, in a systematic
and effective manner to advance Hindutva. Numerous personality clashes notwithstanding, these
shared convictions hold the Sangh Parivar together. Not only has the BJP managed to hold its
existing partners firmly behind its candidate but it has also managed to win over the YSRCP. As
for the Congress and the Opposition, Justice Reddy’s candidacy is an assertion of its resistance to
the Parivar and an attempt to amplify their social justice slogan. Justice Reddy recently headed
the 11-member independent expert working group that had analysed and interpreted the data
collected during the Telangana Congress government’s Socio, Economic, Education, Employment,
Political and Caste (SEEEPC) Survey 2024. They also hope to use this contest as a rallying cry for
the Opposition to consolidate against the BJP.

WHO DECIDES NOMINATIONS TO UT ASSEMBLIES?

The story so far:

The Union Home Ministry, in its affidavit before the Jammu & Kashmir and Ladakh High Court, has
submitted that the power of the Lieutenant Governor (LG) of Jammu & Kashmir (J&K) to nominate
five members to the Legislative Assembly of J&K can be exercised by him without the aid and
advice of its Council of Ministers.

What does the Constitution state?

The Indian Constitution provides for nominated members in the houses of Parliament and State
legislature. The provision for nominating two Anglo-Indian members to the Lok Sabha and one
Anglo-Indian member to State Legislative Assemblies was discontinued in 2020. The Rajya Sabha
has 12 nominated members. These members are nominated by the President on the aid and advice
of the Union Council of Ministers. In the six States with Legislative Councils, nearly one-sixth of
the members are nominated. These members are nominated by the Governors on the advice of
the States’ Council of Ministers.

What about Union Territories?

The composition of the Legislative Assemblies of three Union Territories (UT) are governed by
acts of Parliament. Section 3 of the Government of National Capital Territory of Delhi Act, 1991
provides for 70 elected members in the Delhi Assembly. There are no nominated MLAs in the Delhi
Assembly. Section 3 of the Government of Union Territories Act, 1963 provides for 30 elected
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members in the Legislative Assembly of Puducherry. It also provides that the Union government
may nominate up to three members to the Puducherry Assembly.

Section 14 of the J&K Reorganisation Act, 2019 (as amended in 2023) provides for a total of 90
elected seats in the Legislative Assembly of J&K.

In addition, Sections 15, 15A and 15B provide that the LG may nominate a total of up to five
members — two women, two Kashmiri migrants and one displaced person from Pakistan
occupied Kashmir — to the J&K Assembly.

What have courts ruled?

The procedure for nomination of members to the Puducherry Assembly came up before the
Madras High Court in the K. Lakshminarayanan versus Union of India (2018) case. The court
upheld the power of the Union government to nominate three members to the Assembly and that
it need not be based on the advice of the UT’s Council of Ministers. Nevertheless, considering the
importance of the matter as well as larger principles involved, the court provided certain
recommendations for consideration of Parliament. It suggested statutory amendments to lay
down a clear and unambiguous procedure for nomination of MLAs. It should provide clarity about
where such nomination should emanate from and who/which office will exercise the powers of
nomination. However, the Supreme Court on appeal had set aside the recommendations in this
judgment of the Madras High Court.

In the Government of NCT of Delhi versus Union of India (2023) case, the Supreme Court had
delved into the concept of ‘triple chain of command’ that ensures democratic accountability. In
this ‘triple chain of command’ opined by the court, civil servants are accountable to ministers;
ministers are accountable to the legislature; and the legislature is accountable to the electorate. It
therefore held that the LG is bound by the aid and advice of the Council of Ministers in all matters
except where the Delhi Assembly does not have legislative powers. While this case was related to
the appointment of officers to services in the Delhi government, the rationale in this judgment
may hold good for nomination of members to the Assembly as well.

What should be done?

A UT does not enjoy the same status of a full-fledged State in our federal set up. However, UTs with
Assemblies have their own elected governments that is accountable to its population. The
nomination of MLAs does not create any issue when the same party is in power at the Centre and
the Union Territory. However, political differences between the Union government and a UT
government should not derail the democratic process in the UTs. In smaller assemblies like that
of J&K and Puducherry, these nominated MLAs can have the potential of converting a majority
government into a minority one and vice versa, thereby rupturing popular mandates.

J&K is a case sui generis for it was a State till 2019 with even more autonomy than other States.
While the conversion of J&K into a UT has been upheld by the Supreme Court, the Union
government has informed the court that it would restore statehood to J&K at the earliest.
Considering these factors, it is appropriate that the nomination of five members to the J&K
Assembly is made by the LG based on the advice of its Council of Ministers. This would uphold the
democratic principle.
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TARGETING RESEARCH

Mistakes and misinterpretations must not be confused with cases of malicious misinformation.
The filing of FIRs against a researcher associated with Lokniti, a programme of the CSDS, and the
Indian Council of Social Science Research (ICSSR)’s show cause notice to the CSDS, represent yet
another troubling chapter in the recent erosion of academic freedoms in India. The trigger seems
to be a post on X by Lokniti co-director Sanjay Kumar, which had erroneous data about reductions
in the electoral roll in some constituencies in Maharashtra. Expressing regret, Mr. Kumar deleted
the post. Yet, the BJP governments in Maharashtra and at the Centre have weaponised what is a
mistake to launch broader attacks on the institution, despite the post having no connection to the
Opposition’s allegations about inflated electoral roll numbers during the 2024 Maharashtra
Assembly elections. The ICSSR’s insinuations about the CSDS-Lokniti’s funding arrangements
echo the treatment meted out to other premier institutions. The Centre for Policy Research faced
tax surveys that resulted in the cancellation of its foreign funding licence and tax-exempt status.
This targeting suggests a coordinated effort to silence independent research voices rather than
address administrative concerns. Such acts have led to India's ranking falling to the bottom 20%
among 179 nations in the 2024 Academic Freedom Index published by the V-Dem Institute.

Institutions such as CSDS-Lokniti serve a vital democratic function by conducting empirical
research that helps understand policy implications. Through its National Election Studies and
comprehensive data archive, Lokniti has helped transform the study of Indian politics to one
based on rigorous, large-scale empirical inquiry. Its survey on the verification documents listed
by the ECI during its Special Intensive Revision exercise in Bihar, among voters across five States
and one Union Territory, exemplifies this. Rather than acknowledging the finding that the
availability of such documents is rather low among a large cohort of voters in India, and places
onerous burdens on voters in the event of a country-wise SIR, the ICSSR has characterised this
research as an attempt to malign the ECI. How can policy effectiveness be assessed without
rigorous empirical investigations such as well-designed and transparent opinion surveys? The
current government has also undermined its own statistical apparatus. The delayed Census and
suppressed statistical surveys point to discomfort with independent and critical analysis. As India
navigates complex development challenges, it desperately needs the kind of critical feedback and
evidence-based analysis that institutions such as the CSDS provide: Silencing these voices through
administrative harassment and funding restrictions serves neither good governance nor national
interest.

WHEN CAN COURTS ORDER A RECOUNT OF VOTES?

The Supreme Court overturned the result of the sarpanch election of Buana Lakhu village in
Haryana’s Panipat district on August 11.

— The move came after the apex court conducted a recounting of votes by summoning all
Electronic Voting Machines (EVMs) used during the election to its premises in New Delhi.

— Mohit Kumar, who had been declared as defeated in the previous result and later approached
the SC, was announced the winner as he beat the originally elected sarpanch, Kuldeep Singh, by
51 votes.

— Mohit challenged the initial result of the election, which took place in November 2022, alleging
that a presiding officer had swapped votes between him and Kuldeep at a polling booth.
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Experts believe that the case marked the first instance of the SC conducting a recount of EVM
votes.

— The validity of the results of Parliamentary, Assembly, or state council elections can be
challenged by filing an election petition before the High Court of the particular state in which the
election was conducted.

— Election petitions against local government elections are to be filed at the district-level civil
courts. The petition can only be filed by a candidate or an elector related to the election in
question. Also, it has to be filed within 45 days from the date of declaration of results.

— The petition must contain a concise statement of all “material facts” on which the challenge is
based. If a petition has allegations of “corrupt practices”, it must provide details such as the names
of individuals involved, and the date and place of the alleged act.

— Courts can declare an election void on several grounds. This includes:

* Bribery, undue influence — such as a candidate failing to disclose their criminal antecedents —
or promoting enmity among social groups;

« [f the winning candidate was not qualified or was disqualified on the date of their election;
* Improper rejection of a nomination paper of an electoral candidate.

« Improper acceptance of a nomination or the improper reception or rejection of votes (but only
when it is proven that these actions materially affected the election’s outcome);

¢ And non-compliance with the Constitution or any election laws and rules, if such non-
compliance materially affected the result.

— Courts usually order vote recounts to take place at the location where the election was held —
unlike in the case of the Panipat sarpanch election dispute, in which the SC recounted the votes at
its premises.

— Itisrare - but not unprecedented - for a court to void an election and declare another candidate
as the winner. The court must be satisfied that the petitioner or another candidate received a
majority of the valid votes.

Do You Know:

— Free and fair election is the pre-requisite for democratisation of local self-governance in India.
The 73rd and 74th Constitutional Amendment Acts of 1993 granted constitutional status to local
self-governments in urban (municipalities) and rural (panchayats) areas, and inserted provisions
in the Constitution for the establishment of SECs to conduct fair and regular elections to these
local bodies.

— In other words, the SEC is a constitutional body responsible for conducting elections to the 3rd
tier of governance, i.e. the local self-government, which includes the panchayati raj institutions
and the urban local bodies.

— The 73rd and 74th Amendments introduced Part IX and Part IXA in the Constitution, which
deals with the structure, powers, and functions of Panchayats (Article 243 to 2430) and
Municipalities (243P to 243ZG).
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— Article 243K in Part IX and Article 243ZA in Part IXA provide for the matters related to elections
to Panchayats and Municipalities respectively.

— Electronic Voting Machine (also known as EVM) is voting using electronic means to either aid
or take care of the chores of casting and counting votes. An EVM is designed with two units: the
control unit and the balloting unit.

— These units are joined together by a cable. The control unit of the EVM is kept with the presiding
officer or the polling officer. The balloting unit is kept within the voting compartment for electors
to cast their votes. This is done to ensure that the polling officer verifies your identity.

ECI’S CONTROL OVER OFFICIALS

The Election Commission of India (ECI) is once again sparring with a state government — this
time West Bengal — over whether its officers can be disciplined. The state has refused to act
against four officials accused of tampering with the electoral roll, saying that no election has been
announced, and the Model Code of Conduct does not apply at this time.

— Questions on the role and powers of the Election Commission were considered by the
Constituent Assembly. On June 15, 1949, Dr B R Ambedkar, chairman of the drafting committee,
told members that the Chief Election Commissioner must enjoy the same protection as a judge of
the Supreme Court so that “all matters relating to elections should be outside the control of the
Executive Government of the day”

— The question of staffing was also discussed. Dr Ambedkar opposed the creation of a parallel
bureaucracy for the Commission. He cautioned that “to allow the Election Commission to have an
independent machinery to carry on all the work... would be really duplicating the machinery and
creating unnecessary administrative expense which could be easily avoided for the simple
reason... that the work of the Electoral Commission may be at times heavy and at other times it
may have no work”.

— Instead, Ambedkar argued, the Commission could “borrow [officials] from the provincial
governments” — and while on deputation, those officials would be “responsible to the
Commission and not to the Executive Government”.

— In short, the framers of the Constitution imagined an Election Commission without its own
permanent staff, but with authority over officers temporarily placed at its disposal.

— In 1988, nearly four decades later, however, Parliament gave the intent of the Constituent
Assembly legal force. Both the Representation of the People Acts of 1950 and 1951 were amended
to make officials on election duty formally subject to the Commission’s control.

— Section 13CC of the amended 1950 Act said that Chief Electoral Officers, District Election
Officers, Electoral Registration Officers, and others working on electoral rolls “shall be deemed to
be on deputation to the Election Commission”, and would be, during that period, subject to its
“control, superintendence and discipline”.

—- Section 28A of the amended 1951 Act applied the same principle to the returning officers, the
presiding and polling officers, and to even police personnel designated for election duty, covering
the period from the notification of the election to the declaration of the result.
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— Yet even with the law on its side, the Commission’s tussles with governments did not end. The
sharpest confrontation came during the tenure of T N Seshan, the famously combative Chief
Election Commissioner (1990-96).

— In 2000, the settlement recorded by the court spelled out the Commission’s powers. It could
suspend officers for dereliction of duty, substitute them, and return them to their cadres with a
conduct report. It could recommend disciplinary action to the competent authority, which would
be bound to act within six months and inform the ECI.

— The Centre agreed to advise states to follow the same framework. On November 7, 2000, the
Department of Personnel and Training issued an Office Memorandum, followed by a letter to all
states and Union Territories, directing compliance. For the first time, the ECI’s disciplinary powers
were formally detailed on paper.

— As the current clash with West Bengal shows however, the 2000 settlement has not succeeded
in putting an end to the friction.

— Both the Commission and the Centre have had to repeat the terms of the settlement over the
years — since states have sometimes refused to act on the directives issued by the ECI, or have
accepted explanations offered by officers instead of enforcing disciplinary action.

Do You Know:

— The Election Commission of India (ECI) is a permanent, independent, and constitutional
authority responsible for conducting free and fair elections in the Union and the States of India.

— The ECI is empowered to supervise, oversee, and manage elections to Parliament, state
legislatures, and the offices of President and Vice President of India. Since the ECI does not oversee
elections to state-level urban bodies like municipalities and panchayats, there is a separate State
Election Commission.

WHAT ARE THE CHALLENGES CONFRONTING THE EC?

The story so far:

At a press conference on August 7, Leader of the Opposition Rahul Gandhi accused the Election
Commission (EC) of massive electoral roll manipulations in Mahadevapura Assembly
constituency in Karnataka. Mr. Gandhi’s presser capped a series of allegations of deliberate voter
roll discrepancies by the EC beginning with the Maharashtra Assembly polls. This, coupled with
the Special Intensive Revision (SIR) of electoral rolls in Bihar, which is under judicial scrutiny, has
put the poll body in the eye of a storm.

What is the mandate of the EC?

The Election Commission of India is a permanent constitutional body. The Constitution has vested
in the EC the superintendence, direction and control of the entire process for conduct of elections
to Parliament and the legislature of every State, and to the offices of President and Vice-President
of India. Originally, the commission only had a Chief Election Commissioner (CEC). It was
expanded to include two Election Commissioners (ECs).
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Why has there been a controversy about the appointment process?

Parliament passed a new law governing appointments to the EC, namely the Chief Election
Commissioner and other Election Commissioners (Appointment, Conditions of Service and Term
of Office) Act, 2023. In accordance with the new law, the ECs are selected by a three-member
selection committee, comprising the Prime Minister, a Union Minister and the Leader of the
Opposition. The Opposition had objected to this, saying the committee gave little room for dissent
as the Prime Minister and the Union Minister are part of the government and could rule 2:1 in
favour of their candidate.

Why is the EC’s role in the spotlight?

Last year, the Maha Vikas Aghadi (MVA) alliance had alleged that lakhs of new voters had been
added to Maharashtra’s electoral rolls in the time period between the Lok Sabha polls in May and
the Assembly elections in October. The Congress had made the same allegations about Haryana,
and later the Aam Aadmi Party alleged that voter rolls were tweaked in Delhi before Assembly
polls. Even as the EC was grappling with these claims, CEC Gyanesh Kumar announced the SIR in
Bihar which aims at cleaning up electoral rolls. The EC said the SIR exercise will be carried out
across the country.

At his press conference, Mr. Gandhi alleged large-scale discrepancies in the Mahadevapura
Assembly segment under the Bangalore Central Lok Sabha constituency in Karnataka which he
claimed helped the BJP win the seat. Mr. Gandhi said his party had carried out an investigation
which spanned over six months before reaching this conclusion. He claimed that the voter list had
manipulated entries, including duplicate voters, invalid addresses, and bulk registrations of votes
at single locations. Following this, Mr. Gandhi reiterated his demand for machine readable voter
rolls to be provided to all political parties for proper verification. The EC stated it has not been
providing machine readable or “text-searchable” voter lists for concerns over cyber-security. The
Supreme Court (SC) had upheld it in a petition filed by former Madhya Pradesh Chief Minister
Kamal Nath in 2018.

When was a revision announced in Bihar?

On June 24, the EC ordered a SIR of electoral rolls in Bihar, barely five months before the Assembly
elections. As per the SIR orders, every voter in Bihar who had not been listed in the 2003 voter
rolls would have to submit documents proving their date and place of birth to determine whether
they were Indian citizens. Those born after 1987 would also have to submit proof of their parents’
date and place of birth.

However, after the completion of the first phase of the SIR exercise, the EC released a draft
electoral roll on August 1, which saw a drop in the number of voters in Bihar by 65 lakh. There
were 7.89 crore voters registered in the 2025 electoral list before the SIR exercise; after the
recount, it slid to 7.24 crore electors. The EC said that most of these 65 lakh “missing” voters have
died; are registered in two locations; have migrated out of Bihar; or are untraceable. Civil society
organisations, Opposition parties as well as NGOs approached the Supreme Court challenging the
SIR process.

What has the SC directed EC to do?

In an interim order on August 14, the Supreme Court directed the EC to publish an enumerated,
booth-wise list of the 65 lakh electors not included in the draft roll. A Bench of Justices Surya Kant
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and Joymalya Bagchi instructed the EC to provide reasons for the deletion — death, migration,
untraceability, duplicate registrations — against each name. The court also asked EC to accept
Aadhaar as proof of identity for an elector to include his or her name in the rolls.

“That it has taken the Supreme Court to nudge the EC towards following basic norms of natural
justice and fairness in the Bihar SIR exercise reflects poorly on an organisation which takes pride
in collecting and counting every last vote. While errors can creep into voter lists over time, the
answer to that is not mass disenfranchisement as the EC is attempting,” said Alok Kumar
Prasanna, Advocate and Co-Founder of Vidhi Centre for Public Policy.

What about migrant voters?

Migrant voters still have to return to the place where they are on the rolls to vote. This is a huge
cost and depresses turnout, notes Mr. Prasanna. “There is no simple solution to this currently. The
solution will have to be cheap, secure and transparent to work. Solutions which work in richer
societies and for richer migrants will not work for poor migrants from States like Bihar,” he added.

What has been the political fallout?

After Mr. Gandhi’s press conference, the Opposition upped the ante and tried to hold a march from
Parliament to the Election Commission headquarters. They courted arrest when stopped. The
ongoing monsoon session of Parliament has also been virtually paralysed over demands for a
discussion on the Bihar SIR. The government has, however, not conceded to the Opposition’s
demand. The issue has brought Opposition parties together and protests are likely to continue
when Parliament reconvenes on August 18. “To protect the voters of this country and democracy
whatever has to be done we will do,” Rashtriya Janata Dal Rajya Sabha MP Manoj Jha told The
Hindu.

WHAT ARE ‘MACHINE READABLE’ ELECTORAL ROLLS?

The story so far:

Along with the allegations of ‘vote theft’ by the Congress, Leader of the Opposition Rahul Gandhi
has demanded that “machine readable” voter rolls be made available to all political parties by the
Election Commission (EC).

How are voter rolls shared?

Electoral rolls are the authoritative list of who is and isn’t allowed to vote in India, and they are
continuously updated when newly eligible voters register to vote, change addresses, or become
ineligible. Voter rolls are prepared under the EC’s authority by district level officials, who have
access to ERONET, a digital application used by the EC to process applications for new additions
to the voter list, or deletions. The EC has access to the full repository of data on every voter in
India. They make this data accessible by making ‘image PDF’ files available, or by handing out
printouts to political parties and the general public. Voter rolls include a photo of all voters, but
this photo is not included in the image PDF files that the EC has on its website. While these image
PDF rolls can be scrutinised in theory, this can turn out to be a resource-intensive exercise in
practice. India has over 99 crore voter roll entries as of this January, and spotting duplicates can
be challenging unless a team of human reviewers has a long period of time, and a limited
geographic sample. That was the case in the Mahadevapura constituency of Bengaluru, where the
Congress was able to spot 11,965 duplicate entries.
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However, if ‘text PDF’ files are made available, the text can be indexed and searched by a computer
making information formatting more straightforward. Without such machine-readable rolls, the
Opposition argues, malfeasance and duplicate entries will be harder to spot. P.G. Bhat, a Bengaluru
activist, has, prior to 2018, analysed machine-readable rolls to highlight irregular additions.

Why won’t the EC provide the same?

One year before the 2019 elections, the EC ordered State-level Chief Electoral Officers to stop
uploading machine-readable rolls on their website. O.P. Rawat, the then Chief Election
Commissioner, told The Hindu that this was done to prevent foreign countries from accessing
voter roll data, which could expose Indians’ full names and addresses. In Kamal Nath versus
Election Commission of India, the Supreme Court in 2018 refused to compel the EC to provide
machine-readable electoral roll data. This was in spite of the EC’s own manual, which states that
the “draft roll shall be put on [Chief Electoral Officers’] website in a text mode”. However, the court
observed, “it may be added that if the petitioner so wants, he can always convert [voter lists] into
searchable mode which, of course, would require him to put his own efforts.”

The main technology to convert scanned or un-searchable PDF documents into an analysable
format is Optical Character Recognition (OCR), a decades-old technology. But there are points of
friction that make such an analysis challenging: on the EC’s website, voter rolls for each assembly
constituency are split into hundreds of “parts,” each a separate PDF document. Beyond the
resource-intensiveness of obtaining the files, performing OCR on such a massive number of pages
— over six crore for all the voter rolls in the country, based on a rough estimate — would cost
around $40,000 per summary revision list (as per Google’s indicative Al Document pricing).

Can digital voter rolls spot fraud?

Mr. Gandhi has argued that having searchable copies would make spotting duplicate entries
easier. Srinivas Kodali, an advocate and transparency activist, said that “there is a risk” in making
rolls public, but that the EC’s conduct necessitated further transparency. “If the capability to OCR
anyway exists with political parties, the question is whether we might as well make it public,” Mr.
Kodali said.

OPP ALLIANCE TARGETS CEC: LOOKING AT BOTH LEGAL, CONSTITUTIONAL MEASURES
AGAINST HIM

Taking exception to Chief Election Commissioner (CEC) Gyanesh Kumar’s comments at a press
conference a day earlier, the INDIA bloc of Opposition parties on Monday said it was considering
“both legal and Constitutional measures” against the poll panel chief.

— It is learnt that the Opposition is considering moving a notice for an impeachment motion
against Kumar, whom it accused of “talking like a BJP spokesperson” instead of answering
questions on the Special Intensive Revision (SIR) of electoral rolls in Bihar and alleged voter-list
irregularities. On Sunday, faced with mounting questions from the Opposition, Kumar asked Lok
Sabha Leader of Opposition (LoP) Rahul Gandhi to either submit allegations of vote theft on a
sworn affidavit or apologise to the nation.

— The CEC can be removed from office in the same manner and on the same grounds as a Supreme
Court judge, as stated in Article 324(5) of the Constitution. The process is also set down in Section
11 of the Chief Election Commissioner and other Election Commissioners (Appointment,
Conditions of Service and Term of Office) Act, 2023.
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— Article 324(5) states that “the Chief Election Commissioner shall not be removed from his
office except in like manner and on the like grounds as a Judge of the Supreme Court and the
conditions of service of the Chief Election Commissioner shall not be varied to his disadvantage
after his appointment”. It further provides that “any other Election Commissioner or a Regional
Commissioner shall not be removed from office except on the recommendation of the Chief
Election Commissioner”.

— The grounds for the removal of the CEC and other Election Commissioners (ECs) are also set
down in Section 11 of the Chief Election Commissioner and other Election Commissioners
(Appointment, Conditions of Service and Term of Office) Act, 2023, which regulates the
appointment, conditions of service and term of office of the CEC and the ECs.

— The Judges Inquiry Act, 1968, Section 3, which pertains to “Investigation into misbehaviour or
incapacity of Judge by Committee” provides that “If notice is given of a motion for presenting an
address to President praying for the removal of a Judge...(a) in the case of a notice given in the
House of the People, by not less than one hundred members of that House; (b) in the case of a
notice given in the Council of States, by not less than fifty members of that Council...”

— Following this, the Act states further, the Speaker or, as the case may be, the Chairman may,
after consulting such persons, if any, as he thinks fit and after considering such materials, if any,
as may be available to him, either admit the motion or refuse to admit the same.”

— If the motion is admitted, the Speaker or, as the case may be, the Chairman “shall keep the
motion pending and constitute, as soon as may be, for the purpose of making an investigation into
the grounds on which the removal of a Judge is prayed for, a Committee consisting of three
members”.

— One of the members “shall be chosen from among the Chief Justice and other Judges of the
Supreme Court”, one from among the Chief Justices of the High Courts, and one “a person who is,
in the opinion of, the Speaker or, as the case may be, the Chairman, a distinguished jurist”.

— This Committee “shall frame definite charges against the Judge on the basis of which the
investigation is proposed to be held” and such charges “together with a statement of the grounds
on which each such charge is based shall be communicated to the Judge and he shall be given a
reasonable opportunity of presenting a written statement of defence within such time as may be
specified in this behalf by the Committee.”

— For an impeachment motion to be accepted, at least two-thirds of those “present and voting” in
both Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha must vote in favour of removing the judge, and the number of
votes in favour must be more than 50% of the “total membership” of each House. If Parliament
passes such a vote, the President will pass an order for the removal of the judge, or in this case,
the CEC.

Do You Know:

— The Part XV of Constitution of India deals with Elections. It has the following articles (Articles
324-329) to empower the Election Commission and provide insight into the potential roles and
functions of the commission.

— Article 324: The superintendence, direction and control of the preparation of the electoral rolls
for, and the conduct of, all elections to Parliament and the Legislature of every state and of

elections to the offices of President and Vice-President.
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— Article 325: No individual to be excluded from electoral rolls on the basis of religion, race, caste,
sex or any of them.

— Article 326: Adult suffrage shall be the basis for elections to the House of the People and to the
Legislative Assemblies of States.

— Article 327: Parliament may, according to the provisions of this Constitution, from time to time
enact laws with respect to all matters relating to elections to Parliament and Legislative
Assemblies of States.

— Article 328: A state’s Legislature may from time to time by law make provision with respect to
all matters relating to, or in connection with, the elections to the House or either House of the
Legislature.

— Article 329: The article prohibits the courts from becoming involved in electoral matters.
HOW WOMEN MIGRANT ELECTORS ARE DISENFRANCHISED IN THE BIHAR SIR PROCESS

The story so far:

The enumeration phase of the Special Intensive Revision (SIR) of electoral rolls in Bihar has
excluded around 65 lakh electors from the draft electoral roll published on August 1, 2025.

What did data show?

The aggregated data published by the Election Commission of India (EC) revealed permanent
migration as the predominant cause for the deletion of names from the electoral roll as on June
24, 2025, which was the base roll for the SIR exercise. Out of the 65 lakh total deletions, over 55%
entries were categorised as permanently shifted or untraceable, around 34% as deceased, and
only 10.8% as multiple enrolments (Table 1).

The publication of separate Assembly Constituency (AC)-wise lists of excluded or deleted
electors, as directed by the Supreme Court, has made granular data analysis possible. The Hindu’s
Data Point analysis based on the top nine ACs in Bihar with the most deletions has revealed that
56% of the 4.73 lakh aggregate deletions in these ACs were female electors. Out of the 2.68 lakh
female electors excluded from these nine ACs, 46% were deleted for having permanently shifted,
27% for being untraceable, 20% as deceased and only 6% as multiple enrolments. 66% of the 1.23
lakh female electors deleted for having permanently shifted were in the 18 to 39 years age cohort
(Table 2).

What does the mass deletion of female migrant voters imply?

The disproportionate deletion of ‘permanently shifted’ female electors in the 18-39 age group
points to the en masse exclusion of married women, given that Census data shows marriage to be
the predominant cause of female migration — not only in Bihar but across India. 85.7% of female
migrants in Bihar migrated due to marriage, as per latest available Census data (2011). These
findings not only establish a built-in exclusionary bias against migrants in the very design of the
Bihar SIR 2025 process, but also a gender bias against female migrant electors, particularly young
married women.

The eligibility criteria of a person to be registered in the electoral roll of a specific constituency is
that they need to be “ordinarily resident” in said constituencyas provided in the Representation
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of the People Act, 1950. However, the concept of “ordinary residence” has not been clearly defined
anywhere in the statutes, leaving ample scope for arbitrary or erroneous deletions. The process
followed under Bihar SIR, involving submission of a filled up enumeration form by existing
electors within a 30 days window, has further added a new extra-legal criterion which is hostile
towards migrants in general and migrant women in particular.

Can such deletion lead to disenfranchisement?

It is notable that the EC’s SIR order dated June 24, which highlights “frequent migration of
population from one place to another on account of education, livelihood and other reasons” as a
justification for the supposed “intensive verification drive to verify each person before enrolment
as an elector” fails to even mention marriage, which is the most common ground for female
migration in India. EC’s SIR data clearly reveals that deletions on account of multiple enrolments
are far less than the number of deletions on account of migration. Such deletions of permanently
shifted electors, without at least ensuring their enrolment in their current place of residence
amounts to disenfranchisement.

The EC’s Manual on Electoral Rolls (March 2023, Document 10, Edition 2) states in Chapter 8 that,
“Section 20 (7) of the Representation of the People Act, 1950 provides that the Electoral
Registration Officer shall determine a question as to where a person is ordinary resident at any
relevant time, with reference to all facts and to such rules as may be made by the Central
Government in consultation with the Election Commission. The Central Government and the
Election Commission have not made any rule on this subject till date.”

The decision of the Election Commission of India to initiate the SIR process in Bihar — a State with
the highest inter-State out-migration rate in India as well as a high level of intra-State migration
— without first addressing the legal and procedural ambiguities surrounding the status of migrant
electors, especially those migrating because of marriage, has led to the en masse exclusion and
disenfranchisement of migrant electors. The EC’s unwarranted obsession with “foreign illegal
migrants” and citizenship determination has deflected it from addressing more relevant and
critical issues.

What is the way forward?

While resolving the larger question of how to legally determine “ordinary residence” for migrant
electors in general and marriage-driven migration in particular may take some time, immediate
steps are required to prevent the unjust en masse exclusion of migrant electors in Bihar. The EC’s
latest status update issued on August 21 reports that only 70,895 claims and objections and 2.28
lakh Form 6 applications (addition of new electors) have been filed till date. At this rate, a large
bulk of 36 lakh electors deleted as permanently shifted or untraceable would remain excluded in
the final electoral roll.

Extending the deadline for filing claims and objections by another 30 days, initiating a process of
re-verification of the permanently shifted and untraceable categories, and ensuring mandatory
re-enrolment of deleted migrant electors in their current constituency of residence may provide
some relief. As far as female migrants are concerned, the decision to retain her name in the
electoral roll of her natal household or be transferred to her marital household should rest with
the female elector herself. It should not be imposed by the EC.
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INDIA’S DEMOCRACY IS FAILING THE MIGRANT CITIZEN

In a democracy of 1.4 billion, every vote matters. But for millions of migrants from Bihar,
democracy is quietly leaving them behind. A silent crisis is unfolding, where the Special Intensive
Revision (SIR) of State electoral rolls, and at short notice, has led to the mass deletion of nearly
3.5 million migrants (4.4% of the total voters). These are the migrants who have been labelled as
“permanently migrated” for being absent during house-to-house verification. These voters now
face permanent disenfranchisement not just in their places of work but also at home.

In a State where migration is not just an economic choice but also a survival strategy, this
sweeping administrative action is threatening to erase millions from India’s democratic record.
For decades, out-migration has sustained Bihar’s economy and its households. Locked homes,
especially among poor and most vulnerable migrants, are a common sight across villages.
Increasingly, migrants either migrate with their families or shift their families to marital homes
for their care and safety. Yet, this reality of circular and split-family migration is now being read
by the state as an abandonment of electoral rights.

The ‘sedentary citizen’ is the issue

The deeper issue lies in India’s electoral infrastructure, which is still designed around a sedentary
citizen. Voter registration is tethered to proof of residence and in-person verification. But for
migrant workers — many live in rented rooms, at construction sites, on foot paths or in slums —
such documentation is either unavailable or denied.

This exclusion deepens in the context of regionalism and sub-nationalism, where migrants are
often seen as job-stealers or political threats. Growing demands for job quotas in private sectors
and strict domicile-based norms for government jobs reflect the larger political sentiments, which
curtails the political inclusion of migrants. In host States, migrants are treated as outsiders and
fears of altered electoral outcomes fuel resistance to their enfranchisement. It discourages voter
registration at destinations. As a result, migrants remain stuck: unable to register in destination
States, and now removed from their origin rolls.

The findings of a study

A Tata Institute of Social Sciences, Mumbai study in November 2015, funded by the Election
Commission of India, titled ‘Inclusive Elections in India: A Study on Domestic Migration and Issues
in Electoral Participation’, confirmed the marginalisation of migrants in a host State’s electoral
processes. The study identifies a triple burden — administrative barriers, digital illiteracy, and
social exclusion — preventing a migrant from effectively participating in electoral processes.
Crucially, the study found that lower voter turnout was directly correlated with the higher
migration rates in the source States. And yet, rather than bridging this turnout gap, Bihar’s SIR
initiative is widening the democratic deficit.

This is not just a bureaucratic failure. It is a democratic rupture. The average turnout rate in
Bihar’s last four Assembly elections was only 53.2%, the lowest among major Indian States. In
contrast, Gujarat and Karnataka — States with fewer outbound migrants — reported an average
of a turnout of 66.4% and 70.7%, respectively, in the last four elections.

Our own estimates, based on mobile visitor location register data, suggest an annual outflow of
approximately seven million circular migrants from Bihar. Out of this number, 4.8 million migrate
seasonally between June and September. However, half of them (2.7 million) return home during
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the festivals of Durga Puja, Chhath and Deepavali between October and November. This year,
where there will be an Assembly election, many of the return migrants will be unable to vote as
their names have been struck off. Without coordination with destination States to verify or re-
enrol these voters, the deletion process becomes a de facto disenfranchisement of the poor
migrants.

The limited uptake of the ‘One Nation One Ration Card’ Scheme in the last six years, since its launch
in 2019 (nation-wide portability of ration card holders under National Food Security Act, 2013),
underscores the constraints of migrants in the host States. Most migrants from Bihar avail rations
in their home State, with only 3.3 lakh households availing portability in destination States as of
May 2025. Dual residency, fear of losing entitlements and bureaucratic hurdles deter transfers.
The same logic applies to voter IDs — they keep origin-based documents not because they are
indifferent to civic duties, but because they lack security and acceptance in host States.

This dual belonging — economic participation in host States, political identity in home States —
is now being demonised by the state. Migrants are being told bluntly that ‘if you're not home when
we knock, your right to vote vanishes’.

Along the 1,751 kilometre-long open India-Nepal border, the issue becomes even more complex.
The region has long celebrated the “roti-beti ka rishta”, a tradition of cross-border economic and
marital ties. Many Nepali and Indian women migrate post-marriage, yet new documentation
norms and restrictive citizenship interpretations now threaten their legal and electoral status.
Here, disenfranchisement is not just regional or class-based but also gendered and xenophobic.

Time for a portable identity system

The way forward is clear. India must move toward portable, flexible, and mobile voter identity
systems. The Election Commission of India must halt blanket deletions of migrants and adopt a
cross-verification model with destination State voter rolls. Civil society and local governance
bodies such as panchayats should be empowered to conduct migrant outreach and re-registration
drives.

Itis high time that the Kerala model of migration surveys should be replicated among high internal
migration origin States such as Bihar and Uttar Pradesh. If these steps are not taken, India risks
scripting the largest silent voter purge in post-Independence India — a purge not of enemies, but
of the hard-working poor who leave home only in search of bread, dignity and work.

BENGAL CM ANNOUNCES SCHEME FOR MIGRANT WORKERS FACING HARASSMENT

On August 18, 2025, West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee launched the Shramashree
Scheme, a bold initiative to support 22.4 lakh registered Bengali migrant workers returning home
due to alleged harassment in BJP-ruled states. Offering a one-time 5,000 travel grant, a monthly
5,000 rehabilitation allowance for a year or until employment, and benefits like Khadya Sathi
ration cards and Swasthya Sathi health insurance, the scheme aims to restore dignity and
livelihoods, per The Hindu. Yet, while it promises relief, its implementation and political
undertones raise critical questions.

The scheme, backed by a dedicated portal and mobile app launched on August 25, as reported by
The Hans India, targets workers facing linguistic persecution, with 10,000 already returned, per
India Today. It integrates with programs like Utkarsh Bangla for skill training and Karmashree for
job cards, ensuring holistic support, including education for workers’ children. A helpline
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(18001030009) and WhatsApp number (9147727666) streamline access, per Sarkari Yojana.
However, critics like Darjeeling MLA Neeraj Zimba argue it discriminates by focusing solely on
Bengali speakers, ignoring other communities, as noted on X.

The initiative’s timing, ahead of 2026 elections, fuels accusations of political maneuvering, with
the TMC amplifying it as a stand against “saffron harassment,” per Telegraph India. Yet, BJP’s
Suvendu Adhikari dismissed it, claiming migrant workers earn far more elsewhere. Logistical
challenges also loom—can the Labour Department ensure seamless delivery for millions,
especially with offline applications via Duare Sarkar camps still unclear?

Shramashree is a vital step for migrant workers’ security, but its success hinges on transparent
execution and inclusivity. West Bengal must address administrative gaps and counter
politicization to ensure this scheme truly becomes a lifeline, not just a headline.

Note:
AIIMS Kalyani survey

Ms. Banerjee also alleged that the door-to-door mental health survey, conducted by the All
India Institute of Medical Sciences, Kalyani was an “indirect” way of facilitating the National
Register of Citizenship (NRC) in the State.

“If any organisation reaches your house in the name of a survey, please verify it with the State
government first,” she said. She urged the people to be alert and not share details with
anybody other than officials of the State government.

Officials of AIIMS Kalyani said it has been conducting the study in seven districts of the State
as part of the second phase of the National Mental Health Survey, under the guidance of a
senior official of the State’s Health and Family Welfare Department.

POCSO ACT IS GENDER NEUTRAL, WOMEN CAN BE MADE ACCUSED: HC

Declaring that the offence of penetrative sexual assault can be alleged against a woman under the
Protection of Children from Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act, 2012, as this law is gender-neutral, the
Karnataka High Court on Monday refused to quash a criminal case against a 52-year-old woman,
who allegedly compelled a 13-year-old boy for sex with her at her residence during 2020.

Rejecting the argument on behalf of the accused that aggravated sexual assaults or rape cannot be
invoked against a woman, the court pointed out that Sections 4 and 6 of the POCSO Act makes it
clear that anyone who “compels a minor child to do penetrative or other sexual acts with him or
other persons”, is an offender.

To the submission that in an intercourse the woman is only a passive participant and a man is an
active participant, the court pointed out that “this thought itself is archaic”.

HOW ‘HONOUR’ KILLINGS IN INDIA ARE REINFORCED AND LEGITIMISED

Caste in India is not an individual problem — it is a deeply rooted social phenomenon. Caste
survives and thrives not just because individuals insist on it, but because families, communities,
and entire social structures continue to enforce and legitimise it, knowingly or otherwise.
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At the heart of this caste endurance lie social customs passed down and protected within
households. Children grow up internalising boundaries — who to talk to, who to marry, who to
avoid — long before they can even articulate why. As a result, the caste system remains one of the
most resilient social frameworks in India.

‘Honour’ killings

One of the biggest threats to the rigidity of caste has been social justice interventions. When
marginalised communities, particularly Dalits, gain access to quality education and secure
meaningful employment, it opens the gates for their integration into mainstream society. With
that, a foundational shift begins. No longer confined to the margins, the oppressed now begin to
interact with caste-Hindu society on an equal footing — in workplaces, colleges, cities, and most
importantly, in relationships. This has created a new frontier of social tension: romantic unions
that cross caste lines, especially those involving Dalit men and dominant caste women. These
unions represent not justlove or rebellion but a direct challenge to centuries-old caste hierarchies.
And for many conservative families, that challenge is intolerable.

States like Tamil Nadu, Telangana, Maharashtra, and Kerala — where Dalit communities have seen
relatively greater empowerment — also record higher rates of inter-caste marriages. According
to the India Human Development Survey (IHDS-II), the national rate of inter-caste marriages
stands at around 5%, but States with empowered Dalit populations show higher numbers.
[ronically, these are also the States with increased incidents of honour killings.

This paradox reveals a disturbing truth: honour killings occur not where casteism is strongest, but
where it is most threatened. In States where the oppressed still maintain their “status quo,”
violence is less — not because casteism is absent, but because it remains unchallenged. Thus,
caste-based violence is not a sign of persistent hierarchy alone, but of hierarchy under siege.

Tamil Nadu’s caste paradox

When caste killings happen, democratic voices among the public are strong in Tamil Nadu as the
State boasts a strong and vibrant civil society. At the same time, caste is glorified on social media.
Due to the anonymity such platforms offer, some accounts go so far as to defend caste killings.

How do we understand this paradox? Perhaps in Tamil Nadu, while people possess a collective
consciousness against casteism, shaped by decades of social justice politics, individual attitudes
may not always align in the same way. The State’s anti-caste culture is collectively progressive but
individually conflicted. In public, caste violence is rejected but in private conversations, WhatsApp
groups, and through anonymous posts, caste continues to dictate social preferences, marriage
alliances, and “honourable behaviour.”

This paradox does not mean that Tamil Nadu’s anti-caste movement is a failure. It means that one
is living in a liminal space — between tradition and transformation. What we see on social media
is not just caste pride, it’s also the fear of losing inherited power and the anxiety of cultural change.

On family and caste

There’s a popular belief that the caste system survives mainly because of political parties or caste-
based organisations. While these certainly reinforce caste divisions in the public sphere, they are
not the roots of the system. Caste survives because it is protected and transmitted within the
family. Through everyday customs, rituals, marriage arrangements, social expectations, and

inherited prejudices, caste becomes part of a child’s consciousness long before they can question
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it. This is why caste has remained transgenerational, even in the face of rising education,
urbanisation and exposure to new ideas.

However, the psychological and cultural importance of the ‘family’ itself is changing, especially
among adolescents. Around the world, particularly in countries like South Korea and Japan, we
are seeing dramatic shifts: marriage rates are falling, fertility rates are at historic lows, and the
traditional family unit is losing its central place in people’s lives. Instead, new models of
relationship — open partnerships, cohabitation, single living, and self-parenting — are emerging.

India’s urban youth are slowly reflecting this trend too. Many adolescents today are increasingly
prioritising individual growth, emotional well-being, and autonomy over traditional family
obligations. As the value of the family unit weakens, so too does the primary mechanism through
which caste is enforced and reproduced.

In other words, if the family becomes less central in shaping relationships and social norms, caste
may lose its strongest and oldest vehicle of survival. This doesn’t mean that caste will disappear
overnight. But it suggests that the cultural infrastructure that sustains it is slowly being
dismantled — not by revolution, but by changing lifestyles, shifting emotional priorities, and
evolution of the self.

Caste in India is at crossroads. On one hand, we see violent reactions and online glorification. On
the other, we witness strong democratic voices against honour killings and a new generation
slowly withdrawing from social values. Tamil Nadu symbolises this contradiction in its most vivid
form — a State where both the loudest resistance to casteism and the quietest internal caste pride
coexist. But it also offers hope: if this contradiction is acknowledged, addressed, and challenged,
especially through engagement and digital counter-narratives, we may finally move toward a
society where caste loses its grip not only on our systems, but on our hearts and minds.

PUNISHING PROCESS

The Manipur High Court’s order to the State to issue fresh academic certificates to Beoncy
Laishram is at once a matter of individual justice and a larger commentary on the state of
transgender rights. What should have been a simple administrative correction became a legal
battle, not because the law lacks provisions but because its implementation remains frustrated by
inertia and bureaucratic rigidity. In NALSA vs Union of India, the Supreme Court recognised the
right to self-identify gender and ordered the state to treat transpersons as socially and
educationally backward classes entitled to welfare measures. The principle was codified in the
Transgender Persons (Protection of Rights) Act 2019, which also obligated authorities to
recognise a person’s self-identified gender and issue official documents. Together with Articles 14
and 21 of the Constitution, transpersons are thus entitled to having their affirmed identity
seamlessly recognised in all institutional records. Yet, their lived reality is very different. Despite
the law being clear on self-identification, bureaucratic setups often do not act unless compelled
by higher authorities. In Dr. Laishram’s case, her university refused to update her educational
records citing procedural hurdles — symptomatic of a systemic malaise. Administrators routinely
defer to the most restrictive reading of procedure rather than the spirit of the law. In the present
matter, the university and education boards insisted that corrections must begin with the earliest
certificate, qualifying recognition on a cascading set of bureaucratic approvals.

Where the law envisages gender as a matter of self-determination for transgender individuals,
many officials remain wedded to the binary markers assigned at birth, and the mismatch
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translates into a stunted application of a simple idea. The insistence on sequential corrections or
elaborate justifications is essentially a refusal to accept that gender identity is not derived from
paperwork. Dr. Laishram’s struggle also shows how institutional reluctance to operationalise this
principle forces transpersons into prolonged legal contests over what should be routine matters.
Such episodes reveal a troubling truth: transpersons, navigating stigma and discrimination, are
forced to expend disproportionate time and resources to access rights that are legally theirs. The
High Court judgment is undoubtedly positive: it also sets a precedent that may help other
transpersons and signals to administrators that procedural rigidity cannot override constitutional
and statutory guarantees. Bridging the gap between legal rights and their application will require
both institutional reform and cultural change within the bureaucracy that draw from an
understanding of gender as lived reality.

PANEL BACKS LAW FOR SC, ST, OBC QUOTA IN PRIVATE VARSITY ADMISSIONS

A parliamentary panel has recommended 27%, 15% and 7.5% reservation for OBC, SC and ST
students, respectively, in private higher education institutions, noting the “considerably low”
number of OBC students and “abysmally low” number of SC and ST students in select private
institutions.

— Data provided by three of the four private Institutions of Eminence (IoEs) — BITS-Pilani, OP
Jindal Global University, Shiv Nadar University — to the panel showed less than 1% of students
belonged to the ST category in each of the institutions.

— “Education must be a key instrument of attaining social justice in this country, and the current
absence of reservations in private higher education institutions may be an impediment to the
same,” the Parliamentary Standing Committee on Education, Women, Children, Youth and Sports
headed by Congress leader Digvijaya Singh noted in its report presented in the House on
Wednesday.

— Citing “substantial” annual fees in private universities, the panel underlined the need for the
State to take steps through legislation to accommodate students from these categories.

— Article 15(5) of the Constitution empowers the State to include private aided and unaided
institutions of higher education in the scheme of reservations, it stated, adding that private
institutions are currently not legally obliged to implement reservation policies.

— The committee called for implementing Article 15(5) in full across the country through
legislation by Parliament, to match the reservation with the Central Educational Institutions
(Reservation in Admission) Act of 2006 applicable on centrally-funded institutions like IITs, [IMs,
and central universities.

— The panel recommended that the governments should allocate dedicated funds for private HEIs
to increase seats, build infrastructure, and hire faculty in institutions implementing reservations,
ensuring that there is no reduction in general category seats.

Do You Know:

— After a marathon special Cabinet meeting on Tuesday night, the Congress government in
Karnataka arrived at a new formula to provide internal reservations for the Scheduled Caste (SC)
community in jobs and education within the 17 per cent quota available to the 101 castes that fall
under the category in the state.
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— The Cabinet meeting headed by Chief Minister Siddaramaiah decided to uphold the
recommendation of the Justice (retired) H N Nagamohan Das Commission to provide six per cent
reservation to the most backward SCs categorised as the Dalit Left and comprising groups
considered ‘untouchables’, like the Madigas.

— The 6:6:5 formula for the 17 per cent reservation is expected to be formally announced by
Siddaramaiah on Wednesday during the ongoing Monsoon Session of the state legislature. The
Chief Minister’s Office (CMO) confirmed the new formula for internal quotas for SCs.

— The report on the social, economic, and educational situation of the SCs, prepared by a
Commission headed by retired high court judge Justice H N Nagamohan Das, was presented to
Siddaramaiah on August 4 and it was accepted by the government during a Cabinet meeting on
August 7.

— When the makers of modern India sat to pen down the constitution of an independent India,
they realised the need to give visibility to the diversity within its social landscape while at the
same time levelling them out in an equal socio-economic strata.

— Caste, in this regard was a very important factor to be taken care of. While this unique social
category had existed in the Indian subcontinent for centuries, the decennial census started by the
British in the late 19th century had institutionalised it as the foremost social division
characterising India.

— Recognition of caste discrimination and the need to rectify the same was noted even before the
Constitution of the country was framed. B R Ambedkar was the foremost pioneer of separate
political representation for the lower castes.

— Keeping in mind the needs of the lower castes, Article 46 of the constitution states that:

“The State shall promote with special care the educational and economic interests of the weaker
sections of the people, and in particular, the Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes, and shall
protect them from social injustice and all forms of exploitation.”

— Further, Article 15 of the Constitution prohibited “discrimination on grounds of religion, race,
caste, sex or place of birth”.

— While the Constitution abolished the practise of any kind of injustice against the lower castes,
it also gave special benefits to them in the form of reserved seats in public employment and
privileged access to higher education.

— Article 15 (4) stated that “nothing thing in this article or in clause ( 2 ) of Article 29 shall prevent
the State from making any special provision for the advancement of any socially and educationally
backward classes of citizens or for the Scheduled Castes and the Scheduled Tribes”.

MANIPUR VIOLENCE WAS NOT SPONTANEOUS, BUT PLANNED, ETHNICALLY TARGETED:
REPORT

Apart from historical factors such as ethnic divisions, socio-political marginalisation and land
disputes, what led to escalation of feelings of mistrust and enmity between the warring Meitei and
Kuki-Zo communities were the systematic hate campaign played out through digital media and
statements made by the political leadership in the prelude to the conflict, said Independent
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People’s Tribunal’s report on the ongoing ethnic conflict in Manipur, which was released in Delhi
on Wednesday.

The report highlighted that the violence was not spontaneous, but planned, ethnically targeted
and facilitated by state failures.

The tribunal, constituted by the People’s Union of Civil Liberties (PUCL) in 2024, was chaired by
Kurian Joseph, former judge, Supreme Court, also had members who were former High Court
judges, ex-1AS officers, ex-IPS officers, advocates, authors, professors, journalists, human rights
activists, among others.

In its 694-page report, the jury stressed that more than 60,000 internally displaced people still
remain in camps in Manipur with no end in sight.

High Court directive

The tribunal said the Manipur High Court’s March 27, 2023 directive, recommending Scheduled
Tribe (ST) status for Meiteis served as a vital trigger, as it was perceived by the tribal groups,
including the Kuki-Zo groups and the Nagas, as a threat to their constitutional protections. This in
turn sparked protests across all tribal districts, leading to a major protest programme on May 3,
2023 in all the hill districts. While by and large the protests ended peacefully, violence erupted in
a few places, which engulfed the whole State.

Another contending narrative was the involvement of Kukis in poppy cultivation, in line with the
then Chief Minister Biren Singh’s ‘war on drugs’, which translated into popular propaganda
against Kukis, the report stated.

After meeting people from all walks of life, including the survivors and victims in different districts
of Manipur, including Bishnupur, Churachandpur, Imphal East, Imphal West, Kakching,
Kangpokpi, Senapati followed by sittings in Delhi, the tribunal recorded the testimonies of the
survivors, which, it says present a stark picture of the failure of the state authorities and
institutions to protect them, leaving them to fend for themselves.

The tribunal also notes the failure of the Centre to fulfil its constitutional responsibility to ensure
that Manipur remained under the regime of both rule of law and the Constitution.

INDIA’S AGNI-5 TRIUMPH: A LEAP FOR STRATEGIC DETERRENCE

On August 20, 2025, India successfully test-fired its nuclear-capable Agni-5 missile from the
Integrated Test Range at Chandipur, Odisha, a milestone that strengthens its strategic deterrence,
particularly against China. Conducted under the Strategic Forces Command, the launch validated
all operational and technical parameters, including Multiple Independently Targetable Re-entry
Vehicle (MIRV) technology, as confirmed by the Ministry of Defence. This achievement cements
India’s place among the elite club of nations with advanced missile capabilities.

The Agni-5, developed by the DRDO, boasts a range of over 5,000 km, potentially extendable to
7,000 km with composite materials reducing its weight by 20%. Its MIRV capability, tested
successfully in March 2024, allows a single missile to deliver multiple nuclear warheads to
different targets, enhancing India’s second-strike capability critical to its “no first use” doctrine.
With a speed of Mach 24 and precision within meters, the missile can reach northern China and
parts of Europe, signalling robust deterrence.
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Yet, the test has sparked concerns. Pakistan’s Strategic Vision Institute warned that future
variants with an 8,000 km range could target global cities, raising regional tensions. China’s state
media, like Global Times, downplayed India’s capabilities but hinted at unease.

India’s focus on self-reliance in defence is commendable, yet it must balance deterrence with
diplomacy. Strengthening multilateral arms control dialogues can mitigate global anxieties. The
Agni-5’s success is a testament to India’s technological prowess—now, it must wield this power
responsibly to foster stability, not strife.

WHY INDIA NEEDS A NATIONAL SPACE LAW

The story so far:

India is set to celebrate its second National Space Day on August 23. Following Chandrayaan-3’s
soft-landing near the lunar south pole to the upcoming Gaganyaan and Chandrayaan missions, as
well as the Bharat Antariksh Station, the Indian space programme is set to make history many
times over. Yet an essential component remains grounded — the legal architecture. In the race to
explore, innovate, and commercialise outer space, a strong space law is necessary.

What about global space legislation?

The Outer Space Treaty of 1967 establishes that space is the province of all mankind, and
therefore prohibits national appropriation, and places responsibility on states for national
activities in space, whether conducted by the government or private entities. Its companion
agreements create binding frameworks of rights, responsibilities, and liability rules. However,
these treaties are not self-executing. According to Aarti Holla-Maini, director of the United Nations
Office for Outer Space Affairs (UNOOSA), “The core United Nations treaties on outer space provide
the foundational principles for all space activities: from the peaceful use of outer space to the
responsibility and liability of states. National legislation is the means by which nations can give
effect to these principles domestically, ensuring that their growing space sectors develop in a safe,
sustainable, and internationally responsible way.” India has ratified the key UN space treaties but
it is still in the process of enacting comprehensive national space legislation.

While space policy may signal intent, law is what creates an enforceable structure. “National space
legislation offers predictability, legal clarity, and a stable regulatory environment for both
government and private actors,” Rossana Deim-Hoffmann, UNOOSA Global Space Law Project
Lead said. Many countries now have national space legislation. Japan, Luxembourg, and the U.S.
have enacted frameworks to facilitate licensing, liability coverage, and commercial rights over
space activities.

Will India enact similar legislation?

India’s approach to space legislation reflects a methodical, incremental strategy. As space law
expert Ranjana Kaul notes, “It should be understood that national space legislation includes two
cardinal interdependent aspects: (i) technical regulations governing space operations in orbit by
commercial entities — this is the first aspect of ‘authorisation’ process under Article VI [of the
Outer Space Treaty]. The Department of Space is proceeding meticulously in this matter.”

This methodical approach has yielded concrete regulatory developments, which includes the
Catalogue of Indian Standards for Space Industry, critical for ensuring the safety of space
operations; the Indian Space Policy, providing details of activities that non-governmental entities
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are encouraged to undertake; and the IN-SPACe Norms, Guidelines and Procedures (NPG) for
implementation of Indian Space Policy, 2023, in respect of authorisation of space activities.

However, the second component is still pending. According to Dr. Kaul, “(ii) the overarching
regulatory framework (textual part) — this is the ... ‘space activities law’ that will contain
provisions of the OST that are meticulously, carefully, appropriately drafted.”

What are industry perspectives?

From the industry’s standpoint, the current regulatory transition creates significant operational
challenges. Gp. Capt. T.H. Anand Rao (retd.), director of the Indian Space Association, identified
priorities for national space legislation beginning with the fundamental need for a statutory
authority.

“IN-SPACe, which currently operates without formal legal backing, requires clear statutory
authority to strengthen its role as the central regulatory body,” Mr. Rao said. “The national space
law should clearly set out licensing rules, qualifications, application processes, timelines, fees, and
reasons for acceptance or denial, to avoid unnecessary delays and confusion from multiple
ministry approvals.” The dual-use nature of space technologies creates particular complications,
with companies facing delays from multiple ministry clearances even after provisional approvals.
Clear FDIrules, such as allowing 100% FDI in satellite component manufacturing under automatic
routes, would attract critical capital for startups to scale operations. This operational clarity
extends to liability frameworks, with Mr. Rao emphasising that “while India is ultimately
responsible internationally, private companies must hold proper third-party insurance to cover
any damages. This includes creating affordable insurance frameworks for startups managing
high-value space assets. Innovation protection remains equally crucial, “legislation should secure
intellectual property rights without excessive government control, encourage partnerships
among industry, academia, and government, and foster investor trust.” This balanced approach
would prevent migration of talent and technologies to more IP-friendly jurisdictions. Mr. Rao also
stressed the need for mandatory accident investigation procedures, enforceable space debris
management laws, unified frameworks for space-related data and satellite communications, and
an independent appellate body to prevent conflicts of interest. Without statutory backing, IN-
SPACe’s decisions remain vulnerable to procedural challenges.

Shrawani Shagun is a researcher focusing on environmental sustainability and space governance.
INDIA’S PATENT LANDSCAPE: UNIVERSITIES AS CHANGEMAKERS

For ‘Make in India’ to succeed, India must “first discover, then invent, and then make,” said David
Gross, American theoretical physicist and co-recipient of the 2004 Nobel Prize in Physics, at the
inaugural Quantum India Bengaluru Summit 2025. Investment in research and development
(R&D) and the strengthening of innovation capabilities are particularly relevant, given the
growing uncertainty in global trade and financial flows.

How is India faring on the innovation front? Are we moving towards producing technology of our
own? Statistics from the Office of the Controller General of Patents, Designs, and Trade Marks are
telling. In the early 2000s, countries such as China, the U.S., Japan, Germany, and South Korea
dominated global filings, with Indian institutions accounting for less than 20% of the patents filed
domestically. That picture has shifted dramatically (Chart 1). For the first time in 2023, Indian-
origin filings surpassed those from any single foreign country. Indian applicants accounted for

4™ FLOOR SHATABDI TOWER, SAKCHI, JAMSHEDPUR
41


http://www.youtube.com/c/DreamIAS

o 91 9334622397
&DreamlAS 51 100474838

Learning made simple... u www.youtube.com/c/DreamlAS P ——

57% of all patent filings — a milestone marking India’s growing role in the global intellectual
property ecosystem. Even among granted patents, India’s share has been rising, overtaking the
U.S. as the second-largest recipient in 2021.

This transformation did not happen overnight. India is steadily moving from being merely a
consumer of global technology to becoming its creator. This shift reflects the government’s
sustained efforts to build an innovation-friendly environment and support local inventors
through initiatives such as the National Intellectual Property Rights (IPR) Policy and the Atal
Innovation Mission, which have encouraged startups, students, and researchers to think big and
protect their ideas. Amendments to patent rules have introduced reforms such as expedited
examinations for specific groups, simplified timelines, reduced application fees by 80% for
educational institutions, MSMEs, and startups, and full digitalisation of filing and communication.
With continued investment in faster, more efficient patent systems, stronger inventor support,
and better linkage between patents and commercial value, India’s innovation story could
strengthen even further over the next two decades.

Historically, mechanical and chemical engineering dominated the patent landscape. By contrast,
filings in computer science rose from just 1.27% in 2000 to 26.5% in 2023, while electrical
engineering grew from 8.27% to 16.41%. Physics-related patents increased from 2% to 4%, and
biomedical patents jumped from 0.6% to 10% over the same period.

Nearly 80% of patents filed in the past two years are still “awaiting decision,” reflecting both rising
volumes and bureaucratic and legal complexities. Nonetheless, processing times have improved.
In the early 2000s, patent grants could take 8-10 years; by the late 2010s and early 2020s, many
were approved within 2-3 years, with some granted in the same year of filing (Chart 2). This
acceleration reflects the maturing of India’s intellectual property infrastructure and its alignment
with the government’s innovation push.

Even the face of patent filers in India is changing. In 2000, about 43% of Indian patents were filed
by companies. But by 2023, this share fell to under 17% (Chart 3). Meanwhile, the share of filings
from individuals jumped from under 10% in 2000 to around 32% by 2023. Government bodies
and hospitals remained minor contributors. Educational institutions also increased their share
steadily, reaching nearly 43% in recent years.

Government initiatives have helped drive this change. For example, KAPILA (Kalam Program for
I[P Literacy and Awareness), launched in 2020, promotes IP awareness in higher education
institutions. The Atal Innovation Mission, launched in 2016 by NITI Aayog, fosters problem-
solving skills and entrepreneurship within universities and research centres. Awards for
outstanding patents by government and industry bodies further incentivise innovation.

Universities have also taken the lead by establishing dedicated IP cells and legal support units to
assist faculty, researchers, and students with patent filing, technology transfer, and IP
monetisation. For instance, IIT Madras doubled its patents granted from 156 in 2022 to 300 in
2023, while IIT Bombay led nationally in 2023-24 with 421 patents granted.

With government and universities creating an enabling environment, sustained increases in
research funding are essential to maintain momentum. Foundational and technology-driven
research often starts in university labs or early-stage startups — long before patenting. India’s
R&D expenditure currently stands at just 0.67% of GDP, far below the U.S. (3.5%) and China
(2.5%). Raising this to around 2% of GDP is critical if India is to become a global knowledge leader.
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This investment is even more urgent in today’s uncertain global trade and financial environment,
as India must strive for self-sufficiency in both consumer and advanced technologies.

Finally, it is important to acknowledge the relentless efforts of professors and researchers, often
working with limited resources, to expand the boundaries of knowledge. Strengthening their work
through greater funding is not just support for academia; it is a strategic investment in India’s
long-term growth and global standing.

DRAFT UGC CURRICULUM PUTS FOCUS ON ‘ANCIENT WISDOM’

The University Grants Commission (UGC) has released draft Learning Outcomes-based
Curriculum Framework (LOCF) for anthropology, chemistry, commerce, economics, geography,
home science, mathematics, physical education, and political science.

The LOCF lays stress on the inclusion of Indian knowledge systems in each subject. The UGC has
invited feedback from stakeholders on the LOCF. This new curriculum comes at a time when the
non-BJP-ruled States are protesting against the focus on these systems on grounds of alleged
‘saffronisation’ of the curriculum.

While the LOCF on chemistry starts with a salutation to Saraswati, the commerce curriculum
suggests colleges to teach Kautilya’s Arthshastra. V.D. Savarkar’s Indian War of Independence has
found a place in the reading list for the course on ‘Bharatiya Struggle for Independence’.

Though the National Education Policy promotes multidisciplinary courses and holistic education,
the LOCF prioritises single-major pathways and most credits are allocated to discipline-specific
courses, leaving limited room for multidisciplinary exploration.

Every LOCF speaks in detail about how Indian systems should be added in the studies.

Mandala geometry and yantras, rangoli, and kolam as algorithmic art forms, temple architecture
and ayadi ratios will be included in courses on mathematics.

The objectives include exploring the foundational contributions of Indian mathematicians to
arithmetic, geometry, algebra, and calculus, and analysing key mathematical concepts and
techniques developed in India and their applications.

‘Bharatiya philosophy’ will be added in commerce education. “Commerce education must
incorporate the holistic learning approach derived from Bharatiya philosophy. The ancient
Gurukul system emphasised the all-round development of individuals, encompassing physical,
emotional, intellectual, and spiritual growth. These values, when applied to commerce, promote
ethical decision-making, responsible leadership, and sustainable business practices,” the LOCF
said, adding that Kautilya’s Arthashastra provides insights into trade regulations, governance, and
financial management, which remain relevant today.

Indian concepts of wealth and prosperity in dharmic thought; role of the king in economy; trade
and labour ethics; guild codes and collective enterprise; ecological and agrarian values; principles
of dana and indigenous exchange systems will be taught in economics courses.

In chemistry, in a module on “Chemistry of Alcoholic Beverages”, traditional Indian fermented
beverages and preparation methods for kanji, mahua, toddy and chemical reactions involved in
the conversion of sugars to ethanol during fermentation will be taught. Chemistry will have a brief
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idea of ancient Indian knowledge of Parmanu. In a unit on atomic structure, recapitulation of
concept of atom in ancient India will be taught along with Bohr’s theory and its limitations.

On anthropology, the curriculum says ancient thinkers like Charaka, Sushruta, Buddha, and
Mahavira have long discussed the symbiotic relationship between nature and culture, offering
indigenous perspectives on concepts central to anthropology.

RECENT CLOUD BURSTS SHOW — INDIA NEEDS EARLY WARNING SYSTEMS

It is becoming increasingly evident that policymakers in the country need to do more to shield
people, whether in the plains, mountains, or coastal areas, from the vagaries of the monsoon. This
year, cloudbursts, flash floods, and landslides have caused havoc in parts of Northeast India,
Uttarakhand, Himachal Pradesh, and, most recently, in Jammu and Kashmir. Waterlogging and
crumbling infrastructure have not only disrupted life and caused traffic congestion in urban
centres, including cities such as Delhi, Bengaluru, and Mumbai, they have also taken a high toll of
lives. The writing has been on the wall for at least a decade — most parts of the country need a
drainage upgrade. This urban planning imperative is the easier of the monsoon-related
challenges. Increasingly, it's also becoming evident that timely warning can reduce the loss of lives
and minimise damage during extreme weather events. Anticipating nature’s vagaries requires
accurate and timely data and effective communication channels. Work on building such
mechanisms has just begun in the country.

The loss of more than 60 lives in Jammu and Kashmir to cloudbursts in less than a week has
exposed the frailties of the country’s climate information system. The complex processes that go
into the making of cloudbursts have exacerbated the challenges. The interaction between
monsoon winds and cold winds combines with the idiosyncrasies of Himalayan topography to
create huge clouds. In a region historically prone to cloudbursts, the effects of global warming
seem to have been treacherous. When the clouds can no longer hold the water, they unleash rain
bombs over relatively small areas. Meteorologists define a cloudburst as rain falling at a rate of
100 mm or more per hour over an area of about 30 sq km. Such small tracts often lack rainfall-
measuring instruments. The effects of the downpour, however, are not localised — they trigger
landslides and flash floods and cause destruction downstream. Theoretically, it is not impossible
to forecast rainfall over a very small area, but it requires a dense network of weather instruments
and computing capabilities. The India Meteorological Department (IMD) is reportedly stepping up
initiatives to fill information gaps as well as make maximum use of data.

The task of shielding people from the effects of extreme rainfall is, however, too enormous to be
left to the IMD. Saving lives in fragile ecosystems will require coordination between the met office,
scientists, planners, and local, state, and national-level authorities. For starters, detailed maps of
cloudburst-prone zones that use historical data and satellite imagery could guide land-use plans.
They could ensure construction and developmental activities are carefully regulated and climate-
proofed in high-risk areas. It’s an imperative that cannot be postponed.

BRAIN-EATING AMOEBA

Three cases of the rare primary amoebic meningoencephalitis (PAM) have been reported in
Kerala in recent days, leading to the death of a nine-year-old and infecting a three-month-old baby.
PAM is a rare brain infection caused by Naegleria fowleri, also called ‘brain-eating amoeba’.
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— The first case of PAM in India was reported in 1971, and the first case in Kerala was reported
in 2016. From 2016 to 2023, the state had only eight cases. Last year, Kerala had 36 cases and nine
deaths. Here is what to know about the disease and how the amoeba infects people.

— PAM is caused by Naegleria fowleri, a free-living amoeba or a single-celled living organism. It
lives in warm, fresh water and soil around the world, and infects people when it enters the body
through the nose. Higher temperatures of up to 115°F (46°C) are conducive to its growth, and it
can survive for short periods in warm environments.

— The amoeba can be found in warm freshwater, such as lakes and rivers, swimming pools, splash
pads, surf parks, or other recreational venues that are poorly maintained or minimally
chlorinated.

— Naegleria fowleri enters the body through the nose, usually when people are swimming. It then
travels up to the brain, where it destroys the brain tissue and causes swelling.

— Notably, people cannot get infected with Naegleria fowleri from drinking water contaminated
with the amoeba. PAM is also non-communicable.

— In the initial stage, the symptoms include headache, fever, nausea and vomiting. Later on, the
patient may have a stiff neck and experience confusion, seizures, hallucinations and slip into a
state of coma.

— As earlier reported, scientists haven’t been able to identify any effective treatments for the
disease yet. At present, doctors treat it with a combination of drugs, including amphotericin B,
azithromycin, fluconazole, rifampin, miltefosine, and dexamethasone.

— One of the reasons for the spike in cases in Kerala has been increased testing for acute
encephalitis syndrome (AES) - a condition that can be caused by various diseases, including PAM
- as well as other factors such as climate change and environmental pollution.

Do You Know:

— According to the US Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), with the rising global
temperatures, the chances of getting Naegleria fowleri infection will go up as the amoeba mainly
thrives in warm freshwater bodies. The organism best grows in high temperatures up to 46°C and
sometimes can survive at even higher temperatures.

WHAT HAS NOTTO SAID ABOUT ORGAN DONATIONS TO WOMEN?

The story so far:

The National Organ and Tissue Transplant Organisation (NOTTO) recently issued a direction
stating that women patients and relatives of deceased donors will receive priority in organ
allocation. This is part of a 10-point advisory aimed at addressing gender disparity in organ
transplants and encouraging donations.

Is there a gender disparity?

An article titled ‘India’s organ transplant paradox: women donate the most and receive the least”
published in the British Medical Journal noted that as per data released by NOTTO, 63.8% of all
living organ donors from 2019 to 2023 were women. Yet men received the most donated organs,
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accounting for 69.8% of the recipients. The data further said that in the past five years women
made 36,038 of the 56,509 living organ donations in India, yet only 17,041 were transplanted into
women, while 39,447 went to men.

What laws oversee organ donation?

The Central Government has established NOTTO as the apex government body to oversee organ
donations. Each hospital of the country which engages in transplant activity, whether in retrieval
or transplant, must link with the NOTTO. Organ transplantation and donation is covered under
the Transplantation of Human Organs Act 1994, which has allowed organ donation by live and
brain-stem dead donors. In 2011, an amendment to the Act also brought in donation of human
tissues. As per the Act, buying/selling of organs in any way is punishable and has a significant
financial as well as judicial penalty.

In its recent advisory, the NOTTO has asked State governments to create permanent posts for
transplant coordinators at hospitals that perform organ transplantation or retrieval. “It is advised
that you develop facilities for organ and tissue retrieval in all trauma centres and register them as
organ retrieval centres,” the letter said, while calling for training emergency responders and
ambulance staff to identify potential deceased donors early, particularly among victims of road
traffic accidents and stroke patients.

What is the status of organ donation?

Globally, the World Health Organization (WHO) estimates that over 1,30,000 solid organ
transplants are performed each year, but this meets only about 10% of the worldwide need.
Countries with higher awareness and streamlined donor systems have achieved significantly
better outcomes, showing what is possible when organ donation becomes a social norm.

An organ donor can be anyone whose healthy organs are transplanted to a patient in urgent need.
These organs, donated after brain or cardiac death, can be preserved and transplanted to save
multiple lives. “Every year, over 1.8 lakh Indians develop end-stage kidney disease, yet only about
12,000 kidney transplants take place across the country. Even a small increase in organ donation
rates could help thousands of patients get a second chance at life,” said Sushanth Kulkarni, senior
consultant urologist, laparoscopic and renal transplant surgeon at CARE Hospital, Telangana.

Doctors note that lack of awareness, cultural myths, and hesitation to discuss organ donation
within families remain the biggest obstacles. But with modern transplantation techniques and
effective medicines, recipients can live long and healthy lives. A single donor can save up to eight
lives through organ donation and enhance many more through tissue donation such as corneas
and skin.

Are appeals made for organs?

According to information released by the Central Government, any special appeal usually results
in more people agreeing to become donors. However, family appeals will not result in an organ
immediately becoming available for the person on whose behalf the appeal was made. The patient
will still be on the waiting list, just like everyone else, and the rules that govern the matching and
allocation of donor organs to recipients still apply.
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GOVT PLAN FOR AN ANIMAL BLOOD BANK NETWORK

The Union government is working on ways to facilitate and standardise blood banking and blood
transfusion in veterinary care.

— The Department of Animal Husbandry & Dairying under the Ministry of Fisheries, Animal
Husbandry and Dairying invited comments from experts, institutions, and the public on draft
“Guidelines/ Standard Operating Procedure (SOP) for Blood Transfusion & Blood Bank for
Animals in India” that it prepared last month.

— India is home to a very large livestock population of 536.76 million, according to the 20th
Livestock Census conducted in 2019, and is also seeing a boom in the practice of keeping pets or
companion animals.

— Livestock include cattle, buffalo, goats, and sheep, as well as animals such as horses, ponies,
mules, donkeys, camels, and pigs. India has the world’s largest population of cattle and buffalo,
and the second-largest population of goats. The population of companion animals is estimated at
125 million, according to the draft guidelines.

— The livestock and companion animal sector plays a pivotal role in the country’s agricultural
economy and rural livelihoods. The animal husbandry and dairying sector contributes about 30
per cent of the agricultural GVA and 5.5 per cent of the national economy.

— Given this context, there is an urgent need to formalise critical and emergency veterinary care
services, including blood transfusion support across species, the draft says. Blood transfusion, it
says, is “increasingly recognized globally as a life-saving intervention, essential for managing
trauma, severe anemia, surgical blood loss, infectious diseases, and coagulation disorders”.

— India, the draft notes, “lacks a national regulatory framework and standardized protocols
guiding veterinary transfusion medicine with structured blood banking and transfusion
practices”. Most animal blood transfusions are dependent on “hospital-available or client-owned
donors, without consistent screening, blood typing, or standard operating protocols”.

— According to the government, the SOPs will address this situation “by providing structured,
ethical, and scientifically sound guidance on donor selection, blood collection, processing, storage,
transfusion procedures, and safety monitoring”.

— The veterinary blood banks will be hosted at veterinary colleges and universities, referral
hospitals and polyclinics, large veterinary diagnostic centres, and multi-speciality animal
hospitals operated by the government. The veterinary blood banks will function round the clock,
according to the draft.

— Notably, the draft document prohibits monetary incentives to pet owners or livestock owners
for the donation of the animal blood.

Do You Know:

— The volume of blood in both humans and animals ranges between 7 per cent and 9 per cent of
body weight. Transfusion is required when the volume of blood falls below this level.

— Cattle have 55 ml of blood per kg of their body weight, and at an average weight of 300 kg, each
head of cattle carries 16.5 litres of blood.
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— Like humans, there are a large number of blood groups in animals, produced by species-specific
antigens on the cell membrane of their red blood cells. There are 11 blood groups in cattle, 9 in
dogs, 8 in horses, and 4 in cats, according to the draft guidelines.

PANCHAYAT SETS EXAMPLE WITH CANCER-CONTROL MODEL

A community-based cancer-control initiative which focused on sustained awareness campaigns,
culturally sensitive communication and formation of a women volunteers’ squad to help patients
navigate the rigmarole of cancer treatment has evolved as a successful model for encouraging
more women towards screening and early detection of breast cancer.

The “Kannapuram model”, named after the Kannapuram grama panchayat in Kannur district,
where the community-based initiative was tested out, is a success story writ by the grama
panchayat in association with the Malabar Cancer Centre (MCC).

The successful experiment has now found a place in the latest issue of WHO South-East Asia
Journal of Public Health.

Following sustained, planned community-level cancer awareness activities, 96% of the women
above 30 years in the panchayat underwent breast cancer screening. Of the 6.2% referred for
follow-up, 66.5% underwent further investigations. Breast cancer detection rate was 0.96 per
1,000, all in the early stages, who have all been treated and are now cancer-free.

Lack of awareness

In women, the breast cancer incidence has gone up 300-fold in Kerala in the last 25 years and
accounts for 34% of all cancers in women. It is a sad reality that two-thirds of breast cancer cases
are reported at Stages 3 and 4.

Lack of awareness or misconceptions about risk factors and symptoms, fear of cancer diagnosis,
social stigma, fear of catastrophic health expenditure are some of the reasons that affect women'’s
participation in early screening programmes, making late-stage presentations and high mortality,
the face of breast cancer in Kerala

“Women tend to back out of follow-up investigations out of fear. So we formed a dedicated
women'’s squad of Kudumbasree leaders, who kept track of all these women, fixed appointments,
organised travel and also accompanied the women to MCC to ensure that they did not drop out,”
says K. Rethi, Kannapuram grama panchayat president.

The efficiency of the patient navigation strategy in the Kannapuram model was what perhaps
made all the difference in this community-led cancer control initiative. The women squad of
navigators acted as the bridge between the health system and community, motivated women to
attend screening camps and the much-needed hand-holding and emotional support to the
referred women, to manage the complexities of the healthcare system, undergo investigations and
complete the treatment.

DIRECT ACTION & GOPAL ‘PATHA’

A resident of Kolkata, Shantanu Mukherjee (45), has complained to police that filmmaker Vivek
Agnihotri’s forthcoming Bengal Files tarnishes the image and reputation of his late grandfather
Gopal Mukherijee.
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— Agnihotri’s film is about the communal riots that raged in Kolkata for four days beginning
August 16, 1946, the date designated by the Muslim League as “Direct Action Day” to create
Pakistan.

— Between 5,000 and 10,000 people are believed to have been murdered and some 15,000
wounded in the “Great Calcutta Killing”, which witnessed perhaps the worst single episode of
Hindu-Muslim violence that accompanied the partition of the subcontinent.

— The Great Calcutta Killing was followed by bloody riots in Bombay, Noakhali (in today’s
Bangladesh), Bihar, Garhmukteshwar, and several places in Punjab over the next few months.

— Gopal Mukherjee, known by the moniker Gopal ‘Paantha’ (or Gopal Patha) because his family
owned a mutton shop in central Kolkata’s College Street (paantha is goat in Bangla), was a leader
of one of the major street gangs that were active during the Direct Action Day violence in the city.

— Gopal Mukherjee and his group, supposedly comprising more than 800 young men, took it upon
themselves to protect Hindus in their area from gangs of Muslim rioters.

— British Prime Minister Clement Atlee had announced the transfer of power in March 1946,
although no date had been fixed. In May, the Cabinet Mission proposed a plan for an interim
government, which both the Congress and Muslim League rejected.

— The League had committed itself to accepting nothing short of Partition and the creation of
Pakistan. Its leader, Muhammad Ali Jinnah, proclaimed that there would now be “either a divided
India or a destroyed India”.

— On July 29, the League called on Muslims across India to observe August 16 as Direct Action
Day, with strikes, hartals, and protests. But in Bengal, and Calcutta specifically, the situation went
totally out of control.

— Bengal as a whole was Muslim-majority, but most of the 54% Muslim population of the province
lived in areas that would become East Pakistan and subsequently, Bangladesh. The city of Calcutta
was 73% Hindu. Muslims were concentrated in North Calcutta and in the Metiabruz area by the
Ganga, and were mainly part of the city’s underclasses.

— In the provincial elections of January 1946, the Bengal Provincial Muslim League, a provincial
branch of the Muslim League, had emerged victorious, and H S Suhrawardy - a future Prime
Minister of Pakistan and an early mentor of Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, the father of Bangladesh -
became prime minister (chief minister) of the province.

— Almost all members of Suhrawardy’s cabinet belonged to the League... Suhrawardy announced
a public holiday in Bengal on August 16. The air in Calcutta was thick with apprehension and
foreboding.

— Through August 17 and 18, the violence intensified. It was only on August 19 that the military
was called in. The chaos and bloodshed continued sporadically, and on August 21, Bengal was put
under Viceroy’s rule.

— For a long time, Calcutta remained divided between Muslim and Hindu zones with very little
movement between them. Historians of Bengal believe that the Calcutta riots of 1946 were by far
the most cataclysmic event leading to the partition of the province a year later.
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— What is known of Mukherjee and his role in the violence comes primarily from a book on the
“Calcutta underworld” published in 1996, and an audio interview that Mukherjee gave to Andrew
Whitehead of the BBC in 1997.

— Mukherjee said that he and his boys had used whatever weapons they could lay their hands on
- knives, sticks, rods, and guns. They had been stocking up on some weapons over the last few
years...

— A year after the Great Calcutta Killing, Mahatma Gandhi visited Calcutta and appealed to people
to surrender their arms. Mukherjee told Whitehead that several of the rioters surrendered their
weapons, but he refused to meet Gandhi despite being called twice.

— Ray and Das wrote in their book that following the riots of 1946, Mukherjee and his associates
were pushed into a life of crime and lawlessness. They received liberal financial help from
prosperous Calcutta Hindus during the riots, and were hailed as saviours. After the situation
returned to normal, however, they were ostracised and looked at with contempt.

Do You Know:
— India is commemorating August 14, as Partition Horrors Remembrance Day.

— The partition of India into India and Pakistan led to grave violence and communal riots, loss of
property, and extreme upheaval in the weeks and months around August 15, 1947. The Partition
is acknowledged as one of the most violent and abrupt displacements in the recent history of the
world.

— An official document released by the government to mark Partition Horrors Remembrance Day
says: “More than being a story of a violent divide based on faith and religion it is also a story of
how a way of life and ages of co-existence came to a sudden and dramatic end.”

— Estimates of the numbers of those killed vary; according to the official document, it could be
between 500,000 to over a million, but “the generally accepted figure stands at around 500,000”.

SHORT NEWS

CPEC PHASE Il TO BE LAUNCHED DURING PAK PM’S CHINA VISIT

Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif’s visit to China later this month will mark the formal launch of the
second phase of the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor, focal person on the multi-billion-dollar
bilateral initiative said here. Planning Minister Ahsan Iqgbal made the official announcement
during a high-level meeting on Tuesday to review preparations for the forthcoming session of the
Joint Cooperation Committee (JCC) of the second phase of the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor
(CPEC-II), as well as the prime minister’s scheduled visit to Beijing.

LIPULEKH PASS

— Nepal objected earlier this week to India and China announcing the reopening of border trade
through the Lipulekh Pass, citing its claims over the region.

— In an official statement, the Government of Nepal said that Limpiyadhura, Lipulekh, and
Kalapani — located east of the Mahakali River — are integral parts of Nepal.
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— In response, Ministry of External Affairs spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal said, “Border trade
between India and China through Lipulekh pass commenced in 1954 and has been going on for
decades... such claims are neither justified nor based on... evidence.”

— Lipulekh pass lies at an altitude of 5,115 metres, on the border between Uttarakhand and the
Tibet Autonomous Region, near the trijunction with Nepal. It is an ancient passageway between
the Indian subcontinent and the Tibetan Plateau, frequented by traders and pilgrims alike.

ALL INDIA SPEAKERS CONFERENCE
— The All India Speakers Conference was held at the Delhi Legislative Assembly.

— The Conference is being organised to mark the centenary of Vithalbhai Patel becoming the first
elected Indian speaker of the Central Legislative Council, equivalent of the Parliament then.

DIGITALLY LITERATE STATE-KERALA

— In another significant milestone in the field of education, Kerala has become the first “digitally-
literate” state in India.

—In 2023, the state government launched the ‘Digi Keralam-complete digital literary programme’
with the prime goal of taking the digital revolution to all sections of people, irrespective of their
age, and help them avail its e-services.

— A survey of 83 lakh households was conducted to identify the “digitally illiterate” and training
sessions were conducted.

HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE MONSOON SESSION

— The Monsoon Session, which commenced on July 21, saw the introduction of 14 Bills and the
passing of 12 of them. Both Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha were adjourned sine die on 21st August.

— A new income tax Bill was passed to replace the six-decade-old Income Tax Act, 1961. Itis likely
to come into effect from April 1, 2026.

— Rajya Sabha cleared the National Sports Governance Bill, 2025, a day after its passage in Lok
Sabha. Under the provisions of the Bill, only a sports body that receives financial assistance from
the state qualifies as a “public authority” under the Right to Information Act, 2005. This effectively
excludes the BCCI because it does not receive any direct financial aid from the government.

— The Lok Sabha passed the Promotion and Regulation of Online Gaming Bill, 2025 minutes after
it was introduced in the House, offering a legal framework to regulate online gaming companies
in India. At the heart of the proposed law are blanket prohibitions on online money games, multi-
crore fines and potential jail sentences.

— Both the Houses passed The Indian Ports Bill, 2025 seeks to modernise the outdated provisions
of the Indian Ports Act, 1908, promote integrated port development, facilitate businesses and
ensure utilisation of India’s coastline.

4™ FLOOR SHATABDI TOWER, SAKCHI, JAMSHEDPUR
51


http://www.youtube.com/c/DreamIAS

o 91 9334622397
&DreamlAS 51 100474838

Learning made simple... u www.youtube.com/c/DreamlAS P ——

— The Constitution (One Hundred And Thirtieth Amendment) Bill, 2025 and two related
statutory amendments to reflect the proposed changes for Union Territories have been referred
to a joint committee of Parliament for review.

— The Constitution (One Hundred And Thirtieth Amendment) Bill, 2025 seeks to remove a central
or state Minister who is facing allegations of corruption or serious offences and has been detained
for at least 30 days consecutively.

— The Jan Vishwas (Amendment of Provisions) Bill, 2025, introduced in Lok Sabha, seeks to
amend 16 Central Acts to decriminalise and rationalise certain offences and penalties. This is the
second Jan Vishwas legislation brought in by the Narendra Modi government.

INTEGRATED AIR DEFENCE WEAPON SYSTEM

— The ministry of Defence (MoD) said on Sunday (August 24) that the Defence Research and
Development Organisation (DRDO) has successfully conducted the first flight-tests of an
Integrated Air Defence Weapon System (IADWS).

— The IADWS is a multi-layered air defence system, which includes three components

[ Quick Reaction Surface to Air Missiles (QRSAM): It is a short-range Surface to Air Missile
(SAM) system, primarily designed to provide a protective shield to moving armoured
columns of the Army from enemy aerial attacks.

II.  The advanced Very Short Range Air Defence System (VSHORADS) missiles: It is a fourth-
generation, technically advanced miniaturised Man Portable Air Defence System
(MANPAD). The weapon system can neutralise targets between the range of 300 meters
and six kilometres, including drones and other classes of aerial threats.

[II.  High-power laser-based Directed Energy Weapon (DEW): It can neutralise fixed-wing
UAV and swarm drones, causing structural damage and disabling their surveillance
sensors. With this, India has joined the exclusive club of global powers that possess such
a system. DEW is said to have a range of less than three kilometres.

— The integrated operation of all these weapon system components is controlled by a Centralised
Command and Control Centre, developed by the Defence Research and Development Laboratory,
Hyderabad.

INDIA’S FIRST REMOVABLE SOLAR PANEL SYSTEM

— Uttar Pradesh’s Varanasi has become the country’s first city to have portable solar panels
between railway tracks.

— Banaras Locomotive Works (BLW), Varanasi, has commissioned India’s first removable solar
panel system installed between railway track.

— BLW has rolled out this pilot project in its workshop line number 19 with an indigenously-
designed installation procedure to lay solar panels between the rails without disrupting train
traffic.
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— India plans to attain net zero status by 2070, which will require drastic cuts in GHG emissions
from all sectors, including transport. Indian Railways aims to become a ‘Net Zero Carbon Emission
Railway’ by 2030.

LUNAR MODULE LAUNCH VEHICLE (LMLV)

— Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) Chairman V Narayanan said that the space agency
was in the process of building its heaviest rocket ever, and had named it Lunar Module Launch
Vehicle (LMLV).

— Narayanan said ISRO was no longer working on the NGLV (Next Generation Launch Vehicle), a
heavy-lift rocket that was supposed to carry the modules for India’s space station, the Bharat
Antariksh Station, or BAS.

— He said the LMLV would be ready by 2035, and would be used for the lunar missions, including
the first human mission to the Moon, planned by 2040.

— The new rocket would be capable of carrying about 27 tonnes to the Moon and 80 tonnes to
low Earth orbits, which are between 200 and 2,000 km from the planet’s surface. The heaviest
payload that the current LVM3 has carried to low earth orbit is 5.8 tonnes.

— The LMLV will be a three-stage rocket, with the first two stages using liquid propellant and the
third stage using a cryogenic propellant.

LIVING LAB APPROACH

— Kanichar — 60 km from Kannur — is India’s first village panchayat where a living lab approach
has been adopted for enhancing climate sensitivity and people’s resilience capacity.

— Implemented by the Kerala State Disaster Management Authority (KSDMA), the project has one
aim — making the 4,600-odd household owners in the panchayat resilient to natural disasters.

— The living lab approach is an ecosystem that integrates real-world settings with research and
innovation to create and test solutions.

— First developed in the Netherlands, the approach is marked by the involvement of several
stakeholders — including government, experts, private agencies and civic society — to find real-
world solutions.

— This panchayat will also have an early landslide warning system installed by IIT-Roorkee. This
is the first time in the country that the concept is being implemented with landslide as the focal
theme.

MUMBAI HEAVY RAINFALL 2025

Torrential rainfall continued to whip Mumbai and its neighbouring districts for the fourth
consecutive day on Tuesday (August 19). Scientists from India Meteorological Department (IMD)
Mumbai attributed the downpour to a combination of several weather systems that bring rain to
the city.
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A monsoon trough is an elongated low-pressure area that extends from the heat low over Pakistan
to the Bay of Bengal. It is a semi-permanent feature of monsoon circulation, and its southward
movement results in heavy rain.

Apart from this, a shear zone — a narrow zone where there is a sharp change in wind speed or
direction, leading to cloud formation and rain — is active over the Indian region.

TIGER CORRIDORS

— Recently, the National Tiger Conservation Authority (NTCA) has limited the number of tiger
corridors, primarily, to only 32 “least cost pathways” identified in 2014.

— Now, the benchmark primarily consists of the “least cost pathways” identified in its 2014 report
and the ones recorded by tiger reserves in their individual TCPs.

— Tiger corridors are vital wildlife pathways that connect tiger habitats, enabling animal
movement, gene flow, and long-term survival.

— There were benchmarks that were applied in determining a corridor:
e Protected Areas occupied by tigers,
e Least cost pathways identified in 2014,
e Corridors marked in Tiger Conservation Plans (TCPs) of each reserve,

e Corridors identified by Wildlife Institute of India (WII) — “Tiger corridors of eastern
Vidarbha landscape” — in 2016,

e Corridors identified by WII — “Telemetry based tiger corridors of Vidarbha” landscape”
—in 2021, and

o Distribution of tigers based on quadrennial all-India Tiger Estimations (AITEs).

— The National Tiger Conservation Authority (NTCA) is a statutory body under the Ministry of
Environment, Forests and Climate Change constituted under enabling provisions of the Wildlife
(Protection) Act, 1972, for strengthening tiger conservation, as per powers and functions assigned
to it under the said Act.

SPINLESS FOE: HOW JELLYFISH DISRUPT NUCLEAR POWER PLANTS

One of the largest nuclear power plants in France was forced to temporarily shut down on Sunday
(August 10) due to a slimy and spineless adversary: jellyfish. This is not the first time that jellyfish
have thwarted nuclear plants. Swarms of these invertebrates have caused such disruptions across
the world since at least the 1990s — Gravelines itself was disrupted in 1993.However, experts
suggest that the incidents of jellyfish disrupting power generation have been on the rise in recent
years. For instance, in 2011 alone, jellyfish paralysed plants in Israel, Japan, and Scotland. In 2013,
an invasion of jellyfish halted a reactor in Sweden.
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|SPERM WHALE VOMIT

— The Special Operations Group (SOG) of the Ahmedabad Rural Police arrested two men with
2.976 kg of illicit sperm whale vomit (ambergris), police said.

— Trade of ambergris is banned in India as the sperm whale is a Schedule 1 species under the
Wildlife Protection Act, 1972, and Convention of International Trade in Endangered Species
(CITES).

— They are listed as vulnerable in the [UCN Red List.

— Ambergris, which means gray amber in French, is a waxy substance that originates from the
digestive system of the protected sperm whales. This excretion is so valuable it is referred to as
floating gold.

— Itis often found floating in the sea and rarely even spotted on beaches and coastlines. It is highly
prized for its scent and is used illegally in the production of perfumes.

— They are the largest of the toothed whales. They are the only whales in the world that have
large enough throats to swallow a human.

— They are named after the waxy substance—spermaceti—found in their heads. The spermaceti
is an oil sac that helps the whales focus sound.

ORANGE SHARK

— A rare, vividly orange nurse shark has been discovered off the coast of Costa Rica, baffling
scientists and prompting renewed interest in marine pigmentation anomalies.

— This peculiar colouration is due to xanthism—also known as xanthochroism—a rare condition
of pigmentation.

— Xanthism causes excessive yellow or golden hues due to alack of red pigmentation. It has never
been documented before in cartilaginous fish, the group of species that includes sharks, rays, and
skates, in the Caribbean.

— In addition to its golden-orange skin, the nurse shark also showed signs of albinism,
particularly a pair of striking white eyes.

— The origin of the pigmentation is still uncertain. While xanthism is often the result of a genetic
mutation, environmental factors such as diet could also play a role.

MANIKA VISHWAKARMA
— Manika Vishwakarma from Rajasthan is crowned as the winner of Miss Universe India 2025.

— Crowned by Miss Universe India 2024 Rhea Singha, she beat Tanya Sharma from Uttar Pradesh
(the first runner-up), Mehak Dhingra from Haryana (the second runner-up), and Amishi Kaushik
(the third runner-up) to win the coveted title.

— She will now represent India at the global 74th Miss Universe competition to be held in
Thailand later this year.
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— Miss Universe 2024 was the 73rd Miss Universe pageant, held at the Arena CDMX in Mexico
City, Mexico, and Victoria Kjeer Theilvig of Denmark emerged as the winner.

— India has three title winners and ranks in the Top 10 Miss Universe winners list.
= Sushmita Sen (1994) - the first Indian to win Miss Universe.
= Lara Dutta (2000) - the second Indian Miss Universe.

= Harnaaz Sandhu (2021) - third crown for India after two decades.

SHWETHA MENON

— Shwetha Menon, a leading actor in Kerala, was recently elected as the first woman president of
the Association of Malayalam Movie Artistes (AMMA).

— AMMA is an organisation which has seen ups and downs over the past year due to sexual
harassment allegations against its members.

— The last president, Mohanlal, had stepped down, and the executive committee of AMMA was
dissolved, after the Justice Hema Committee report came out in 2024, accusing the film industry
of discriminating against women.

RUGBY-CENTRIC BRONCO TEST

— To ensure top Indian cricketers maintain a high level of fitness and improve their aerobic
capacity, the rugby-centric Bronco Test has been introduced.

— In the Bronco Test, a player starts off with a 20-metre shuttle run, followed by a 40m one and
a 60m run, which constitutes one set.

— A player is required to do five such sets which adds up to 1,200 meters without taking a break.
The Indian players have been asked to complete the Bronco Test in six minutes.

— The BCCI already has in place a Yo-Yo Test and a 2-kilometre time trial as fitness tests for top
cricketers.

— The Yo-Yo-Test involves running between markers placed 20 meters apart, at increasing
speeds, with a 10-second break between each 40-metre run. The minimum Yo-Yo level for the
Indian team was set at 17.1.

ASIAN SHOOTING CHAMPIONSHIPS 2025

— The Asian Shooting championships 2025 are taking place in Shymkent, Kazakhstan, from 18th
August to 30th August.

— Olympian shooter Elavenil Valarivan shot 253.6 in the final of the women’s 10m air rifle event
at the Asian Shooting Championships to clinch the gold medal.

— This is the second senior gold medal for India in this edition of the continental championships,
as Anantjeet Singh Naruka won gold in the men’s skeet.
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— Double Olympic medallist Manu Bhaker had won the bronze medal in the women’s 10m air
pistol competition.

U20 WORLD WRESTLING CHAMPIONSHIPS 2025

— Kajal Dochak, 17-year-old Haryana wrestler, won the title in the women'’s 72 Kg final with a 8-
6 win over China’s Liu Yuqi to become India’s second U20 World Champion this week.

— Tapasya Gahlawat, 19-year-old, won the first gold for India in women’s 57 Kg with a 5-2 win
over Norway’s Felicitas Domajeva.

— The U20 World Wrestling Championships 2025 was organised in in Samokov, Bulgaria, from
August 17 to 24.

— There are medal events for all three disciplines - men’s freestyle, Greco-Roman and women’s
freestyle - each with 10 weight categories.

NEW WORDS ADDED TO THE CAMBRIDGE DICTIONARY

— Recently, Cambridge Dictionary has added more than 6000 words, which include skibidi,
broligarchy, delulu, and tradwife.

— Skibidi originated in Skibidi Toilet, a surreal animated YouTube series in which human heads
burst out of toilets to pounding beats. Children and teens picked up the word, using it as an all-
purpose exclamation or sometimes as pure nonsense. Cambridge defines it as a term that can
mean “cool,” “bad” or nothing at all.

— Tradwife is shorthand for “traditional wife.” The word describes women who broadcast their
devotion to domesticity online through cooking, cleaning, raising children and submitting to
husbands as a lifestyle brand.

— Deluly, short for delusional, began in K-pop fandoms more than a decade ago as a taunt for fans
who imagined marrying their idols. On TikTok, it been reborn as philosophy: “delulu is the solulu,”
which means ‘believing in your own delusion is the solution.’

— Broligarchy is a jab at wealthy men dominating tech, “mouse jiggler” is the pandemic-era device
for faking productivity and “work spouse,” shorthand for office partnerships that feel marital in
everything but name.
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Last week was turning out to be a great one for the Indian economy even before Prime Minister
Narendra Modi announced a raft of reforms in his Independence Day speech. A day earlier, S&P
Global Ratings had upgraded its rating on India to BBB from BBB-.

— The sovereign rating upgrade by S&P is significant for two key reasons. One, it came after a gap
of nearly two decades; and two, it has meaningful implications for the Indian economy.

— The Indian government has over the last several years aggressively pursued the three global
agencies — S&P, Moody’s, and Fitch Ratings — for higher ratings that, in its opinion, better reflect
the economy’s fundamentals: In fact, New Delhi has repeatedly expressed its displeasure over the
agencies’ methodologies, saying they were biased against emerging economies. So, what has
convinced S&P that now is a good time for India to be given an upgrade?

— The primary reason is clarity on the government’s finances. While the Centre has had a law
called the Fiscal Responsibility and Budget Management Act since 2003 — it demands reducing
the annual fiscal deficit to 3 per cent of GDP — it has rarely been met.

— However, post the coronavirus pandemic, the fiscal deficit has been reduced aggressively from
9.2 per cent in 2020-21 to a targeted 4.4 per cent in 2025-26. Going forward, the Centre will start
targeting a reduction in its debt-to-GDP from 57.1 per cent in 2024-25 to 49-51 per cent by 2030-
31.

— Then there is growth. Despite GDP growth falling to a four-year low of 6.5 per cent in 2024-25,
India remains one of the fastest growing large economies in the world — or in S&P’s words,
“among the best performing economies in the world”. And this is real, or inflation-adjusted,
growth; nominal growth — which is the actual increase in the GDP in today’s prices — is even
higher.

— Another key factor has been the fairly low and stable domestic inflation, with S&P praising the
Reserve Bank of India’s inflation management record.

— To be sure, India’s rating level with S&P has itself not changed — the country remains in the
BBB category. It's just that it has gone from the lowest edge of it, or BBB-, to a more secure position.
The next step would be BBB+.

— Ratings are divided into two rough classes: investment and speculative grades. Entities,
including countries, in the former class are worth investing in, while repayment of loans taken by
those in the latter is difficult to predict. But even within the investment grade, there are steps, and
BBB is the lowest.

— According to S&P, a BBB rating indicates “adequate capacity to meet financial commitments,
but more subject to adverse economic conditions”. The next step is A, then AA, and finally, AAA,
which signifies “extremely strong capacity to meet financial commitments”.

- The implications of a better credit rating are clear — the Indian government should be able to

borrow at a lower rate of interest. This has already occurred, with government bond yields in the
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secondary market on August 14 falling as much as 10 basis points, with the rupee’s exchange rate
also getting a boost.

Do You Know:

— A credit rating is nothing more than a measure of an entity’s creditworthiness, or how likely it
is that they may pay back borrowed money. If you pay back your loans and credit card bills on
time and in full, your credit score improves. It is the same for countries.

— Most countries need to borrow money every year to fund some of their expenditures. The
difference between the total income and the expenditure for a year is the fiscal deficit; the Indian
government’s is Rs 15.69 lakh crore for 2025-26. This has to be met by borrowing money from
the markets, with the government paying interest on it. Now, if the government is seen as being
more likely to repay the loan — which is what a higher credit rating indicates — then the rate of
interest is lower.

HOW INDIA’S YOUTH CAN CHALLENGE U.S. TARIFFS

In early August, U.S. President Donald Trump announced that imports from India to the U.S. will
be charged tariffs at 50%. This includes a 25% penalty for India’s oil purchases from Russia. The
U.S. tariffs bring challenges to the Indian economy. What are the policy options for India?

Tariffs are the taxes levied on imports from other countries. The average tariff imposed by the
U.S., the world’s largest export market, was 2 to 3% for two decades until 2024. All that has
changed with President Trump announcing a steep hike in U.S. tariffs on April 2 this year.

If the 50% tariff rate imposed on India takes effect, a shirt that an Indian firm sells for $10 will
cost as much as $15 for the U.S. consumer. The tariffs on goods from India are higher than the
tariffs the U.S. has imposed on India’s export competitors (Table 1). Therefore, a similar shirt
shipped from Vietnam or Bangladesh will cost $12 or less, making Indian products uncompetitive.
When Mr. Trump launched the tariff war in April this year, his fury was directed mainly at China,
which was charged with tariffs of 145%. But subsequently, the two countries agreed to cool off
their animosities, and the U.S. tariffs on China have now come down to 30%. Astonishingly, India,
aclose U.S. ally, is now the country (with Brazil) threatened with the highest U.S. tariffs.

For India, the dollars it earns by selling textiles, pharmaceuticals, software services, and other
products to the U.S. are critical for bridging the country’s external trade deficit. Mr. Trump's tariffs
may lead to job and income losses in India, at least in the short run. At the same time, in exchange
for reducing tariffs, the U.S. is seeking greater access for its agricultural products, especially dairy,
in the Indian market. This will in turn have adverse impacts on Indian farmers.

Nature of China’s influence

The unfolding tariff war shows that low wages alone will not give a lasting competitive advantage
to a country in the export market. China’s strengths emerge from its enormous scale, massive
infrastructure, and growing technological capabilities. China has established an unassailable lead
in several industries. Its shares in global exports are 36.3% in textiles and clothing and 24.9% in
machine and electrical equipment. The corresponding shares for India are 4.4% and 0.9%
respectively.
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China’s vice-like grip over large parts of the global production network and exclusive access to
some critical materials such as rare earths may have quickened the melting of ice between it and
the U.S. Moreover, further uncertainty and tariff escalations with other countries may derail plans
by global companies to diversify their investments away from China and do more business with
India and Vietnam.

If left with low wages as its only bargaining chip, India will remain on the periphery of global
business, ever to be pushed by lower-cost suppliers and by the whims of tariff administrators of
rich countries. Despite their early starts, India’s IT and pharmaceutical industries tread unsteadily
in low-value activities due to their underinvestment in research and development.

From producer to consumer

A significant source of demand for export-driven economic growth in China and other developing
countries over the last few decades has been consumers in high-income countries in the West.
However, the purchasing capabilities of developed countries have been going downhill for a while
due to their ageing populations and growing inequalities. With rising tariffs and protectionism,
the markets in the West will also be less open.

This means that future economic growth must be built around the demand from the home markets
of countries such as India and China. The populations of these countries will have to transform
themselves from being low-cost producers to producers and consumers simultaneously — from
being servers left with only crumbs from growth to diners who occupy the high table of capitalist
progress. Such a transformation can occur only with sweeping economic changes. Wages and
incomes must rise quickly in India. High-value-adding economic activities based on technology
and knowledge must replace growth extracted exploitatively from labour.

The role of young India

Those who doubt Indians’ ability to partake in growth derived from skills and talent need only to
look at the record of Indians in the U.S. over the past half-century. The immigration to the U.S. of
engineers, doctors, and other professionals, most of them trained in India’s public universities,
has grown steadily since the 1970s. Approximately, a third of the graduates from Indian Institutes
of Technology (IITs) migrated abroad, most of them to the U.S., through the 1970s and 1980s. The
population of Indian immigrants in the U.S. rose from 0.3 million in 1982 to 1.3 million in 2000
and 3.2 million in 2023. Although still only 1% of the U.S. population, Indian immigrants have a
disproportionately higher representation in higher education and research and as entrepreneurs
and corporate leaders. The ‘brain circulation’ they set in has contributed to the U.S.’s continued
global dominance in technology and innovation.

Today, one out of every five young people in the world lives in India. At a time when the youth
population is declining not only in high-income countries but also in China, the multitude of its
young will be India’s trump card. Indians in the age group between 15 to 29 years and enrolled in
secondary schools or colleges number approximately to 120 million, which is as big as the
population of Japan. If accompanied by appropriate policy interventions to enhance their skills
and training, these young Indians could become the movers and shakers in the emerging
knowledge economy.

The U.S. administration will be wise enough not to underestimate India’s strategic importance by
factoring in only the relatively small size of its goods trade. If young Indians are turned away from
the U.S. due to visa and job restrictions, the U.S. will be the bigger loser in the long run.
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As the battle on trade and tariffs rages on, India’s best defence will be its young people, their sheer
numbers and the promise they hold. The home market they generate will be large enough to
compensate for any dip in export earnings, provided jobs and incomes expand fast. Greater public
expenditures on health and education, and a renewed focus by domestic businesses on innovation
will be critical for unleashing the strengths of India’s young as a shield against growing global
turbulences.

INFLATION TARGETING REGIME HAS WORKED WELL. CHANGES THAT DILUTE RBI’S
MONETARY POLICY FRAMEWORK SHOULD BE AVOIDED

In 2016, India shifted to an inflation targeting regime. The inflation target of 4 per cent with a
band of plus/minus 2 per cent was initially set for a five-year period ending in 2021. Subsequently,
in March 2021, the government retained the inflation target for another five years. With the
second review of the framework due early next year, the RBI has now released a discussion paper
on the monetary policy regime. The paper examines how inflation targeting has fared in India over
the past nine years, and also raises several questions over its structure.

On balance, shifting to this framework has “served India well”. Inflation has averaged 4.9 per cent
after the shift, as compared to an average of 6.8 per cent in the period before that. The framework
has provided the Monetary Policy Committee the flexibility to deal with challenging economic
situations — during the pandemic years, for instance, it allowed for greater weightage to be
attached to growth priorities in the decision matrix. The regime has also brought about
accountability — when inflation stayed above the upper threshold of 6 per cent, the RBI was
required to send a report to the government detailing why the target was not met and the
corrective action that needed to be taken. Alongside, publication of the minutes of the committee
meeting, which are released with a gap of two weeks, has brought about transparency in the
decision-making process by detailing the thinking and rationale for the decisions of each
committee member. Further, by putting in place a six-member committee to decide on policy,
more voices have been incorporated in decision-making.

The questions raised by the discussion paper centre around whether the 4 per cent target is
optimal, if it should be replaced by a range, if the tolerance bands should be changed or done away
with and whether headline or core inflation is the best guide for policy. Each of these has been
explored in great detail. The paper notes that across the world, while 48 countries have adopted
this framework, with differing targets and ranges, “no major country” has ever shifted away. The
framework has been tweaked on occasion, however, to reflect changing domestic and global
conditions. On the issue of targeting headline vs core inflation, RBI continues to veer on the side
of headline inflation. “Any attempt to anchor inflation expectations should not ignore shocks to
food and fuel,” it says. Globally, too, headline inflation is favoured. In fact, the paper notes that
“Uganda is the only country that targets core inflation”. It takes time to build credibility. Any
changes that are perceived as either undermining or diluting the current framework, such as
raising the target or shifting to range targeting, run the risk of “eroding policy credibility”. These
are best avoided. As the central bank notes, “the conduct of monetary policy frameworks needs
both policy certainty and credibility”.
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IS THE NEW INCOME TAX LAW MORE ACCESSIBLE?

The story so far:

The Income Tax Bill 2025, which seeks to replace the Income Tax Act of 1961, was passed by
Parliament in the ongoing monsoon session. The Bill is significantly shorter, more concise, and
has clearer legislation. However, it also incorporates some new elements that could be
problematic.

Why was a new law needed?

The Income Tax Act, 1961 is outdated, and over the years has been amended numerous times,
leading to income tax legislation in India being convoluted and difficult for an average citizen to
understand. It also provided tax officials ample scope for harassment due to the discretion the law
afforded them. In the new Bill, the number of chapters has been brought down to 23 from 47 in
the Income Tax Act, 1961, and the number of Sections to 536 from 819.

Moreover, in order to provide greater clarity, the new Bill has increased the number of tables to
57 from 18 and the number of formulae to 46 from six. Most importantly, the language has been
greatly simplified. Jargon has been removed as much as possible, and examples have been
provided where needed.

Why was a second version of the Bill needed?

The original version of the Income Tax Bill 2025 was introduced in Parliament in February this
year. However, given the importance of the legislation and the ambitious nature of what it was
trying to do, it was decided to refer it to a Select Committee. The committee was headed by
Baijayant Panda and comprised Members of Parliament from across political parties. The Select
Committee submitted its report in July this year. It was a mammoth report, and while it retained
much of the language in the new Bill, it also recommended several changes. On August 8, 2025,
the government withdrew the Bill to incorporate the suggestions made by the committee. The
reason for the withdrawal was to avoid confusion through multiple versions of the Bill and to
provide a clear and updated version with all the changes incorporated. That new version was
introduced in the Lok Sabha on August 11, 2025 and was passed the same day without debate.

What has changed in the new Bill?

Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman was clear from the outset that the purpose of the new
legislation was to simplify and rationalise the existing law, not to change the rates or slabs through
it. Those changes are made periodically by the government, such as in Budget 2025, when the
income tax slabs and rates were substantially changed. Most of the changes will not impact the
average income tax payer, and are more technical in nature. For example, the provisions of
Minimum Alternate Tax (MAT) and Alternate Minimum Tax (AMT) have been separated into two
sub-sections. However, the new law has codified some taxpayer-friendly features. For example,
taxpayers can now update their income tax returns up to four years from the end of the relevant
assessment year. This means mistakes can be rectified without any penalty or tax incidence.
Notably, the period for which assessments could be reopened has been reduced to five years.
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Are all the changes positive?

No. The provisions relating to searches by income tax officials have been tweaked to include some
concerning features. The original Income Tax Act 1961 required anybody found to be in control
or possession of any documents in electronic form to provide the authorised officer “the necessary
facility to inspect such books of account or other documents”. It also authorised the tax official to
“break open the lock of any door, box, locker, safe, almirah or other receptacle” in case their keys
were not available.

The new law takes these concepts a step further. It now says that anybody in possession or control
of electronic documents or information must not only provide the tax officer “reasonable technical
and other assistance”, but also share passwords. As the law sets no limits on what electronic
information the tax officer may need to assess, this means the assessee must also share passwords
of social media and personal emails, if required. Further, the law also empowers the tax official to
“override the access code to any computer system” if the password is not provided.

What is the justification?

While a few members of the committee called for the dilution of these sections in their dissent
notes, the Select Committee as a whole accepted the government’s argument that a lot of relevant
financial information is shared over messaging services or stored in personal emails, and so
recommended that these sections be included.

REQUIRED REFORMS

The central government’s proposals to reform the Goods and Services Tax (GST) system are bold
and timely. They stand to benefit the middle class and the business community, as the government
claims. Shifting 99% of the items in the 12% slab to a 5% tax rate, and 90% of the items in the
28% slab to 18% will substantially reduce the tax burden on most consumers. Rationalising the
number of slabs and shifting similar products to the same slab will also reduce ambiguity and
litigation, which are the major issues businesses have with the current GST setup. Further, while
most of the focus has been captured by the rate restructuring proposals, the procedural reforms
regarding registration, return filing and refunds are equally important. Simplifying GST is not just
about reducing the multiplicity of rates but also about making it easier and less time-consuming
for tax-payers to navigate the system. Easing registration, simplifying returns and speeding up
refunds, therefore, are welcome improvements the Centre is pursuing. Combined with the new
Income Tax Bill and the rejig of income-tax slabs in this year’s Budget, these GST reforms will
highlight 2025 as a watershed year for tax reform — direct as well as indirect tax. While the
government has not made an official estimate of what the revenue impact of these reductions will
be, sources have said that it expects a hit. Two years ago, the Reserve Bank of India had estimated
that the average GST rate was 11.6%, which is now expected to fall substantially. However, the
government is confident that an increase in consumption and a widening of the tax base will offset
most of the revenue loss. With a large number of items set to be taxed at just 5%, the incentives
for input tax credit scams and tax evasion will also be substantially removed.

A willingness to risk some amount of revenue in order to boost domestic consumption bodes well
for the economy, especially at a time when export demand is faltering due to tariff uncertainties.
It remains to be seen how the State governments will react to this proposed revenue surrender.
They have already been lobbying the Sixteenth Finance Commission to increase the share of States
in central taxes. These tax cuts will also make it even more unlikely that petroleum products — a
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major source of States’ revenues — will be included in the GST any time soon. Politically, it will be
difficult for the States to directly oppose these rate reductions, but they might instead pressure
the Centre for compensation once again. Crucially, the Centre will be reaching out to the States
over the next few weeks to put forth its case. It is important that their concerns are taken on board
as well.

HOW SHOULD TOLL COLLECTION PRACTICES BE REFORMED?

The story so far:

The Public Accounts Committee (PAC) of Parliament has recommended significant reforms to toll
collection practices on national highways, such as calling for an end to the perpetual tolling
system. The report was submitted before Parliament on August 12.

What are the key recommendations?

The PAC headed by Congress MP K.C.Venugopal has advocated for discontinuing or significantly
reducing toll charges on national highways once the capital expenditure and maintenance
expenses have been fully recovered. The Committee expressed concern that current toll practices
allow for indefinite collection regardless of road quality, traffic volume, or user affordability,
creating what it termed a “regime of perpetual tolling”. The panel emphasised that any
continuation of toll collection beyond cost recovery should only be permitted with clear
justification and approval from a proposed independent oversight authority. It proposed
establishing a specialised regulatory authority to ensure transparency and fairness in toll
determination, collection, and regulation. The PAC noted that while toll rates currently increase
annually by a fixed 3% increment plus partial indexation to the Wholesale Price Index, there exists
no institutional mechanism to independently evaluate whether these charges are justified relative
to actual operational and maintenance costs or future service requirements. The panel has also
insisted that highway users should receive toll reimbursements when construction is in progress
and commuters cannot properly utilise the roadways. Regarding FASTags, the panel observed that
despite their extensive implementation, traffic bottlenecks persist on NHs due to malfunctioning
scanner readings at collection points, and suggested establishing on-location services for
motorists to top up, buy, or exchange FASTags.

How is toll determined?

Section 7 of the National Highways Act, 1956 empowers the Government to levy fees for services
or benefits rendered on national highways while Section 9 empowers the Union government to
make rules in this regard. Accordingly, the policy for the collection of user fee is formulated and
governed by the National Highways Fee (Determination of Rates and Collection) Rules, 2008. The
levy of user fee is based on the base rates fixed under the NH Fee Rules across the country and is
not related to the cost of construction or its recovery.

The rates of fees have been increasing by 3% each year from April 1, 2008. In order to cover the
impact of variable cost of operation and maintenance, 40% of annual increase of WPI is provided.
The fee is to be collected by the Union government if a highway is publicly funded or by the
concessionaire if it follows any of these models — Build Operate Transfer (BoT), Toll-Operate-
Transfer (ToT) or developed under Infrastructure Investment Trust.

An amendment in 2008 allowed user fees to be collected in perpetuity. So, if the concession period
is over, the highway is handed over to the National Highways Authority of India (NHAI), and the
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toll collected will go directly to the Consolidated Fund of India. The toll collection has gone up
from 1,046 crore in 2005-06 to 55,000 crore in the financial year 2023-24. Of this 25,000 crore
will go to the Consolidated Fund of India, and the remaining to the concessionaire toll plaza.

How has the Ministry responded?

The Ministry of Road Transport and Highways acknowledged the Committee’s concerns and
informed the PAC that it has initiated a comprehensive study with NITI Aayog to revise the user
fee determination framework. Ministry representatives indicated that the study’s scope has been
finalised and will cover parameters such as vehicle operating cost, damage to the highway due to
vehicle use as well as user’s willingness to pay.

WHAT HAS BEEN THE IMPACT OF ETHANOL BLENDING?

The story so far:

E20 petrol, which contains 20% ethanol and is being sold by Indian oil refiners, has been much in
the news lately. India has achieved its target to blend 20% ethanol per litre of fuel five years ahead
of the target under the National Policy on Biofuels. Ethanol blending in India rose from just 1.5%
in 2014 to 20% in 2025, backed by the government’s strong fiscal incentives to the sugarcane
industry. While the government says ethanol blending achieves a range of goals such as cutting
greenhouse gas emissions, bolstering farmers’ incomes and reducing India’s oil import bill, its
benefits to the environment require closer scrutiny.

How are vehicle owners reacting to this change?

Vehicles sold in India from 2023 come with E20 stickers, indicating compatibility with 20%
ethanol blended petrol. Additionally, manufacturers have addressed the concerns of those who
own older vehicles. Hero Motocrop says in its website, “The material composition such as rubbers,
elastomers and plastic components that are directly exposed to fuel also need to be changed to
E20 compatible materials.”

However, according to LocalCircles, two in three petrol vehicle owners are against the E20
mandate. Only 12% of the 36,000 people surveyed across 315 districts are in favour of the switch.
Critics cited a drop in mileage and increased maintenance costs. The survey urged the Union
government to allow consumers to choose the type of fuel they want.

While the Centre admitted to a “marginal drop” in engine efficiency, it said this “can be further
minimised through improved engine tuning and use of E20-compatible materials.” Minister
Hardeep Singh Puri has called the consumer angst a “vilification campaign” facilitated by “vested,
economic interests”. While the Union government attempts to defend its E20 policy, its own think
tank, the NITI Aayog, has urged the government “to compensate the consumers for a drop in
efficiency from ethanol blended fuels”, by way of “tax incentives on E10 and E20 fuel”.

According to the Minister, “since 2014-15 India has already saved more than X1.40 lakh crore in
foreign exchange through petrol substitution.” But has the benefit been passed to the end
consumer?

An analysis by The Hindu showed that Coal India Ltd, Oil & Natural Gas Corporation (ONGC),
Indian Oil Corporation (IOC), Bharat Petroleum Corporation (BPCL), and Gas Authority of India
Ltd collectively contributed X1.27 lakh crore, or 42.3% of the total X3 lakh crore dividends the
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Union government received from non-banking Public Sector Undertaking (PSUs) between 2020-
21 and 2024-25.10C and BPCL together saw a 255% rise in their dividend payouts since 2022-23
and a 65% decrease in oil prices. However, the two PSUs only passed on a 2% decrease in petrol
prices to the public.

What about the impact on agriculture?

Sugarcane-based ethanol supply has grown from 40 crore litres in FY14 to nearly 670 crore litres,
derived from about 9% of total sugar output, in FY24. The Union government says it has paid “over
X1.20 lakh crore to farmers” since FY15. But how environmentally friendly is India’s dependence
on sugarcane for ethanol?

About 60-70 tonnes of water is required to cultivate one tonne of sugarcane. Many sugarcane
growing regions in India do not receive the 1,500 to 3,000 millimetre rainfall that is necessary for
the crop’s optimal growth. This leads to groundwater extraction and unsustainable irrigation
methods. A 2023 Central Groundwater Board report says that sugarcane growing districts in
Maharashtra extract more groundwater than nearby regions. Distress among sugarcane growers
in that State has been widely reported. Unsustainable agriculture practices accelerate land
degradation. The Desertification and Land Degradation Atlas of India 2021 found that almost 30%
of India’s land is degraded. The water intensive nature of sugarcane and the impact on ground
water reserves at a time of extreme weather has been absent from the discussion on ethanol-
blended petrol.

The Centre, however, says it is looking to diversify ethanol supplies. The Food Corporation of
India’s rice allocation for ethanol jumped to a record 5.2 million metric tonnes, which is about
3.6% of output, from less than 3,000 tonnes allocated last year. Similarly, in 2024-25, over 34% of
corn output was diverted for ethanol production. This diversion forced India to import about 9.7
lakh tonnes of corn during 2024-25 — a six-fold increase over the previous year’s 1.37 lakh
tonnes.

Despite diversification efforts, area under sugarcane cultivation this year is estimated to be 57.24
lakh hectare against 57.11 lakh hectare last season. The assured payment mechanism for
sugarcane, the Fair and Remunerative Pricing, is the key reason farmers bet on the crop as a
source of stable income. While this rise is marginal, an analysis by the OECD-FAO says that 22%
of India’s sugarcane will be used for ethanol production by 2034.

India’s booming ethanol economy has also come under the gaze of the U.S. The Trump
administration is pushing India to relax restrictions to its ethanol imports. The 2025 National
Trade Estimate report noted India’s policy as a significant “trade barrier.” Import relaxation could
potentially undermine years of investment and capacity building in ethanol production. The
Indian Sugar Mills Association has urged the government to maintain the restrictions.

Will it affect the transition to EVs?

The Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas said the shift to ethanol-blended petrol “has helped
India reduce carbon dioxide emissions by 700 lakh tonnes.” Shifting to EVs, however, will achieve
far higher rates of emissions reductions and speed up transport’s decarbonisation, which is the
third largest carbon emitting sector globally after energy and industry. The success of cities like
Beijing in cutting air pollution is mainly due to the rapid adoption of EVs. Of course, this switch
has to be backed by renewable energy rather than coal, to aid in decarbonising transport.
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Adoption of EVs has been much slower in India when compared to other large economies like the
U.S., the European Union and China. About 7.6% of vehicle sales in 2024 was electric. Sales of EVs
have to increase by over 22% in the next five years to reach the government’s own target of 30%
by 2030.

Another challenge to wider EV adoption in India is its dependence on Rare Earth Elements (REE).
According to the Ministry of Mines, before China’s export curbs were imposed, only 2,270 tonnes
of REEs and compounds of REEs were imported in 2023-24. But this relatively lower level is
critical for the industry to sustain the current level of EV production. The production and
processing of many REEs is geographically concentrated in China, making global supply
vulnerable to several risks.

The automotive industry has also sounded alarm bells about the disruption in rare earth supply.
India’s largest carmaker Maruti Suzuki reduced its near-term production targets for its new EV,
e-Vitara, attributing it to delays in receiving rare earth magnets. Other manufacturers too are
bracing themselves for disruptions.

Crisil Ratings Senior Director Anuj Sethi has said, “The supply squeeze comes just as the auto
sector is preparing for aggressive EV rollouts.” The recent detente in bilateral relations with China
might help the industry to address the crisis in the short term. The Union government is engaged
in diplomacy with Beijing to address the rare earth supply crunch, mainly germanium.

Going forward, there is uncertainty on whether the Centre wants to push ahead with ethanol
blending beyond 20%. While Minister Puri said the government will push for blending beyond
20%, the Union government in March said that there has been no decision yet.

WHAT DOES SCIENCE SAY ABOUT THE GOVT.’S ETHANOL BLENDING PLAN?

In 2021, the Government of India said it will move to 20% ethanol blending in petrol by 2025 with
the two-pronged goal of cutting carbon emissions and reducing the country’s dependence on
foreign oil.

While vehicles modified to be compatible with the new composition started rolling out in April
2025, the government’s push for 20% ethanol-blended petrol (E20) has left vehicle-owners
worried about the impact on their older vehicles and about a surge in maintenance costs.

Ethanol, or ethyl alcohol, is a biofuel: it is made from plant waste called biomass. Regular petrol is
a hydrocarbon made from the fossilised remains of organic matter buried for millions of years.

When mixed with a fossil fuel like petrol, ethanol acts as an oxygenate that helps the petrol burn
better.

Making ethanol

Under India’s ethanol-blending programme, the government procures ethanol either from
sugarcane-based raw materials like C-heavy molasses, B-heavy molasses, sugarcane juice, sugar,
or sugar syrup, or damaged food grains like broken rice, maize, or cellulosic and lignocellulosic
materials.

Molasses is a byproduct of sugarcane production. It is a thick, dark syrup about 40% rich in sugars
that can be fermented but which can’t be extracted further.
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C-heavy molasses is the final byproduct of the sugar production process, with molasses content
around 28-32%. B-heavy molasses is an intermediate byproduct of the same process and has a
higher molasses content, ranging from 48% to 52%.

Ethanol is made from molasses by fermentation — using yeast enzymes to catalyse the breakdown
of sugar molecules in the presence of water. An everyday example of fermentation is ginger soda.
If you put ginger, sugar, and water in an airtight container for a few days, it becomes fizzy.

This is because the microbes in ginger feed on the sugar, releasing carbon dioxide, which makes
carbonic acid with water.

In the first step of ethanol production from molasses, sucrose molecules in the syrup are diluted
with water. Then they break down into glucose molecules in the presence of invertase.

These glucose molecules further react in the presence of zymase to form ethanol and release
carbon dioxide.

Producing ethanol from food grains and lignocellulosic materials also involves other processes
that break them down to fermentable sugars first. Lignocellulosic biomass is plant matter with a
high carbohydrate content and is usually composed of parts not used for food or feed. This
biomass is rich in cellulose, hemicellulose, and lignin.

Chemical nature, energy efficiency

Two factors are key to understanding ethanol’s energy efficiency: the calorific value and the
octane number.

The calorific value of a fuel denotes its yield: a higher calorific value means more energy. The
calorific value of ethanol is significantly lower than that of petrol, so the fuel’s overall burning
efficiency should theoretically decrease. However, the government has maintained that the drop
in fuel performance is not significant and that it is governed by a mix of other factors, including
“driving habits, maintenance practices such as oil changes and air filter cleanliness, tyre pressure
and alignment, and even air conditioning load.”

The octane number is a measure of a fuel’s resistance to engine knocking or burning prematurely.
Ethanol has a higher octane number than petrol. Thus, it has the potential to reduce the knock
resistance significantly. However, because of its lower energy content, the amount of energy the
engine can extract per litre of blended fuel decreases with increasing ethanol content.

This said, the drop in mileage drivers have raised concerns about won'’t be significant, Sudheer
Kumar Kuppili, a research fellow at the London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine, said.

“The compensation for having lower energy would be quite low when you are moving from E10
to E20,” Kuppili said. “It would be significant only when we shift to 100% ethanol. Most of the
uproar these days about the reduction in vehicular mileage is fuelled by many factors, which are
difficult to assess.”

In fact, experts said the thing to focus on here is ethanol’s hygroscopic nature. That is, ethanol has
a considerable tendency to attract and attach water molecules to itself. This in turn affects the
vehicle’s components and fuel performance in new ways.
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Independent expert Noble Varghese said the main concern is the increased possibility of
corrosion.

“Ethanol affects the rubber components of a fuel system, which are mainly the piping, the fuel
tank, the injectors, the filters, and the combustion chambers. The combustion chamber and the
engine block itself are not as affected by ethanol, but what is affected is the fuel tank, the rubber
piping, and the injector,” Varghese said.

“Ethanol tends to attract water, so if the vehicle is not used everyday, water tends to collect in the
fuel tank, which is corrosive for the tank. This causes another problem too: rust particles mix with
fuel and go into the fuel line and clog it,” he added.

“That in itself will reduce the mileage. This is not primarily because of ethanol’s thermodynamic
properties but more because of the components, which are not suited to E20 fuel.”

The government has, however, maintained that replacing older rubber parts and gaskets designed
for the non-blended fuel is “inexpensive and can be easily managed during routine servicing.”

A statement released by the Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas (MoPNG) on August 12 also
said this change would be required only “once in the lifetime of the vehicle” and at “any authorised
workshop.”

Kuppili also said moisture won'’t be a significant problem.

“This might be a problem for older vehicles, which are probably already worn out. This should not
be a problem for BS-IV or BS-VI vehicles. The fuel’s hygroscopic nature might have a noticeable
effect when you are in colder parts of the country. However, in those regions, fuels are usually
mixed with additives to avoid freezing,” he explained.

“Also, when you are using a vehicle regularly, any moisture that accumulates will be evaporated
by the high engine temperatures (>4002 C),” he said.

Kuppili wished to clarify that he hasn’t worked on this particular issue of the fuels.
Comparisons with Brazil

Comparing the Indian ethanol-blending story with that of Brazil may not be justified, as the South
American country currently uses E27 petrol as well and paced this upgrade out over decades.

Brazil first decided to lower its dependence on imported petrol in 1975 with its Prodlcool
programme during the oil crisis in the 1970s. Over the next few years, it focused on building
capacity by working with researchers, expanding the production of ethanol from sugarcane with
the specific purpose of mixing it with petrol, providing subsidies, incentives, and tax breaks to
reduce the costs of production, and increasing the competitiveness of ethanol.

The country also has a large market for vehicles fit with flex-fuel engines that allow vehicles to
readily adapt to petrol with different ethanol fractions.

This isn’t the case with Indian vehicles. According to Varghese, the electronic control unit in an
engine is hypersensitive to fuel content, which it detects automatically.

“If you put more ethanol in fuel, its chemical properties change, and therefore the engine
management system has to be able to adapt, and older cars might not be able to do that,” he said.
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By way of solution, he said mechanics could quickly connect the unit to a computer and update
the fuel composition setting.

However, one senior industry executive told The Hindu that vehicles that don’t have electronic
control units and injectors can’t be made compatible with E20 as fuel. The executive said “about
95%” of all vehicles until the rollout of the BS-VI emission standards (in April 2020) were
mechanically carbureted, meaning they didn’t utilise any electronic units with sensors to regulate
the delivery and treatment of fuel.

“When the blending happens, it alters the stoichiometric ratio, i.e., air-to-fuel ratio, which in turn
affects the speed of combustion and heat release,” Kuppili said. “Modern vehicles have sensors
called electronic control units, which monitor the oxygen content and alter the amount of fuel and
air needed.”

With ethanol-blended petrol, he added, “you would need less air than usual, as ethanol has an
oxygen atom. So this reduction can actually reduce pollutant emissions such as NOX, PM, and CO.”

“The ethanol-blending policy itself is excellent. It has been successful in other parts of the world,”
Varghese said. “The ideas of energy security and saving import duty are excellent and true. It just
needs to be paced better.”

The principle of recalibration

The executive said the sensor’s main purpose is to manage the spark timing — which determines
the release pattern of the fuel and combustion inside the cylinder.

The electronic control unit uses the spark plug to create the spark that ignites the fuel-air blend
in the combustion chamber. Older vehicles, i.e., those lacking the unit, have been tuned to a
different fuel and are thus hard-coded for a different spark timing.

Since E20 brings more oxygen to the fuel-air mix, the executive explained, engines may have to be
recalibrated by, among other measures, advancing the pressure for combustion and its eventual
timing by two to three degrees. In other words, the engine will have to make sure combustion
happens earlier so that there are no issues with starting the vehicle and with maintaining an
adequate air-fill ratio across all load conditions and speeds.

This customisation isn’t possible with mechanically carbureted vehicles.
The executive also affirmed that the adjustment would increase cost.

“You have to pay the calibration engineer and the vehicle component engineers,” he said. The
latter “charge good money.”

INDIA’S FIRST SUSTAINABLE AVIATION FUEL PLANT TO START PRODUCTION BY YEAR-END

The country’s largest refiner and fuel retailer Indian Oil Corporation (IOC) expects to start
producing sustainable aviation fuel (SAF) on commercial scale at its Panipat refinery by
December, following the recent international certification received by the unit for manufacturing
the biofuel from used cooking oil, according to energy major’s chairman Arvinder Singh Sahney.
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— By the end of this calendar year, I0C will have the capacity to produce 35,000 tonnes per year
of SAF from used cooking oil, which will be sourced from large hotel chains, restaurants, and
sweets and snacks majors like Haldiram’s, which normally discard cooking oil after single use.

— Earlier this week, I0C became the first company in India to receive the ISCC CORSIA
certification for SAF production at its Panipat refinery in Haryana.

— ISCC CORSIA is a certification system for compliance with the Carbon Offsetting and Reduction
Scheme for International Aviation (CORSIA) criteria for SAF. It is a prerequisite for commercial
SAF production. According to I0C, the certification also sets a benchmark for other domestic
refiners and industry players to scale up SAF production.

— SAF is a biofuel that is produced from sustainable feedstocks and has chemistry similar to
conventional aviation turbine fuel (ATF) or jet fuel, which is derived from crude oil. This means
that existing aircraft engines can easily use the SAF-ATF blend.

— The year 2027 will be an important one for adoption of SAF globally with the mandatory phase
of CORSIA kicking in. CORSIA, which applies to international flights, would require airlines
globally to offset any growth in carbon dioxide emissions beyond the 2020 levels. Using jet fuel
blended with SAF is one of the ways through which carriers can keep their emissions under
permissible levels.

— India, too, will have to comply with the mandatory phase starting 2027. In line with the CORSIA
framework, India’s National Biofuel Coordination Committee (NBCC) has set the initial indicative
targets for blending of SAF with jet fuel 2027 onwards, starting with international flights. The
indicative targets are: 1 per cent blending in 2027 and 2 per cent in 2028. The government is
expected to announce SAF blending mandates for domestic flights in India as well, but only after
blending for international flights begins 2027 onwards.
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On July 16, 2025, a 54-pound Martian meteorite, NWA 16788, fetched a record-breaking $5.3
million at Sotheby’s New York, becoming the most valuable meteorite ever sold at auction.
Discovered in Niger’s Sahara Desert in November 2023, this “unbelievably rare” rock—70% larger
than the next biggest Martian fragment—represents 6.5% of all known Martian material on Earth,
per Sotheby’s. Yet, its sale to an anonymous buyer has sparked a heated debate over the ethics of
privatizing cosmic treasures and Niger’s claims of illicit export, raising questions about science,
heritage, and global equity.

The meteorite’s journey is extraordinary. Blasted from Mars by an asteroid strike, it travelled 140
million miles before landing in Niger’s Agadez region. Its reddish-brown fusion crust and
maskelynite glass, formed by intense heat, make it a scientific goldmine, potentially unlocking
secrets of Martian geology, per Forbes. However, Niger's government, suspecting “illicit
international trafficking,” has launched an investigation and suspended meteorite exports, per
CBS News. The lack of transparency—anonymous finder, seller, and buyer—fuels concerns, with
palaeontologist Paul Sereno arguing it’s “world heritage” that should benefit science, not private
vaults (phys.org).

The auction, part of Sotheby’s Geek Week, highlights a growing trend of commodifying space
artifacts. While Sotheby’s defends the sale’s legality, critics like Steve Brusatte warn it risks
disappearing into private hands, denying researchers and the public access (CNN). Posts on X, like
@Sothebys, celebrate the $5.3 million sale, but others, like @ScienceAlert, lament the potential
loss to science. Morocco’s “Saharan gold rush” for meteorites suggests a broader issue of lax
regulation (BBC).

This meteorite belongs in a museum, not a billionaire’s collection. Niger’s investigation must
clarify export protocols, while global frameworks, like UNESCO’s heritage laws, should govern
such finds. Science and public access must trump profit—otherwise, we risk losing the cosmos to
the highest bidder.

Al RESTORES UK WOMAN’S VOICE: A TRIUMPH OF TECHNOLOGY AND HUMANITY

In August 2025, a British woman, Sarah Ezekiel, rediscovered her voice after 25 years of silence
caused by motor neurone disease (MND), thanks to artificial intelligence and an eight-second clip
from a 1990s home video. This breakthrough, achieved by Bristol-based Smartbox and New York’s
ElevenLabs, marks a profound moment where technology restores not just speech but identity, as
reported by The Independent and BBC News. Ezekiel’s story is a beacon of hope, yet it underscores
the need to make such innovations accessible to all.

Diagnosed with MND at 34 while pregnant, Ezekiel lost her ability to speak and use her hands,
relying on robotic-sounding voice generators. Her children, Aviva and Eric, never knew her
natural voice until Al, using a muffled, noisy video clip, recreated it with her London accent and
slight lisp, per RTL Today. “I nearly cried when I heard it,” Ezekiel wrote, a sentiment echoed by
her friend who recognized her original voice (AFP). This feat, blending Al tools to isolate and
enhance her voice, showcases the potential to transform lives for the 80% of MND patients facing
speech loss, per the UK’s MND Association.
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Yet, this triumph highlights disparities. Advanced Al voice technology, often costly, remains out of
reach for many, especially in the pre-smartphone era when quality recordings are scarce. The UK’s
Smartbox faced challenges with Ezekiel’s short clip, and scaling such solutions globally requires
investment, as noted by Simon Poole (Digital Journal). Posts on X, like @Reuters, celebrate Al's
therapeutic potential, but access remains a hurdle.

Ezekiel’s restored voice is a testament to Al's power to reclaim identity. Governments and tech
firms must now ensure equitable access through subsidies and open-source tools. This isn’t just
about one woman'’s voice—it’s about giving millions silenced by disability a chance to be heard
again.

Al-CREATED FILM ‘CHIRANJEEVI HANUMAN’ RAISES QUESTIONS ABOUT CREATIVE
LABOUR AND OWNERSHIP. IT MUST INITIATE A CONVERSATION

A month after controversy broke out over the news that the Tamil-dubbed version of the 2013
Hindi film Raanjhanaa, titled Ambikapathy, was being re-released with a new Al-generated
ending, the announcement of a new film, Chiranjeevi Hanuman — The Eternal, made using Al, has
sharpened fears over what the technology could mean for one of India’s biggest creative
industries. While the use of the new technology in the two films may vary in terms of scale — from
a single scene in Ambikapathy to the entire project in Chiranjeevi Hanuman — it raises equally
uncomfortable questions about creative ownership, money and power. “And so it
begins...who...needs writers and directors when it’s ‘Made in AI'”, posted filmmaker Vikramaditya
Motwane on social media, with director Anurag Kashyap, too, questioning the wisdom of
supporting projects made with technology that could ultimately make the people involved in
filmmaking redundant. Their unease underscores the crux of the matter: In a time when prompts
fed into a machine are all one needs to make a movie, what happens to those whose livelihood
depends on the collaborative, time-consuming process that is cinema?

Yet, as Kashyap himself pointed out, there is no wishing away the technology itself. Nearly three
years after the debut of OpenAl’s ChatGPT, with reactions that swung between a sense of awe over
its capabilities and paranoia about a Terminator-like takeover by machines, attitudes have settled
in favour of general acceptance. For many, including artists, writers and other creative
professionals, it has become one more thread in the fabric of routine, both at home and in the
workplace. But apprehensions persist, including over ethical use: In the case of Ambikapathy, for
example, the producers were accused of using Al to undermine the creative vision behind the
original. The central question, then, is this: At what point does Al go from being a tool — such as
in the 2024 film The Brutalist, where it was used to enhance the Hungarian accent of certain
characters — to a competitor, as appears to be the case with Chiranjeevi Hanuman and other Al-
created films like Maharaja in Denims and Naisha?

This is an issue that film industries elsewhere, too, have been grappling with; the use of Al was,
notably, a flashpoint in the nearly year-long strike by writers and actors in Hollywood in 2023. In
that case, negotiations between industry stakeholders led to the creation of guardrails in how the
technology could be used without pitting artists against machines. As Indian cinema swings
between excitement and apprehension over a future with Al, this is the conversation that must
now take place.
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MID-AGE PROFESSIONALS ARE DRIVING Al ADOPTION. IT’S BECAUSE THEY MUST

The white-collar, mid-career professional today will be hard-pressed to find himself represented
in any of the Seven Ages of a person’s life, as Shakespeare described them in As You Like It. The
coder, the corporate worker, the doctor, the journalist, the lawyer — hardly anyone in their 40s
and 50s can “In fair round belly with good capon lin’d/With eyes severe and beard of formal
cut/Full of wise saws and modern instances... plays his part.” In the age of Al, the middle-aged
worker cannot rely on her experience, her wisdom to “play her part” — she must become a
student, once again.

A survey and report by Indeed — titled ‘Work Ahead’ — found that 43 per cent of workers across
the country feel confident about using Al over the next two-three years, and, significantly, mid-
career professionals (aged 35-54) are leading the way in adopting the technology. Over half the
people surveyed (56 per cent) in this category are actively seeking Al training, outpacing younger
professionals (39 per cent) by quite a margin. There is something admirable about this eagerness,
this drive to stay relevant and the manager’s dream — “productive” — at a time people are usually
at the top of a career hill, staring down the slope on the other side. But it is also a little sad.

The young know they have enough time to learn, to “upskill”, to make a mark. The old can rest on
their laurels, and look back at a life well-lived (or lived, at any rate). It is the middle-aged, middle-
career, middle-class worker — paying for kids’ rising costs and hospital bills that only seem to
mount, with salaries staying stagnant — who has to learn how to give prompts to a machine that
has cannibalised the data created by the same human intelligence it seeks to replace. All the world
is indeed a stage — and the play right now is an absurd tragedy.

CHINA’S EJIAO BOOM KILLS SIX MILLION DONKEYS A YEAR

According to a report published in June by a U.K.-based charity, nearly 6 million donkeys are killed
every year globally to produce a traditional Chinese medicine called Ejiao. This problem of animal
cruelty, according to data and reports, is fuelled by a gap between demand and supply in China. It
has also led to many other issues spanning multiple countries across continents.

The demand for Ejiao in China, a medicine derived from the gelatin in donkey hides, has surged in
recent decades. It is believed to have many health benefits, such as improving the immune system
and curing anaemia though these benefits are not scientifically proven.

In 2013, about 3,200 tonnes of Ejiao were produced, which required more than 1 million donkey
hides. The amount of Ejiao produced increased by 390% to 15,700 tonnes in 2021, which required
close to 6 million donkey hides. The Donkey Sanctuary, a U.K.-based NGO, estimates in a report,
‘Stolen Donkeys, Stolen Future’, that this will increase to 18,000 tonnes by 2027. In other words,
China will require 6.8 million donkey hides then.

Data shows that meeting this surging demand for Ejiao, a booming industry in China, has come at
an unsustainable cost. The donkey population in China has declined considerably in recent
decades, as rising demand for donkey hides has outstripped domestic supply. The donkey
population plummeted from 11 million in 1990 to just 1.5 million in 2023 — that is, by 87% over
in over three decades.

As a result of this supply gap, China has had to import donkey hides from countries in South
America, such as Colombia and Brazil; and in Africa, such as Ethiopia, and Kenya. Data shows that
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African countries accounted for 51% of all equine hides imported by China in the last decade
(2015-2025), followed by South America and Asia.

The Donkey Sanctuary points out that when donkeys are stolen, it is often women who are forced
to take on the work that the animals once did. In Ghana, girls are even pulled out of school early
to shoulder these burdens.

The report also shows that the trade has led to a surge in donkey prices. For instance, the cost of
a donkey in Kenya increased from £78 in 2016 to £156 in 2019. News reports show that the price
of a donkey in Pakistan, China’s latest market, had surged to X2 lakh in June this year.

Although the African Union imposed a continent-wide ban on donkey exports in 2024, there
continues to be a surge in illegal trade in donkey hides in many countries, with families frequently
reporting that their animals are being stolen.

SCIENTISTS FIND GENE THAT STOPS RICE FROM BREAKING

Rice is the staple food for over half of the world’s population. Before a rice grain can be made
edible, the outermost layer of husk covering it has to be removed. Mechanical rollers abrade the
layers in a process called milling and some of the rice grains break as a result.

The breakage increases if the grains have a trait called chalkiness. Rice is said to be chalky if after
milling a large fraction of grains have extensive parts that are opaque rather than translucent.
(This difference disappears during cooking, however.)

Chalkiness is measured by the chalky grain rate, the proportion of chalky grains among all rice
grains, and the degree of chalkiness.

The trait is influenced by many genes and by environmental factors, like high temperature. Thus
scientists have long struggled to find ways to reduce chalkiness. Recently, a breakthrough came
in the work of a team from the Agricultural College of Yangzhou University in China. The
researchers identified a gene they named Chalk9, which they found controls the chalkiness in
many rice varieties. Their findings were reported in July.

Encoding a protein

The researchers sequenced the genome of 175 rice varieties and identified a small stretch of DNA
on chromosome 9 whose presence or absence correlated significantly with the variety’s
chalkiness. Less chalky varieties contained the segment and showed higher expression of Chalk9
in endosperms compared to high-chalkiness varieties.

The endosperm is the part of paddy grain that makes up the bulk of the milled rice.

The DNA segment the team found contained sites that are recognised and bound by proteins called
transcription factors. One of them, called OsB3, was highly expressed in the endosperm. When
OsB3 bound to the DNA, it activated the expression of the Chalk9 gene. The OsB3 protein failed to
trigger this expression in varieties from which the segment was absent.

Based on the Chalk9 gene’s DNA sequence, the researchers predicted it encoded a protein
belonging to a class of enzymes called E3 ubiquitin ligases.
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FAMILIAR IMPASSE

Global resistance to a universal treaty on eliminating plastic pollution remains stubborn and huge.
Last week, the sixth attempt since 2022 by the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP)
to get member-nations to agree upon a treaty to address plastic pollution ran into the familiar
vortex of opposition. There was disagreement among the major blocs of countries on whether
comprehensively addressing plastic pollution requires eliminating plastic production itself. All
countries agree that the ubiquitous polythene bag, despite its immense practicability and
affordability as a container, has ballooned into a civic crisis. India generates around 3.4 million
tonnes (MT) of plastic waste but recycles only about 30%. Its plastic consumption rose at a
compounded annual growth rate (CAGR) of 9.7% from 14 MT in 2016-17 to over 20 MT in 2019-
20. India has a production ban on about 20 single-use plastic items — cups, straws, spoons. While
this has, to some extent, induced a degree of behavioural change — in greater reliance of paper
and cloth bags — it has had little impact on waste management and recycling. This is also
reflective of the global picture. According to the UNEP, the world produces more than 430 MT of
plastic annually, two-thirds of which are short-lived products that soon become waste. Overall,
46% of plastic waste is landfilled, while 22% is mismanaged and becomes litter. In 2019, plastic,
which is a derivate of fossilised crude, generated 1.8 billion metric tonnes of greenhouse gas
emissions or about 3.4% of the global total.

Plastic, therefore, can be seen as a waste management problem that can be solved by improving
incentives for the market to do a better job of collecting waste and recycling. However, there are
countries that point to the decades of attempts made on these lines, with limited gains. To add to
that, more evidence has piled up that plastic, non-biodegradable as it is, is making its way into
human, animal and marine food systems. Island-nations and territories are swamped by plastic
waste washing up on their shores. Then there are granular forms of plastic — or microplastics —
with potential for harm. Thus, the only real solution is to reduce at source. However, nations are
not all agreed upon this aspect of toxicity. Therefore, in treaty-linked talks, they view calls to cut
production as tactics to impose trade barriers and add to the general climate of tariff uncertainty.
Unless countries can build greater trust before such talks and hear each other out with an open
mind, having more meetings will only be futile. The halcyon days, when some countries could steer
resolutions on the environment assuming that the ‘common good’ was incontrovertible, are long
past.

HOW DOES PLASTIC POLLUTION AFFECT HEALTH?

The story so far:

Around 180 countries have failed to find consensus on an internationally binding legal agreement
that sought to restrict plastic pollution. Talks in Geneva remained deadlocked on the issue late
this week. While there is already a United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP)-backed
resolution on the need for such a move, only a binding agreement will actually force countries to
take concrete action. However, countries are divided on several questions: should they address
plastic waste alone or include plastic production?; should developing countries be funded by
developed countries for the purpose? The key point of contention is the role of plastics in health.

What are the challenges from plastic?

No material symbolises the global, industrialised, consumption-based economy like plastic. The
chemical constituents of plastics are polymers, and they can be natural — like cellulose, lignin,
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and are the basis of nearly everything in nature — or made in labs. Polymers derived from fossil
fuel and then shaped into objects are in general called ‘plastic.’ As a derivative of crude oil, it has
the ability to be moulded into a nearly infinite variety of objects, from critical things, including
aircraft and medical equipment, to cosmetic items such as tinsel, baubles and packaging. Add to
that its low cost of production relative to materials such as glass and aluminium. The ubiquity of
plastics and the fact that it is cheap has led to it being the prime source of litter and a symbol of
the collapse of waste management systems.

However, plastic’s flexibility also implies its persistence. Plastics are mixtures of various types
that include monomers, polymers, and chemical additives. There are more than 16,000 chemicals
potentially used or present in plastic materials and products. There is little or no information
about the potential impact on human health or the environment by over 10,000 of these chemicals.
A report last year in the journal Nature concluded that more than 4,000 chemicals of concern can
be present in each major plastic type, such as PVC, polyurethanes, PET, polyethylene and others.
Given that most of these are synthetic and non-biodegradable, public opinion has generally
focussed on recycling or waste management. Over the years, however, there has been a body of
scientific investigation into how these chemicals — that are indestructible — may make their way
into living organisms in rivers, oceans, land and ultimately inside people.

What is evidence that plastic harms health?

Ethylene, propylene, styrene and their derivatives are commonly used to make plastic. Ethylene
derivatives such as polypropene (PP), low-density polyethylene (LDPE), linear low-density
polyethylene (LLDPE), high-density polyethylene (HDPE) and polyethylene terephthalate (PET)
comprise the largest portion of downstream petrochemicals used to make plastic packaging.
However, manufacturing them requires a range of other chemicals, several of which are
monomers (the building blocks of polymers). These include bisphenols, phthalates,
polychlorinated-biphenyls (PCB), polybrominated diphenyl ethers (PBDEs), and per- and poly-
fluoroalkyl substances (PFAS). They are used to produce food containers, drink bottles, teething
toys, polyester, intravenous bags, cosmetics, paints, electronic components, adhesives and
sealants.

For years, there have been a bulk of studies where medical researchers have investigated if
exposure to these chemicals, via the products used, is having a discernible impact on health.
Earlier this month, Boston College in the U.S. and Australia’s Minderoo Foundation launched a
dashboard that compiled such evidence. There are around 1,100 primary studies involving about
1.1 million individuals that have linked changes in thyroid function, hypertension, kidney and
testicular cancer, and gestational diabetes to exposure to these chemicals. The vast proportion of
these individuals studied are in the developed world. Nearly, all of these studies are “associative”,
in the sense that the measured disease outcome could be a result of exposure to the chemicals as
well as a range of other factors, and it is not always possible to tease apart individual effects.

The true “gold standard” of exposure is a “longitudinal study”, where a fixed group of people are
tracked over a long time to discern the effects of chemical exposure, but this is time consuming.
There are studies underway, said Dr. Sarah Paul, neuroscientist and head of Plastics and Human
Health, Minderoo, to evaluate if a group of people who were consciously less exposed to certain
plastics would have improved health outcomes.
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What about microplastics?

Microplastics are plastics smaller than five millimetres and can refer to the constituent elements
of a variety of additives or plastic products. Given that technology available to detect them is
relatively recent, they have over the years been found in blood, breast milk, placenta and bone
marrow. While their exact impact on human health is unclear, they too are implicated in a wide
range of disorders.

What is India doing about plastic?

There is a ban on the production and use of single-use plastics in nearly 20 States. These are the
category of plastic goods that are the least re-usable and difficult to recycle. Given that they
constitute a waste management problem, India has a range of administrative process meant to
push companies towards ensuring that a proportion of plastic that is used are collected back.
However, this has had limited effect. India doesn’t yet recognise the impact of plastics and
chemicals on health.

In international negotiations on the global plastics treaty, India and other countries have
expressed reservations on including discussions on health in the plastic treaty and said that these
are matters to be taken up at the World Health Organization. Thus, plastics is primarily a waste
management problem, as far as India is concerned.

HEALTHOCIDE: WAR AGAINST HEALTHCARE

WHAT IS IT?

In an article published in the journal BM] Global Health on August 5, researchers from the
American University of Beirut in Lebanon coined a new word: healthocide. The authors wrote that
the word captures a new, extreme pattern of violence against health systems that routine talk of
“attacks on healthcare” does not capture. Instead, they continued, today’s deliberate, large-scale
destruction of whole health ecosystems in conflict zones such as Gaza needs to be called
healthocide.

Ifthe word is applied to recent wars, it could include a coordinated strategy to Kill clinicians, bomb
hospitals, block ambulances, and dismantle supply chains in order to erase a population’s capacity
for care. According to the authors, healthocide also frames these acts as being akin to genocide,
i.e. the intentional destruction of a collective good essential to life and dignity, and thus demands
stronger legal protections.

The authors also state that physicians and educators must document violations, push
governments to enforce international humanitarian law, and to keep themselves from being
complicit in healthocides. In effect, by naming the phenomenon, the authors have sought to
galvanise the medical community against the increasing weaponisation of healthcare.

Not all experts are convinced a new word is necessary. For example, Len Rubenstein, chair of the
group Safeguarding Health in Conflict Coalition, told NPR he doesn’t think “it adds [to] what we
already understand about the sanctity of health care and war.” On the other hand, University of
Greenwich global health expert Amal Elamin said the word “reinforces the fact that the targeted
attacks on health care settings and health workers is no longer an isolated precedent.”

4™ FLOOR SHATABDI TOWER, SAKCHI, JAMSHEDPUR
78


http://www.youtube.com/c/DreamIAS

o 91 9334622397
&DreamlAS 41 Teed148838

Learning made simple... u www.youtube.com/c/DreamlAS P ——

QUIETING THE BRAIN

How does general anaesthesia work?

General anaesthesia is a medically induced state that allows doctors to perform surgeries without
the patient having pain, awareness, or memory. It achieves this by inducing a loss of
consciousness, relaxing muscles, and producing amnesia. Anaesthesiologists typically begin with
intravenous drugs like propofol to rapidly induce unconsciousness, then maintain it with inhaled
gases or continuous infusions. Anaesthetics alter communication between nerve cells in the brain.
Many enhance the production of GABA, the brain’s main inhibitory neurotransmitter, which
damps activity and sedates the person. Others block glutamate receptors, reducing excitatory
signalling. The end result is a quiet brain in which sensory signals don’t register pain, and
memories don’t form.

Scientists still don’t fully understand how consciousness itself arises or how exactly anaesthesia
disrupts it. Some theories suggest that anaesthetics fragment communication between brain
regions, preventing the integration needed for awareness.
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